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How to Use This Booklet
This booklet contains three distinct Advent Bible studies; one for Connection Groups, one for
family gatherings; and one that is a reading plan for individual reading and devotion.

Connection Group Lessons
The Connection Group lessons are designed to be accomplished in a small group setting and will
help you to engage in lively discussion and learning within your Connection Group. You do not
need to study the text before meeting in your Group.

Family Time Lessons
The Family Time study is designed for families of all sizes and ages. Like the Connection Group
study, the Family Time study is designed to foster conversation and discussion. We encourage
families to complete the Family Time study together as Christmas draws near!

Advent Daily Reading Plan
The third study is the Advent Daily Reading Plan. The Reading Plan consists of daily readings that
begin in Genesis and end with the birth of Jesus, along with a memory verse for each day. This
study is also good for families with small children! Simply read the memory verse and the “Take
Away” to small children in order to impress upon them a great little nugget of truth.

You will definitely want to complete all three studies – the Connection Group Study with your
church group, the Family Time study with those who are close to you, and the Advent 2020
Reading Plan as a personal devotion!
On the next two pages are just a few more details about what you will see in the Connection
Group Study, as well as two very important sections titled “An Invitation,” and “Prayer of
Commitment.” Don’t skip these sections! They no doubt contain information and guidance that
might very well impact you for the rest and your life.
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Ideas to Think About Before You Begin
Make or buy an Advent wreath for your
group. Each week, begin your session by
having someone lead the Advent Wreath
exercise, reading aloud the brief Advent
reading, lighting the candle, and leading
in a group prayer.

Questions for Discussion (Connection Group Study)
The main questions for discussion are numbered and are in bold print. Along with these questions
you’ll find points “to think about as you discuss” to help spark ideas for responding to each main
question. In addition, you’ll often see questions that help to connect the story to everyday life
under the subheading “What does this mean to me?”
Please do not feel you have to answer every question in the lesson material. Our goal is to help
make Bible study a creative, flexible, exploratory exercise in which you engage with your group
and grow to know God and each other better.

Follow-up Ideas (Connection Group Study)
The section titled, “Are You Up for the Challenge?” lists ideas that you might like to use for followup. These include activities that can help you learn more about items of interest related to the
lesson and apply your learning to everyday life. There are also music and video suggestions.

Break Away (Connection Group Study devotionals)
After the study material for each lesson you’ll find readings for use at home. Take a break with
God and do some thinking about the lesson material and how the Lord can use it to shape your
life. You might also like to memorize some of the Scriptures used in these pieces.
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Ideas to Think About Before You Begin
Christmas cookies, cocoa, cider, or other
traditional holiday treats are a delicious part
of the Christmas season. Plan ahead and ask
group members to take turns bringing their
favorites each week.

Behold, Jesus!
Whether or not you participate in one, two, or all three of these studies, we hope that your
celebration of Christ’s birth is full of joy and wonder. As you ponder the One who gave His life for
you, give yourself to Him fully and allow God to lead you through this season of life, as He also
guards over you and provides for you in every way.

An Invitation
Advent is all about Christ coming into the world to reveal God’s great love for us. God loves you.
If you ever doubt God’s boundless love, just look to the cross. Listen now to what God is saying
to you. Maybe you are aware of things in your life that keep you from coming near to God. Maybe
you have thought of God as someone who is unsympathetic, angry, and punishing. You may feel
as if you don’t know how to pray or how to come near to Him at all.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, so that whosoever believes in
Him will never perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Jesus, God’s Son, died on the cross
to save us from our sins. It doesn’t matter where you come from, what you’ve done in the past,
or what your background is. God has been watching over you and caring for you, drawing you
closer. “You also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation” (Eph. 1:13). Do you want to follow Jesus? It’s as simple as A-B-C:
•
•
•

6

Admit that you have sinned, and you need God’s forgiveness.
Believe that God loves you and that Jesus has already paid the price for your sins.
Commit your life to God, asking the Lord to forgive your sins, nurture you as His child, and
fill you with the Holy Spirit.

Ideas to Think About Before You Begin
To create anticipation for your Advent study,
send out holiday-themed invitations. These
can be made easily and inexpensively on a
computer or with craft paper and are a
wonderful way to invite someone new, or
those who have not attended in a while.

Prayer of Commitment
Here is a prayer of commitment recognizing Jesus as Savior. If you want to be in a loving
relationship with Jesus Christ, you can start by praying this prayer. If you have already committed
your life to Jesus, use this prayer for renewal and praise.
Dear God, I’m sorry for the wrong and sinful things that I’ve done. I need your forgiveness. I know
I need Jesus as my Savior. Please forgive me and help me to live in a right relationship with you.
Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross to pay the price for my sins. Father, please take away the
guilt that I feel because of my sin, and bring me into your presence. Thank you, Lord, for loving
me and saving me.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Introduction
How many Christmases have you celebrated so far? I’m on number fifty-six, but don’t let that
fool you; I am no expert on Christmas. First off, I don’t even remember the first seven or eight,
so there is that. Secondly, there are many Christmas traditions that I just simply do not
understand even to this day. For example, I have no idea what fruit cake is, or why anyone would
want to eat one. I also don’t understand why Christmas dinner is always a matter of choosing
between turkey and ham. Why not Christmas tacos? I could get seriously excited about a
Christmas taco tradition. And I’ve never understood why every year since I was a small boy, Santa
has put a slinky and a yo-yo in my stocking. That seems kind of random and weird. Why not cash?
Everyone could use a little cash. And I have no idea what mistletoe is, but I think it’s a fungus.
Hanging a fungus in one’s home seems weird, too.
But there are some things about Christmas that
I hold close to my heart and I hope you do as
well. I love the Christmas lights because they
remind me that Jesus Christ is the Light of the
World. I love the evergreen trees and wreaths
that symbolize life everlasting that is found only
in Christ. I love the story about candy canes
being made in the shape of a shepherd’s staff,
prompting us to remember our Great Shepherd;
and of the red ribbon running through each one
to remind us of the blood of the Lamb that was
shed for us. And I love the decorations in the
shapes of stars and angels, reminiscent of that most holy night when Christ was born. Finally, I
love the TV special, “Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown.” I think many of us over the years have
come to identify with Charlie Brown’s chosen weak and fragile little Christmas tree that needed
just a little bit of love in order to shine. I look forward every year to hearing Linus recite the
Christmas story found in Luke chapter two and dropping his security blanket on the floor as he
does so because when he speaks of Christ, he himself is reminded of his eternal security that is
only in Jesus.
I love all these things. These are the contemporary Christmas traditions that I choose to cling to
because they bring to my mind and my heart the eternal truth that God loves me. Two thousand
years ago a baby came into the world to prove God’s love. The prophets foretold that a child
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would be born who would deliver God’s people
and rule the nations of the earth with justice.
This baby would become a king, but not just
any king – the King of Kings. The Savior of the
World. And on that first Christmas night so long
ago, this King was born in a lowly manger
because there was no room for Him in the inn.
That glorious and holy night of His birth was
the first Advent, or coming, of Christ. We
celebrate this event every year as we also
anticipate His second Advent when all things
will be made new and set right. What a
wonderful day that will be!
Our prayer is that you are richly blessed as you progress through these three Advent Bible studies.
Approach the studies with a heart that is receptive to God’s glory and as you prepare for the
coming of Christ into the world!

Advent – Preparing for Christ’s Coming
At First Southern, we count down the weeks of Advent by using an Advent wreath in our worship
services. This circular wreath (made of evergreens) holds five candles—four of varying colors in
a circular pattern, and a fifth one, prominent and pure white, called the Christ Candle at the
center. Each week of Advent, candles are lit in succession, and on Christmas Eve, all of the candles
are lit, including the Christ Candle. In addition to the candle-lighting ceremony each Sunday of
Advent, there is a theme for each week. The themes we will be observing are hope, peace, joy,
and love. These studies follow the traditional four weeks of Advent as a guide for experiencing
greater anticipation as we draw nearer to the Christmas celebration. The fifth lesson then
includes a celebration of Christ that looks ahead to His second coming.
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Lesson 1: The Hope of the World is Foretold
Nov 29, 2020

Isaiah 9:1-7
Opener (optional)
Many people have
conflicting emotions about
the Christmas season.
Describe some of the
emotions you experience
during the holiday.
Advent Wreath (Optional)
From the prophecy of Isaiah, we learn of a
special child to be born. This child would be like
no other. His birth would be announced by the
angels. His life would show us the heart of God.
His death would be one of judgement and
sacrifice for all mankind. His resurrection would
be one of victory, power, and authority. His
ascension came with a promise to return. Today,
we await His promised second Advent, or
coming.

Read Isaiah 9:1-2
The Book of Isaiah is quoted many times by New
Testament writers. Ten of those references are
about the Suffering Servant, how he will suffer
and die to save many from their sins, be buried
in a rich man's tomb, and be a light to the
Gentiles. The Gospel of John says that Isaiah
"saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him” (John
12:41).
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Week One – Hope
Read: Isaiah 7:14
Say: We light the first candle of
Advent remembering the hope
the prophets and the people had
that someday a special child
would be born.
Pray: Thank you, God, that you
fulfilled the hopes of your
people when you sent your Son
into the world as a baby. Thank
you that because He came, we
can have hope as well. In Jesus’
Name, Amen.
Christmas Carol: O Come, O
Come Emmanuel

1. What are some of the contrasting images in these two verses? Why do you think Isaiah used
them?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

To whom was Isaiah speaking?
What would his words have meant to them?

A Fulfilled Prophecy (Isa. 9:1-2) – Here Isaiah speaks to the most
northern of Israel’s tribes, Zebulun and Naphtali, who were the first
to fall to the Assyrians in the eighth century B.C. Through Isaiah,
God promises these territories “walking in darkness” will be the first
to see “a great light.” Matthew 4:13-17 shows that Jesus fulfilled
this prophecy as He began His teaching and healing ministry in
Galilee.
In John 8:12 Jesus declares, “I am the Light of the World. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the Light of
Life.”

2. What kind of emotions do the people of Israel seem to be experiencing?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

What words in the passage communicate emotion?
God’s promise that things will not always be as they are.

The word advent means “coming” or “arrival.” During this season we anticipate with
joy the past arrival of the infant Jesus, who came to save us from our sins (Matt. 1:21).
We also look to Christ’s Second Advent, when He will come again at the end of time.
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3. What hope does this passage offer to people of Isaiah’s day? How about our day?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Why the promise of hope was important for the original audience to hear.
How this Hope will come for us who live today.

Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

How can this light and the hope it brings make an impact on your Christmas celebrations
this year?

Read Isaiah 9:3-5
4. What are the emotions expressed in these verses, and what are the reasons for these
feelings?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•
•

How God’s promises bring us hope.
What freedom and peace look like.
The implications of a warrior burning his boots and battle garments.

5. These verses describe a nation that is filled with joy over what God has done for them. What
has God done for you that caused you to be filled with joy?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

How God has taken care of you in a time of crisis.
How God has provided for you as He leads you and guards over you.

Hope – In combination with faith this means looking ahead in solid trust to the
fulfillment of God’s promises (see Heb. 7:19; 11:1).
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Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

If you knew there would be no more hardship and suffering, how would your life be
different?

Midian’s Defeat?
The defeat of Midian mentioned in Isaiah 9:4 was an important
event in Israel’s history. Gideon, a reluctant warrior, with only
three hundred untrained men, routed their oppressors, the
Midianites, with the help of God’s amazing power. The story is in
Judges 6-7.

Read Isaiah 9:6
6. Thinking about your own life experiences, what comes to mind with each title?
•

Wonderful Counselor

•

Mighty God

•

Everlasting Father

•

Prince of Peace

7. What does it mean to you that “the government shall be upon His shoulder?”
8. What similarities do you see in this verse and Isaiah 11:1-9?
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Read Isaiah 9:7
9. What are three additional characteristics of His
government?
10. What type of government is described here?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Matthew 4:12-16, 23-24.
The meaning of “the zeal of the Lord.”

11. Picture a place where justice and righteousness are
established forever. What would it be like to live there?

A Son Called Father?
Although Jesus as God
the Son is not to be
confused with God the
Father, it is right to refer
to Him in prophecy as
Everlasting Father. Just
as God so loved the
world that He gave His
Only Son (John 3:16),
the Son came to save us
(see Philippians 2:5-8).

To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•
•

Complete safety, unity, and harmony
No prejudice, violence, or emotional distress
No sickness, no pain, no tears

Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

How does this picture of life give you hope as you celebrate the Christmas season?

•

Consider Ephesians 2:12-14: What emotions does this passage evoke in you?

David’s Throne?
For helpful references, see 2 Samuel 7:16; Luke 1:26-33; and Rev. 21:1-7.
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•

The Christmas season can sometimes feel like a burden with the shopping, the holiday
gatherings, the hectic schedule, and the crowds. In addition, Christmas can also be filled
with the emotions of anxiety, stress, and even grief as we reflect on our past experiences.
How can you help others to reflect on the great hope and peace that God offers through
Christ?

•

In what ways does the gospel of Jesus give you hope personally?

•

What new things have you learned about God and the hope that only He can provide?

This photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

•

Listen to Handel’s Messiah. The refrain known as “For unto Us a Child is Born” is
based on verses from Isaiah 9:1-7 (Find it at www.youtube.com by searching
“Messiah for unto us a child is born).

•

Follow the Lord’s leading to do something that provides others an awareness of the
hope we have in Christ, such as hospital visitation, food and aid distribution, opening
your home for a small group Bible study, singing Christmas carols in a nursing home
with friends, providing ministry to widows or the elderly.

•

Invite a friend or neighbor to the Christmas Eve worship service at First Southern
Baptist Church.
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Break Away Devotional
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shone. – Isaiah 9:2
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. – 1 John 1:1-5

Devotional Reading
The Great Light was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah about 700 years before Christ came into the
world as a baby on that very first Christmas. Isaiah described how the world would be in darkness
until that day, but when the Light came, the darkness would be pushed back and God’s Light
would shine forth.
Perhaps you can relate to this prophecy and its fulfillment in a very personal way. When you
accepted Christ as your Savior, you might have realized immediately, or perhaps over time, that
you were no longer walking in deep darkness. The Light of the World had come to you and you
received Him and became a child of God (John 1:12).
Does this describe your experience? It is possible, of course, that you have not yet seen the light,
so to speak. Maybe you are wondering how you might receive the Light of the World and become
a child of the Almighty God. If so, I invite you to turn back to pages 6-7 of this Bible study and
read the invitation and prayer of commitment. Go ahead . . . I’ll wait.
Did those paragraphs describe your heart’s desire to be in a right relationship with God? Did you
follow the A-B-C’s? If so, you are now an adopted child of God. Welcome to the family!

Prayer
Thank you, God, for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to take the penalty of my sins
upon Himself. Thank you for your gift of salvation and for your Holy Spirit who now lives within
me. Please teach me every day more about how I am to live in the light of your love. In Jesus’
name I pray, Amen.
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Lesson 2: Joseph and the Angel
Dec 6, 2020

Matthew 1:18-25; 2:13-23
Opener (optional):
Angels are ubiquitous in
American pop culture. How
many movies, TV shows,
and books can you name
featuring at least one
angel? (Connection
Groups, Google it for a
five-minute challenge!)
Angels are everywhere in the story of Christ. They
announce His impending conception and birth.
They announce the newborn baby in the manger.
They warn His family to take the boy Jesus and flee
to Egypt. They minister to Christ in the desert.
They strengthen Him in the garden. They
announce His resurrection. They were present at
His ascension. They bore witness to John of His
second coming. Angels are everywhere. And just
as all Scripture points to Christ, all angels point to
Him as well.

Read Matthew 1:18-25
Life was good and Joseph was excited. He was no
doubt looking forward to starting a new life with
his bride, raising a family, and living in peace as he
continued to grow his carpentry business. But
Joseph’s life was about to get extremely
complicated, and God knew that he would need a
little encouragement and direction. So, He sent
an angel with a message.

Advent Wreath (Optional)
Week Two – Peace
Read: Matthew 11:28-30
Say: We light the second candle
of Advent remembering the
peace that Christ offers – Peace
with God, peace with others,
and peace with ourselves. Jesus
Christ is the Prince of Peace now
and forever.
Pray: Thank you, God, for the
peace we have in Christ Jesus.
You have shown us, in Him, your
unconditional love for, and
acceptance of, sinners such as
me. Thank you that because He
came, the peace of God lives
within us. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Christmas Carol: Silent Night,
Holy Night
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1. Our concept of the Christmas story has become so sanitized over the years that we
often fail to grasp the human reality of it. What would Joseph’s reaction have been to
learning that Mary was pregnant?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

What did he think of Mary?
What did he think of his future plans?

Peace
The Old Testament anticipated, and the New Testament confirmed,
that God’s peace would be mediated through a messiah (Isa. 9:6-7;
Micah 5:4-5). Peace with God came through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ (Ro. 5:1; Eph 2:14-17; Col 1:19-20; Heb 13:20). Peter declared to
Cornelius, “You know the message God sent to the people of Israel,
telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all
(Acts 10:36).

2. What do you think of Joseph’s plan? (v. 19)
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

The Law verses mercy.
How a just man would be expected to react today.

3. God called Joseph to radical obedience. Can you recall a time when God was nudging you
toward this type of obedience? How did you respond?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•
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When obedience seemed risky.
When the outcome was either unknowable or knowingly painful or uncomfortable.

4. Do you think it is important to know that the angel spoke to Joseph regarding his plans to
take Mary as his wife? If so, how does it affect your faith?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Is your faith stronger because of this?
Has this study helped you to understand how Joseph was a “just man”?

5. Do you think you have ever had, or known someone who has had an encounter with an
angel?

Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

What effect does the understanding of Joseph’s radical obedience have on the way you
approach risk and costly obedience to God?

Read Matthew 2:13-23
6. Military families routinely relocate multiple times, sometimes as far as to the other side of
the world. Have you experienced relocations as a child, or as a parent? How does relocation
affect young children?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Do you think Jesus left his friends and his school when He went to Egypt?
Do children understand how relocations can sometimes be for their good?

Peace – Nearly all of Paul’s letters start with the phrase, “Grace and peace to you
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” This was not simply a standard
greeting that Paul thought sounded spiritual. Paul knew the grace and the peace of
God in Christ and he earnestly wanted others to know the Lord in the same way.
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7. God provided wisdom to Joseph in order to allow them to escape to Egypt and avoid
Herod’s evil plan. Have you ever experienced a supernatural gift of wisdom from God? Share
about that with your group.
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

When you made an important decision after much prayer.
When God directed your path, but you didn’t see His involvement at the time.

8. God worked in some amazing ways in this passage
while fulfilling prophecy. What part did you find
most amazing? Why does it stand out to you?
9. Leaders and people in general are often opposed
to anything that goes against their will and plans,
especially God's rule. How can you make sure that
your decisions are in line with God's truth and will?

What is Peace?
Peace is not the
absence of hostility or
disturbance, but
rather the knowledge
that one is whole or
sound in God’s care.

To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

The role of Scripture.
The role of the Holy Spirit.

10. The Bible tells us very little about Jesus’ childhood. Do you believe that even though we do
not know much of our Lord's earthly life, we have all that we need to know?

Biblical Peace
1. Peace with God – When we trust Christ as our Savior (Rom. 5:1)
2. Peace of God – The peace God gives to us in times of trial (Rom.
1:7; Phil. 4:7).
3. Peace on earth – Unlimited peace promised by God when Jesus
returns to set up His kingdom on the earth (Is. 9:6-7).
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Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

God took extreme measures to provide a rescue plan for you. Do you take that for
granted? What changes do you need to make to honor what has been done for you?

•

Jesus invokes a response from every person who has ever lived. What has been yours
from early childhood up to now, and what will it be in the future?

•

What has been your pattern of faith, acceptance, and devotion to Jesus over the years,
from fighting against Him to devoting your life to please Him?

•

Consider these words from Romans 10:13, “’For everyone who calls upon the name of the
Lord will be saved.’” When God says everyone, He means everyone. It doesn’t matter
who you are, where you’re from, how good you think you might be, or how bad you know
you have been. There are no ifs, ands, or buts. How does Romans 10:13 resonate in your
heart?
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•

Do you need peace today? The number one way to experience the peace of God is to
give your life to Him. Let Him call the shots, set your direction, and be the boss of you.

•

Do you need peace today? Forgive someone who has hurt you. Just let it go.

•

Can you share God’s peace with others? Yes, you can. Accept other people just the
way they are. Sure, we all have areas where we truly need to change, but only God
can change us. The best thing we can do for others is to pray for them . . . and accept
them right where they are.
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Break Away Devotional
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not,
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior (Isaiah 43:1-3a).
For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it (Luke
9:24).
Our God is a powerful God. With only His Spoken Word, He created everything that has been
created. He has overcome the evil that is in the world, and He has conquered sin and death. He
is sovereign and He reigns from eternity past to eternity future.
Our God is also a good God. He gave His only Son, so that whosoever believes in Him shall never
perish, but have everlasting life. He leads us and guides us into righteousness, comforting us and
strengthening us in our time of trouble. God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all.
And our God is also a rescuer. He is in the business of forgiving those who repent, saving those
who are lost, comforting those who are troubled, providing for those who are impoverished,
restoring those who are broken, and convicting those who have gone astray. His compassion
never ends.
As the Apostle Paul contemplated the all-powerful, all-good, all-compassionate, eternal God who
came into the world as Jesus Christ, he declared, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2
Cor. 9:15).
How do you describe that which is eternal when we are finite and limited? Paul says you can’t.
How do you describe that which is holy when we have all sinned and fallen short of His glory?
Paul says you can’t. How do you describe Emmanuel, God with us? Paul says you can’t. How do
you describe a God who would embark on the greatest rescue mission in all of eternity in order
to save us from the penalty of our very own sins? Paul says, “I cannot describe Him; all I can do
is fall on my knees and thank Him.” And that is what you and I should do as well.

Prayer
Thank you, God, for who you are and for what you have done for me. You created me, pursued
me, saved me, and have called me your child. You have a room in your mansion with my name
on it, and have promised that one day I will meet you face to face and worship you forever in the
presence of your throne. I cannot begin to adequately describe your goodness and your grace in
Jesus Christ, your Indescribable Gift. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.
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Lesson 3: Mary and the Angel
Dec 13, 2020

Luke 1:26-38, 46-55
Opener (optional):
We all have joyous
memories of past
experiences: catching a
trophy bass, the birth of a
baby, accomplishing a
difficult task, going on a
great vacation. What are
the memories of great joy
your group can share?
Where Jesus is, there is joy. There was joy when
He healed the sick and the afflicted. There was joy
when He turned the water into wine. There was
joy when He raised the dead. There was joy when
He multiplied the fish and the loaves. There was
joy when He welcomed the outcasts and the
sinners into God’s presence. And there was joy in
your heart on the day you came to realize His
great love for you, and you, in turn, gave your life
to Him.

Read Luke 1:26-33
Life was good and Mary was excited. She was no
doubt looking forward to starting a new life with
her husband, starting a family, and living in peace
as she lived her life in quiet faithfulness to God.
But Mary’s life was about to get extremely
complicated, and God knew that she would need
a little information and a whole lot of
encouragement. So, He sent an angel with a
reassuring and perplexing message that she has
found favor with God and will bear His Son even
as a virgin.

Advent Wreath (Optional)
Week Three – Joy
Read: John 15:11
Say: We light the second candle
of Advent remembering the joy
that Christ offers – the fullness
of joy for today and for eternity.
Pray: Thank you, God, for the
joy we have in Christ Jesus. You
have given us your joy in Him, so
that our joy may be full. We
know that joy is a gift, and we
are to celebrate your gift of joy
even in difficult circumstances
because our God is faithful. In
Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.
Christmas Carol: Joy to the
World
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1. What does verse 29 tell us about Mary’s inner thoughts when greeted by Gabriel? Look
also at Luke 2:19. How did Luke get this information about what Mary was thinking? (See
Luke 1:1-4) What does this tell you about the accuracy and authenticity of this account in the
gospel?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Do you think Luke might have interviewed Mary before writing this gospel?
How many people do you think he might have spoken with in order to write the events
recorded in The Book of Luke?

“The Lord is with you” (v. 28b). While Luke does not cite Scripture, as
Matthew does, the angel’s promise reminds us of God’s words to
Moses at the burning bush, “I will be with you” (Exodus 3:12) – and
the angel said to Gideon, “The Lord is with you” (Judges 6:12) – and
the Lord’s assurance to Jeremiah, “I am with you to deliver you”
(Jeremiah 1:8), and of course we are reminded of the promise held in
Hebrews 13:5, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

2. Would you be afraid if an angel appeared to you?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Biblical characters were often afraid at the appearance of an angel.
What do you think an angel looks like?

3. Do you think the angel Gabriel was a “bit too harsh” with Zechariah when he struck him
silent (Luke 1:20)? He was not as strict when dealing with Mary’s unbelief. Why?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•
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How God relates to each of us personally and uniquely.
Zechariah’s reaction to the message and level of faith vs. those of Mary.

4. Why did Gabriel tell Mary that the child should be named Jesus? (See Matthew 1:21) What
else did the angel tell Mary about her child? (See verse 32-33). How is this message a
fulfillment of God’s promise of salvation to His people? (See 2 Samuel 7; Isaiah 9:6-7;
Jeremiah 33:14-18; Daniel 2:44; 7:14, 18, 27; Revelation 11:15).

Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

Do you sometimes find it hard to believe the promises in the word of God? How have
you overcome this crisis of belief in the past?

Read Luke 1:34-38
5. Did Mary find it hard to believe the words of the angel?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Do her words indicate unbelief, or something else, such as confusion, bewilderment, etc.?
The angel’s response.

6. Was Gabriel’s message to Mary one of pure privilege or did it come with a personal cost to
her? What costs do you think Mary could experience?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Her reputation in the community.
Would her response have been different if she understood the costs?

Rick Warren provides his definition of joy as: “Joy is the settled
assurance that God is in control of all the details of my life, the quiet
confidence that ultimately everything is going to be alright, and the
determined choice to praise God in every situation.”
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Read Luke 1:46-55
7. What is the reason that Mary gave for her joy in verses 47-48?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

What was Mary’s “humble estate”?
When you think of Mary’s experiences, do you “call
her blessed?”

8. Explain how a person’s “soul magnifies the Lord” and
“spirit rejoices in God.”
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Have you ever been brought to tears of joy during a
moment of worship?
To magnify means to “make things appear large or to
glorify.”

Rejoicing describes
the outward
expression of our
internal joy.
In the Bible, rejoicing
takes the form of
leaping, shouting,
dancing, singing, and
playing music.

9. Mary’s song of praise gives evidence of her deep
knowledge of Scripture. Are the times when your “soul
magnifies the Lord” and your “spirit rejoices in God” fueled by such a deep knowledge of the
Scriptures? Does such a life of worship even require such a deep knowledge of Scripture?
Why or why not?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Were you able to truly worship before you knew much of the Bible?
How did your worship change as you came to know God more through the Scriptures?

10. One of the things Mary praised God for was His power. How does God exert strength and
power over the world? How have you seen His power at work at First Southern Baptist
Church recently? Through your life?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•
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In relation to worldwide health and economic crises in 2020.
In relation to your personal life and experiences in 2020.

Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

Read and contemplate the words of Ephesians 2:1-10.

•

Study the contrasts between Gabriel’s appearances to announce the births of John
(Luke 1:5-25) and Jesus (Luke 1:26-35). Compare the recipients’ genders, age, marital
status, and their response to Gabriel. What conclusions can you draw about whom God
uses to execute His will? In God’s plan, is there just one kind person that He can use? Is
there a reason that you’ve thought that God cannot or will not use you in His plans?

•

What are specific reasons God is a source of joy for you? How do you express this joy to
God and to others?

•

Read Colossians 1:15-20. What do we learn about Jesus and His gospel through these
verses? How can they be a source of joy for you?
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In Romans chapter 12 the Apostle Paul tells us to celebrate one another by “loving one
another” (v. 10), “honor one another” (vs. 11), “contribute to the needs of one another” (v.
12), “show hospitality to one another” (v. 13), “bless one another” (v. 14), and “rejoice with
those who rejoice” (v. 15).
Here are some ways you can celebrate and rejoice with those who rejoice:
1. Surprise someone with an unexpected meal (new mother, the sick, the elderly, the busy)
2. Remind someone they are valued by sending a card, making a call, or baking a cake.
3. Throw a party for small milestones such as school grades or completing a difficult task.
4. Reconnect with an old friend.
5. Give out public praise.
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Break Away Devotional
Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of
the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.3 His
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards
trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the
dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told
you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold
of his feet and worshiped him. – Matthew 28:1-9
There are some stories in the Bible that seem to be sad, scary, funny, weird, miraculous, and
joyful all at the same time. This is one of those stories.
The passage tells us of women who were coming to Jesus’ tomb to see it and to mourn His
death. It tells us of a great earthquake and an angel who looked like lightening and decided to
sit down on a stone. It tells us of soldiers who were so terrified at what they saw, they shook
and fell down like they were dead. Most importantly however, it tells us of how the angel rolled
away that stone before he sat on it to show the women that Jesus was not in the tomb.
In all of this sad, scary, funny, weird, and miraculous circumstance, the women who have come
to grieve hurry away “filled with joy.” And if their joy is already full, what happens next makes
their joy overflow: Jesus meets them. The person they have come to see dead is standing in
front of them alive!
Do you remember when you first met Jesus? He took your sorrow and turned it into the
greatest joy. And He has done the same from that time until now. One day you will see Him
face to face and your joy will be complete. If you haven’t met Him yet, I hope you meet him
soon—maybe even today. It is the greatest joy any of us has known.

Prayer
Dear Jesus, our eyes are sore from the violence, injustice, sickness, and death in this world.
Help us to meet you today so that we may see the joy and hope only you can give. Amen.
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Lesson 4: The Shepherds and the Angel
Dec 20, 2020

Luke 2:8-21
Opener (optional)
Many of us enjoy eating
“comfort food” when life
seems crazy. Where do you
go, or what do you do, to
find comfort?
The angel Gabriel visited Zechariah with a special
announcement (Luke 1:13 ff). Six months later, the
angel Gabriel visited Mary with a special
announcement (Luke 1:26 ff). And now in Luke 2:9,
“an angel of the Lord” appeared to the shepherds
with a special announcement. Could this have also
been the angel named Gabriel? We are not told his
name, but one thing is clear; the news that Christ
was born could not have been adequately
delivered by just one angel, no matter how
majestic. This good news of God’s greatest
demonstration of His love for us was so good, it
required a multitude of angels to bring it!

Read Luke 2:8-10
The shepherds would never forget that night. They
were in the fields keeping watch over their flock
when all of a sudden, an angel appeared to them
and the glory of the Lord shone around them. The
angel came with a simple message: Your Savior,
who is Christ the Lord, is born; now go to Him. But
before that heavenly messenger was finished
delivering this good news of great joy, the heavens
seemed to burst wide with a multitude of the
heavenly host who just could not help themselves
but to praise God for the peace that would now
come into the world.

Advent Wreath (Optional)
Week Four – Love
Read: 1 Cor. 13:1-13
Say: We light the fourth candle
of Advent remembering the love
of God revealed to us in Christ.
Pray: Father, you show your love
for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. And
now we are called to love others
just as Christ loved us. Help us,
Lord, to love you and our
neighbor as you would have us
to do. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Christmas Carol: Go Tell it on
the Mountain
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1. Why do you think God sent angels to deliver this message to shepherds in the field?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Why not announce the news to the whole world at one time?
Why shepherds? Why not sailors, carpenters, or basket weavers?

Shepherds?
Shepherds did not have a great reputation in the ancient world.
Many scholars note that they were, as a class, regarded as
unreliable, dishonest, and completely without integrity and ethics.
It is reported that they were not even allowed to give testimony in
the law courts because of their questionable character.

2. Describe people in our culture that are usually overlooked or seen as unimportant. If this
type of person were to tell you that they have very important news you needed to hear, how
would you respond?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

How does God view people such as these?
How do you demonstrate God’s love to those who might seem unlovable?

3. The angel said that the good news of great joy was for all the people. Have “all the people”
heard the news?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•
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Who do you know that has not heard the news of God’s love shown to us in Christ?
What can you do to take the good news of love to them?

Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

Someone loved me enough to share the gospel with me; am I sharing the good news of
Jesus Christ with others?

Read Luke 2:11-14
4. What does it mean to you that there is peace among those with whom God is pleased?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Is there peace on earth today?
Do you have peace with God today?

5. What is meant by “Glory to God in the highest”?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

God’s love takes
many forms
throughout the
stories of Scripture.
Parts of the Bible
even refer to God
as Love itself.

What is glory?
How do we give God glory?

Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

Do you unconditionally obey the One you call “Lord”?

A Really Tough Angel Bible Quiz
1. What city did Lot convince the angels to let him escape to?
2. When Elijah fled from Jezebel, what did an angel provide to him
to eat, giving him 40 days of strength?
3. Who was the first person recorded as being visited by an angel?
4. In Revelation, how many angels were given trumpets?
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Read Luke 2:15-21
6. How are we to respond to the wonders that God has done and is doing in the world and in
our own lives?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

What did the angels do? The Shepherds? Mary?
What can you and I do?

7. Read Matthew 2:3-5. How did the shepherds’
reaction to the news of the Messiah’s arrival compare
to the religious leaders’ reaction?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

God loves you simply
because He loves you. You
don’t have to work for His
affection. You don’t have
to “get your life together,”
“pull yourself up by the
bootstraps,” or “try to
work harder at being a
good person,” before God
can pour out His love over
you.

Why would all of Jerusalem be troubled?
Why would the religious leaders not express a
desire to investigate or inquire further?

8. How does encountering Christ change your identity? How does becoming a Christian change
your purpose?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Your priorities, plans, and dreams for your future.
Your calling to share God’s love even with your enemies.

How do we love like God loves? Jesus tells us . . .
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.’” But I say to you, Love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of
your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For
if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same? – Matthew 5:43-46
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9. How can these verses reassure you when you’re tempted to feel unworthy of God’s love?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

How can you “treasure up all these things and ponder them in your heart”?
In Hebrew, the name “Jesus” means to deliver or to rescue.

10. Have you ever had an undeniable encounter with God? If so, describe the experience. What
made it so evident that God was present? How did you respond to Him?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

In your circumstances, your prayers, as you were reading the Bible
To give you direction, comfort, peace, salvation

Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

How is the Christmas story a demonstration of God’s continuing love for you in a crazy,
mixed up world?

•

What two things have you learned from others in your group during this lesson time?

•

God promised since the days of Adam and Eve that He would send a Messiah to rescue
His people, with no less than 44 specific prophecies of Jesus in the Old Testament. What
does it mean to you personally that God is a promise keeper and He promises to you an
inheritance in eternity?
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Christians are given the extraordinary privilege—and extraordinary challenge—of
sharing God’s love with others. The privilege comes from seeing the healing power of
that love in the lives of hurting people. The challenge comes in knowing how we
should do it. Your final challenge in this study is to read (and do!) Matthew 25:35-40.
These methods of sharing God’s love are “pre-approved” by Jesus Himself!
- Give food and drink to those in need.
- Clothe the naked.
- Visit the sick and those in prison.
You do not need to look very long and hard to find these opportunities, and you do
not need to wonder if it is God’s will to meet these needs!
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Break Away Devotional
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God
and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us. – 1 John 4:7-12
There is anxiety in Oklahoma City today. At the writing of this devotional, the dreaded
coronavirus, COVID-19, is moving into town. Two weeks ago, there were no cases of infection in
the state of Oklahoma. Today there are ten. The grocery stores are packed with frantic shoppers.
Empty shelves abound that once held toilet paper, paper towels, baby wipes, disinfectant
cleaners, and hand sanitizer. There is a call to avoid crowds of more than 10 people. There is a
cry to wash our hands, cover our coughs, and stop hoarding food and supplies. Sporting events,
parades, and activities of all kinds are cancelled all over the city. Cable news and social media are
feeding the hysteria. The government urges us to remain calm while states of emergency are
declared at the national, state, and local levels. Stress levels are rising, panic is developing, and
irrational fear is a tsunami engulfing our city and nation.
Even so, the love of God is evident everywhere. This week, I helped a church member to access
First Southern worship services and Bible studies on his computer. The love he has for Jesus and
His church brought tears of joy to his eyes before I even left his home. Yesterday, I met a man
who came to know the Lord after realizing the frailty of life and of his need for Jesus. Today, I
have more people checking on me and my family than ever before. Today, First Southern has
more volunteers than ever to distribute food to those who are in need. Today, more people are
praying for our church members and ministry leaders than we know. Today, we are more aware
of God’s love and many blessings in our lives. We are more aware of His peace in our hearts as
we live through these uncertain times, and the joy we have in Christ as we realize His providential
care. And today, perhaps more than ever before, we realize the great hope we have in Christ.
Even in a world that is filled with chaos and confusion, God is evident. He brings His peace, joy,
love, and hope to us, as He calms us in the midst of the storm that surrounds us.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, as we experience the storms that come into our lives, we are more aware of
your presence than perhaps ever before. Make us instruments of your peace in these troubled
times, so that we might share your love with those who are suffering and struggling in this world,
telling them of the great peace that we have in Christ; for He has overcome the world. In Jesus’
name I pray, Amen.

35

Lesson 5: Christ’s Second Advent
Dec 27, 2020

Acts 1:1-11; Revelation 1
Opener (optional):
Everyone loves to be a
winner. We enter fishing
contests, chili cook-offs,
car shows, dog shows, and
even pig shows at the
county fair hoping to win
the blue ribbon. What is
the best thing you have
ever won?
You might have heard people say that Revelation
is their favorite book of the Bible because it
reveals to us that in the end, we win. At Jesus’
Second Coming, Christians are shown to be
overcomers. What a glorious day that will be. We
win!

Read Acts 1:1-11
Jesus had completed the work that His Father had
given Him to do by offering His own life as a
sacrifice for many. After He rose from the grave,
He appeared to His disciples for forty days. What
an encouragement this must have been for His
friends! Now, in Acts chapter 1, it is time for Him
to return to His throne in heaven until the day He
returns again. When He had gone, His disciples
must have been staring in amazement at the cloud
that took Him, because an angel who had
appeared there with them said, “Why do you
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts
1:11).
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Is the Rapture and the
Second Coming the Same
Thing?
Christ will come again. His return
will be personal, visible, and
glorious, a blessed hope for
which we should constantly
watch and pray.1 Jesus will come
for His Church prior to other
end-time events; this is
commonly referred to as the
"Rapture." At that time the dead
in Christ will be raised and living
Christians will be caught up to
meet the Lord in the air and be
with Him forever.2 In this
resurrection, those who have
died in Christ will have their
redeemed souls and spirits
united with a body similar to
Christ's glorified body. Christians
living at the time of this event
will not die but will be changed
to be like Christ.3 This
expectation is a motivation for
holy living, as well as a source of
comfort.4 No man knows the day
or the hour when this will take
place.5

1. What do we know of what Jesus taught from the time of His resurrection to His ascension?
Look at Acts 1:3 and Luke 24 for clues.
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

The angels referred to the Word of the Lord when talking to the women at the tomb.
Jesus spoke of Scripture with His disciples on
the road to Emmaus and also in Jerusalem.

2. To whom did Jesus appear during the 40 days
after his resurrection?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

All of those already mentioned in Luke 24 and
Acts 1:3
1 Corinthians 15:1-9; John 20:11-18; John
20:19-31; John 21:1-14

3. How does a right understanding of the glory of
Christ and the immanence of His return create a
sense of urgency in you as you practice your faith?

What Happens to Us
After the Rapture?
After the Rapture of the
Church, Christians will be
brought before the
judgement seat of Christ.
He will reward them on
the basis of the works
they have accomplished.6
This is not a judgement to
determine their salvation
but a reward for labor on
Christ’s behalf.7

To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

He will come at a time when you least expect
it (Matthew 24:44).
He might come sooner than you think He will.

Getting Personal: What does this mean to me?
•

Do you ever think about the second coming of Christ? What emotion do you experience
when you do? How can we be prepared for Christ’s return? What specifically can you
commit to doing differently that would give you peace of mind about it?
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We know that Jesus will come again because of . . . The Testimony of
Jesus Himself.
For the Son of Man is going to come with His angels in the glory of his Father, and then He will
repay each person according to what he has done. – Matthew 16:27
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His
glorious throne. Before Him will be gathered all the nations, and He will separate people one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. – Matthew 25:31-32
In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, that where I am you may be also. – John 14:2-3
Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!”
– John 21:22

What Happens to Others after the Rapture?
The Rapture will usher in a period that the Bible characterizes
as the "the Great Tribulation."8 At the end of the Tribulation,
Jesus Christ will return with the angels and the Church to
establish His Kingdom on earth.10 His Kingdom will last for a
thousand years.11 At this Second Coming, the Antichrist will be
cast into the Lake of Fire and Satan will be bound for a
thousand years. 12 The nations and their representatives will
be judged.13 Israel will be restored to her land, never more to
be removed.14 Christ will reign with firmness and equity.15 His
kingdom will be marked by physical and spiritual blessing,
since the curse upon the earth will be removed.16

38

4. When Jesus told His disciples that He would come again, how did He describe what His return
would be like? How is this different from the way He came to earth the first time?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

The scene described in Matthew 24:29-31
The scene described in Luke 2:8-14

5. Why do you think the disciples wanted to know about Jesus’ Second Coming (Matthew
24:3)? Why is it important for us to learn about the Second Coming?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

Sometimes people are just curious and desire information.
Sometimes people need information in order to be prepared for future events.

We know that Jesus will come again because of . . . The Testimony of
the Angels.
And while they were gazing into heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by them in white
robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him go into heaven.” –
Acts 1:10-11
6. What did the angels mean when they said, “He will come in the same way as you saw him
go into heaven?”
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

How did He go?
How will He come back?

We know that Jesus will come again because of . . . The Testimony of
the Apostles.
Paul in all his epistles speaks of the Lord's return 50 times. One verse in every 30 in the New
Testament refers to Christ's Second Coming. There are 20 times as many references in the Old
Testament to Christ's Second Coming as to His First Coming.
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Paul – But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to
subject all things to himself. – Philippians 3:20-21
Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ.” – Titus 2:13
So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to
deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. – Hebrews 9:28
James – Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits
for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late
rains. – James 5:7
Jude – It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold,
the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment on all and to convict all
the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way,
and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” – Jude 14-15
John – And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence
and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. – 1 John 2:28
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him,
and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. – Revelation 1:7

What Happens after Christ’s 1,000-Year Reign?
The Messianic Kingdom will close with apostasy and
rebellion.17 God will crush this uprising and Satan will be
thrown into the lake of fire.18 All those who rejected the Word
of God will be resurrected.19 They will be judged by Christ and
cast into the Lake of Fire, the place where they will suffer final
and everlasting punishment.20. After this judgement there will
be a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness
dwells.21 There will be a new Jerusalem and the everlasting
presence of God among all the redeemed.22
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7. The apostles were waiting for Jesus’ Second Coming. Are you waiting for Him? How should
we wait for Him? What should we do while we wait for Him? Is there anything we can do to
shorten this wait?
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

The apostles had a sense of urgency to get the message out.
The apostles wanted everyone to wait patiently but also expectantly.

We know that Jesus will come again because of . . . The Testimony of
the Lord’s Supper.
"For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he
comes.” – 1 Corinthians 11:26
8. Not by accident, Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper during the Passover meal. What
connections do you see between the Lord’s Supper and Passover (see Exodus 12:1-14)? How
is the Lord’s Supper a celebration of a much greater deliverance? (1 Cor. 5:7-8, Heb. 2:14-15,
Gal. 1:3-4)
To think about as you discuss . . .
•
•

From what did the blood of the lamb deliver Israel?
From what did the Blood of the Lamb deliver you?

9. What are the dangers of losing sight of the enormous sacrifice of Christ on your behalf?
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•

Are you ready for His return? Unless you have repented of your sins and made a
profession of faith in Jesus Christ, you are not ready. See pages 6-7 for the invitation
and prayer of commitment to ensure you are ready. You do not know when He will
call you into account, either by ushering you into eternity through a sudden death, or
by His return.

•

If you are ready, rejoice! His promise is sure and we long for Him to come back.
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8
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18
Revelation 20:10
19
Revelation 20:11–13
20
Revelation 20:14, 15; Mark 9:48
21
2 Peter 3:13
22
Revelation 21:2, 3
2
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Advent 2020 Family Time
This four-week discussion guide is ideal for families of all sizes and ages.

Each session includes:
• Pair Up—A chance for families to reflect on their week’s experiences with one another.
• Tune In—A brief time of prayer focused on tuning into God’s presence.
• Talk Through—Family discussion questions that open the week’s themes.
• Reflect On—Scripture exploration and discussion.
• Step Out—A concluding exercise focused on life application.
• Offer Up—A closing prayer to wrap up your Family Time meeting.
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Family Time Lesson 1: Hope
For the First Week of Advent
November 29 – December 5, 2020

Pair Up:
As much as is possible and practicable, form small groups or pairs arranged by age. For families
with young children, one group is recommended. For families with older children or teenagers,
perhaps pairing the parents in one group and the older children in another group would be
beneficial. It is also perfectly appropriate for all families to meet in one group if that is desired.
Let your family size, dynamics, and relative ages guide your grouping decisions.
Read Jeremiah 29:11 together and discuss these questions:
•
•

What are you hoping for this year at Christmas time?
What plans do you think the Lord might have for you and your family in 2021?

Tune In:
Gather everyone together and lead the family in a brief prayer. Include a short time of silence in
the prayer as family members set aside worries and distracting thoughts in order to focus on
God’s presence.

Talk Through:
In your designated family group, talk through these questions:
•
•
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What do you hope to gain from this Advent 2020 Family Time?
What is the first image or memory that comes to mind for you when you think of the
word hope? Why do you associate that image or memory with hope?

Reflect On:
Review together Luke 1:30-33 and think about what great hope Mary must have had for her yet
unborn son as she waited for him to finally be born.
•
•
•

What have you had to wait for in your life?
What are you waiting for now?
God Himself is our God of Hope. Romans 15:13 says, “May the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in
hope.” What might be missing when you neglect to acknowledge that your hope is not
only in God, but is God?

Ask a family member to read Isaiah 9:6-7.
•
•

How might the nation of Israel receive such wonderful news that God has given them
such a great hope for their future?
How do you feel as you are waiting to unwrap those wonderful gifts under the
Christmas tree? Are you excited? Are you hopeful?

Step Out:
Prompt family members to apply this week’s study to their lives by focusing on hope as a
central aspect of God’s character.
•
•
•

Parents: Discuss the hope you have in God for the future of your family as you all grow
closer to God and to one another in love.
Older children: Discuss the hope you have in God as He leads you and guides you
through every stage of life, providing for your every need along the way.
Younger children: Know that God loves you and watches over you every day!

Offer Up:
Close with a time of prayer focused on praising God for the great hope we have in Jesus Christ –
Hope for today and for eternity.
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Family Time Lesson 2: Peace
For the Second Week of Advent
December 6-12, 2020

Pair Up:
As much as is possible and practicable, form small groups or pairs arranged by age. For families
with young children, one group is recommended. For families with older children or teenagers,
perhaps pairing the parents in one group and the older children in another group would be
beneficial. It is also perfectly appropriate for all families to meet in one group if that is desired.
Let your family size, dynamics, and relative ages guide your grouping decisions.
Read John 14:27 together and discuss these questions:
•
•

What is your idea of a perfectly peaceful home or a perfectly peaceful day?
What is one activity that brings you peace?

Tune In:
Gather everyone together and lead the family in a brief prayer. Include a short time of silence in
the prayer as family members set aside worries and distracting thoughts in order to focus on
God’s presence.

Talk Through:
In your designated family group, talk through these questions:
•
•
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What is the first image or memory that comes to mind for you when you think of the
word peace? Why do you associate that image or memory with peace?
What is the most peaceful place that you know of?

Reflect On:
Review together Mark 4:35-41 and think about how turbulent the wind and the waves must
have been and how scared the disciples surely were before Christ brought peace to the
situation.
•
•
•

What “storms” have you had in your life?
How did you find peace in your storm?
Jesus Himself is our Peace. Jesus said, “I have said these things to you, that in me you
may have peace” (John 16:33). What might be missing when you neglect to
acknowledge that your peace is not only in Jesus, but is Jesus?

Ask a family member to read Matthew 5:9 and Isaiah 26:3.
•
•

Would you be a good peacemaker? Why do you think this?
How can we keep our minds on God and therefore experience His perfect peace?

Step Out:
Prompt family members to apply this week’s study to their lives by focusing on peace as a
central aspect of God’s character.
•
•
•

Parents: Discuss the peace you have, trusting in God for the future of your family.
Older children: Discuss the peace you have in God, knowing that He is with you in your
storms of life. He might choose to calm your storm, or He might choose to calm you in
the midst of it.
Younger children: Peace comes from God and God’s peace is always there for you!

Offer Up:
Close with a time of prayer focused on praising God for the great peace we have in Jesus Christ
– Peace for today and for eternity.
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Family Time Lesson 3: Joy
For the Third Week of Advent
December 13-19, 2020

Pair Up:
As much as is possible and practicable, form small groups or pairs arranged by age. For families
with young children, one group is recommended. For families with older children or teenagers,
perhaps pairing the parents in one group and the older children in another group would be
beneficial. It is also perfectly appropriate for all families to meet in one group if that is desired.
Let your family size, dynamics, and relative ages guide your grouping decisions.
Read Luke 2:10 together and discuss these questions:
•
•

What brings you the greatest joy?
What would you consider to be “good news of great joy” today?

Tune In:
Gather everyone together and lead the family in a brief prayer. Include a short time of silence in
the prayer as family members set aside worries and distracting thoughts in order to focus on
God’s presence.

Talk Through:
In your designated family group, talk through these questions:
•
•
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Children take joy in birthday celebrations, while older people often do not. Why is this?
Who do you know that always seems to be joyful?

Reflect On:
Review together John 6:9-14 and think about how the boy must have felt as he gave his lunch
to Jesus who then fed many thousands of people with that little bit of food.
•
•
•

Do you think he expected Jesus to do a miracle with what he gave?
Describe the joy that he must have surely felt when he saw his food being miraculously
multiplied.
What does it mean for you to give sacrificially to Jesus? Is there joy in doing so?

Ask a family member to read Psalm 30:11.
•

How has God done these things for you and your family?

Step Out:
Prompt family members to apply this week’s study to their lives by focusing on joy as a central
aspect of God’s character.
•
•
•

Parents: Discuss how Christ gives you joy even when life gets difficult.
Older children: Discuss the joy you have in God, knowing that no matter what you ever
go through, He is always there to give you strength and endurance.
Younger children: Stick with God and He will give you His joy always!

Offer Up:
Close with a time of prayer focused on praising God for the great joy we have in Jesus Christ –
joy for today and for eternity.
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Family Time Lesson 4: Love
For the Fourth Week of Advent
December 20-24, 2020

Pair Up:
As much as is possible and practicable, form small groups or pairs arranged by age. For families
with young children, one group is recommended. For families with older children or teenagers,
perhaps pairing the parents in one group and the older children in another group would be
beneficial. It is also perfectly appropriate for all families to meet in one group if that is desired.
Let your family size, dynamics, and relative ages guide your grouping decisions.
Read John 3:16 together and discuss these questions:
•
•

How many people do you think there might be in the world today?
If you could give anything to everyone in the world, what would it be?

Tune In:
Gather everyone together and lead the family in a brief prayer. Include a short time of silence in
the prayer as family members set aside worries and distracting thoughts in order to focus on
God’s presence.

Talk Through:
In your designated family group, talk through these questions:
•
•
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How has God demonstrated His love to you and your family today?
How do you think He will demonstrate His love to you next week or next year?

Reflect On:
Review together Ephesians 1:4-6 and think about what a special place we have in God’s heart.
•
•
•

How does it feel when you are chosen to be on someone’s team or to be their friend?
How would it feel not to be chosen?
What does it say about God that He chose us before He even created the earth?

Ask a family member to read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.
•

Are some of these demonstrations of unconditional love more difficult for you to do
than others? Why do you think that is?

Step Out:
Prompt family members to apply this week’s study to their lives by focusing on love as a central
aspect of God’s character.
•
•
•

Parents: Discuss how you can specifically show God’s love to those in need.
Older children: Discuss how a friend might feel when you ask them if they would like to
go to church with you. Is this a way of showing God’s love?
Younger children: God loves you just the way you are! He couldn’t love you more, and
He couldn’t love you less!

Offer Up:
Close with a time of prayer focused on praising God for the great love that He has shown your
family in Jesus Christ.
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Advent 2020 Daily Reading Plan
This Christmas season, we’ll be reading through the Bible from Genesis to Jesus’ birth in order
to invite you into God’s Story, sharing why and how Jesus came to us on Christmas. Read
through this reading plan alone or gather together with your family for 5-10 minutes each day
in December. Read the Bible story then discuss how it applies to your life using the simple
takeaway that connects each big Bible moment to our lives today. If you want to go deeper, use
the memory verse to hide God’s Word in your hearts together.

WEEK 1: THE STORY
Our Advent Daily Reading Plan starts on December 1 as we begin counting down to Christmas.
Everyone has a story, so they say, and this is the beginning of ours. This first week we’ll focus on
the beginning of our story with God. We’ll discuss Creation, The Fall, the story of Noah, Abraham,
Isaac, Joseph, and Moses all this week – foundational people and moments in our story of faith.
DECEMBER 1: CREATION
•
•
•

Read Genesis 1-2
Memory Verse: Psalm 139:13-14
Take Away: God knew you and loved you even before you were born.

DECEMBER 2: THE FALL
•
•
•

Read Genesis 3
Memory Verse: 1 John 1:9
Take Away: God forgives our bad choices when we ask Him; He loves us no matter
what.

DECEMBER 3: NOAH
•
•
•
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Read Genesis 6
Memory Verse: Proverbs 3:5-6
Take Away: When we know the good character of God, we can trust His instructions
even when we don’t understand.

DECEMBER 4: ABRAHAM
•
•
•

Read Genesis 17:1-8
Memory Verse: Romans 4:16
Take Away: We can wait patiently because God’s promises can be trusted.

DECEMBER 5: ISAAC
•
•
•

Read Genesis 21:1-21
Memory Verse: Romans 8:28
Take Away: When we wait on God, we let Him write the story of our lives.

DECEMBER 6: JOSEPH
•
•
•

Read Genesis 37
Memory Verse: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Take Away: When we understand God’s love, we are thankful and don’t need to
compare ourselves to others.

DECEMBER 7: MOSES
•
•
•

Read Exodus 2-3
Memory Verse: Psalm 46:1
Take Away: God is always with us.

DECEMBER 8: THE RED SEA MIRACLE
•
•
•

Read Exodus 14
Memory Verse: Psalm 91:4
Take Away: Because God is always present in our lives, He knows our needs.

WEEK 2: THE PROCESS
Next in our Advent reading, we’ll walk through the process – the lives and stories that tell us
more about how and why Jesus came to us on Christmas. From Moses all the way to David, we
see the lineage of Jesus; the continuation of His family story. As we enter into each moment of
our faith history, we begin to understand God’s process of redemption and His great love for
His children.
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DECEMBER 9: THE 10 COMMANDMENTS
•
•
•

Read Exodus 20
Memory Verse: Psalm 19:8
Take Away: When we follow God’s commands, we will find joy in living well.

DECEMBER 10: JOSHUA
•
•
•

Read Joshua 1
Memory Verse: 1 John 4:18
Take Away: God will give us strength and courage in every situation.

DECEMBER 11: HANNAH + SAMUEL
•
•
•

Read 1 Samuel 1-2
Memory Verse: Psalm 37:4
Take Away: A heart of gratitude will open our eyes to see and understand God’s plan.

DECEMBER 12: DAVID
•
•
•

Read 1 Samuel 16
Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10
Take Away: God does not look at our outward appearance, He looks at our heart.

DECEMBER 13: FACING THE GIANT
•
•
•

Read 1 Samuel 17
Memory Verse: Philippians 4:13
Take Away: Our strength to win the battle against our “giants” comes from God.

DECEMBER 14: SOLOMON
•
•
•
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Read 1 Kings 3
Memory Verse: James 3:17
Take Away: True wisdom (knowing what to do) comes from God.

DECEMBER 15: JONAH
•
•
•

Read Jonah 1-2
Memory Verse: Luke 11:28
Take Away: God is good and worthy of our obedience.

WEEK 3: THE CALL
This week in our Advent Reading Plan, we’ll follow the call on lives such as Isaiah, Daniel,
Esther, and Nehemiah who boldly obeyed God’s leading to go, to speak, to rescue and to
proclaim Him as Lord. As we share the stories of these heroes of our faith, we begin to see it all
come together; God’s incredible rescue plan…a plan of hope and healing; a plan of victory for
His people.
DECEMBER 16: ISAIAH
•
•
•

Read Isaiah 9:1-7, 11:1-5
Memory Verse: Romans 1:16
Take Away: God asks us to share His good news with others.

DECEMBER 17: DANIEL
•
•
•

Read Daniel 6
Memory Verse: Hebrews 10:23
Take Away: God is faithful and never-changing.

DECEMBER 18: ESTHER
•
•
•

Read Esther 4-5
Memory Verse: Philippians 2:13
Take Away: When we follow God, we can do great things – right now, right where we
are.

DECEMBER 19: NEHEMIAH
•
•
•

Read Nehemiah 1
Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:58
Take Away: We can do hard things with God’s help.
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DECEMBER 20: ELIZABETH + JOHN THE BAPTIST
•
•
•

Read Luke 1:5-25, 57-80
Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:1
Take Away: God wants us to trust Him and believe He can do the impossible.

DECEMBER 21: MARY + JOSEPH
•
•
•

Read Luke 1:26-56
Memory Verse: Isaiah 26:3
Take Away: God will bring peace when we say YES.

DECEMBER 22: JESUS IS HERE!
•
•
•

Read Luke 2:1-7
Memory Verse: John 3:16
Take Away: Jesus came to save us and teach us how to live and love well.

WEEK 4: THE PROMISE
We’re moving our way toward the center of it all, JESUS! This week in our Advent reading we
see the promise fulfilled. Through the long-awaited arrival of Emmanuel, God’s promise of
redemption and healing comes together as we welcome the Savior!
DECEMBER 23: THE SHEPHERDS
•
•
•

Read Luke 2:8-20
Memory Verse: Psalm 25:9
Take Away: God wants us to be His helpers, no matter our age, size or ability.

DECEMBER 24: THE WISE MEN
•
•
•

Read Matthew 2:1-12
Memory Verse: Psalm 95:6
Take Away: When we worship Jesus with our lives, others will see and want to know
about Him.

_____________________________________
From Gather & Grow, https://www.gatherandgrow.co/advent-family-bible-study/, accessed 5/29/2020, used by permission.
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Glossary
Abraham—father of the Jewish people (Israel), renowned for his faith in God’s promises (Gen.
12:1-7; 15:6; Heb. 11:8-16). Also called “the father of all who believe” in Christ (Rom. 4:11).
angel(s)—supernatural beings created by God to be messengers, to carry out God’s will in this
world, and to serve and care for all who belong to God (Ps. 91:11-12).
angel of the Lord—This figure appears at times to God’s people (often as a man) to make
announcements or judgments in God’s name (see Gen. 16:7; 22:11-18; Josh. 5:13-15; Judg. 6:1112; 13:2-23). Sometimes this angel is also referred to as “the Lord” (for example, see Gen. 16:13;
Judg. 6:14).
Babylon—main capital of the Babylonian Empire (614-539 B.C.), which ranged from the Persian
Gulf to Egypt and north into part of Asia Minor (modern Turkey). The Jews became subject to
Babylon in 605 B.C., and Jewish royalty and influential families were exiled. Another deportation
took place in 597 B.C. in which about 10,000 soldiers and officials were exiled. Babylon conquered
and destroyed Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and scattered more of the Jews around the empire. After
another deportation in 582 B.C. the estimated total of Jewish exiles was about 70,000. (See 2
Kings 24-25; 2 Chron. 36; Esther 2:5-7; Dan. 1:1-5.)
Caesar Augustus—ruler of the Roman Empire at the time of Christ’s birth. Augustus was the first
caesar to rule over Judea (31 B.C.-A.D. 14), and he conducted his first census when Jesus was
born (Luke 2:1).
David—Israel’s greatest king in the Old Testament. The Lord promised that one of David’s
descendants would rule faithfully on his throne forever (2 Sam. 7). As Matthew 1 shows, Jesus
Christ is that “Son of David.”
disciple—a follower; one who is taught. This term refers commonly to followers to Jesus.
exile—The people of Israel were exiled because of their sin against God. After King David’s son
Solomon died, the nation split into a northern kingdom (ten tribes) and a southern kingdom (two
tribes). The northern kingdom was conquered and exiled by the Assyrian Empire in 722 B.C. (2
Kings 17). The southern kingdom was overtaken by the Babylonian Empire and exiled in several
deportations (2 Kings 24-25; 2 Chron. 36). See also Babylon.
faith—defined in Hebrews 11:1 as “being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do
not see.” Can be defined in simple terms as “belief and trust.” True saving faith is a gift that
consists of knowledge and confidence—a sure knowledge by which we accept as true all that God
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has revealed in his Word, and confidence that all our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name through his
death on the cross as our Savior.
the Father—the first person of the Trinity. The other two persons are God the Son (Jesus Christ)
and God the Holy Spirit. They are three persons in one being.
favor—God’s merciful grace to us. See grace, mercy.
Galilee—the Roman province in northern Palestine where Jesus grew up.
Gentiles—all people who are not Jews.
good news—see gospel.
gospel—literally means “good news” and refers to the message of God’s salvation from sin and
the promise of eternal life through Christ.
grace—God’s undeserved favor and forgiving love. Jesus is the full expression of God’s grace for
the salvation of all who believe in him as Lord and Savior (Eph. 2:8-10).
holy—pure; set apart to bring glory to God.
Holy Spirit—the third person of the Trinity. The other two persons are God the Father and God
the Son (Jesus Christ). They are three persons in one being. The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin,
works true faith in our hearts, and empowers us to live holy lives. The Spirit’s presence in our
hearts guarantees that we will receive God’s promises (John 16:7-15; Rom. 8:11; Eph. 1:13-14).
hope—in combination with faith this means looking ahead in solid trust to the fulfillment of all
God’s promises (see Heb. 7:19; 11:1).
Isaac—Abraham and Sarah’s son, who inherited all the promises God made with Abraham.
Isaiah—a Hebrew prophet from around 700 B.C. who foretold the coming of Christ (Messiah) and
described his suffering.
Jacob—Isaac’s son whom God renamed Israel (Gen. 32:28) and who became the patriarch of the
twelve tribes of Israel.
Jerusalem—Israel’s historic capital city. As the location for God’s temple, it became the center
for the Jewish religion and the spiritual headquarters of the nation of Israel.
Jesus Christ—the sinless Son of God, who gave his life as the payment for our sin. Jesus means
“Savior,” and Christ (Messiah) means “Anointed One.” He is the second person of the Trinity. The
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other two persons are God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. They are three persons in one
being. See also Messiah.
Jews—the people of Israel, descendants of Abraham; God’s special people chosen to be a
blessing to all other nations (Gen. 12:2-3).
Jordan—a river running through Palestine from the Sea of Galilee to the Salt Sea (Dead Sea).
Joseph—a carpenter from Nazareth in Galilee whom God chose to be the husband of Mary and
the adoptive father of Jesus.
kingdom of God—God’s rule over all things, especially evident in the lives of his people, who
follow Jesus and believe in Him as Savior.
Mary—a young virgin whom God chose to be the mother of Jesus, conceived through the Holy
Spirit (Matt. 1:18-20; Luke 1:26-38).
mercy—God’s free and undeserved compassion. To be more precise, it refers to showing leniency
by holding back punishment even if justice calls for it (see Mic. 7:18-19).
Messiah—the promised deliverer of God’s people. Both the Hebrew word Messiah and
the Greek word Christ mean “Anointed One.” Through the prophets God promised to send the
Messiah, the Savior-King, to deliver his people from oppressors and to rule in righteousness
forever. The people misunderstood those promises, however, and looked for a Messiah who
would be a political ruler and gather an army to rout all physical enemies (see John 6:15; Acts
1:6). But as Jesus revealed through His work and teaching, the Messiah came to save God’s
people from the oppression of sin and death and to give them new life forever with God. He rules
today in heaven at the right hand of the Father, and when He comes again at the end of time, He
will fully establish God’s everlasting kingdom of righteousness on earth. (See Matt. 26:63-64;
John 16:5-16; 1 Cor. 15; Rev. 21:1-5; 22:1-5.)
Naphtali—with Zebulun (Isa. 9:1), one of the northern tribes of ancient Israel that were first to
be conquered and exiled by the Assyrian Empire in 722 B.C. (See 2 Kings 17.) See also exile.
Nazareth—a small town in the province of Galilee where Jesus grew up.
peace—a result of salvation through Jesus Christ (reconciliation with God) that yields an
assurance of well-being and freedom (guided by the Spirit) to live wholly in relationship with God
and others. (See John 14:26-27; Rom. 5:1-11; Eph. 2:13-22; Phil. 4:4-9.)
prophet—someone who speaks God’s message (see Deut. 18:17-19); generally, a person who
preached God’s Word and (in some cases) foretold the future as revealed by the Lord.
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righteous—considered right with God; sometimes this term is used to describe a person of
upright character who strives to honor God (Matt. 1:19; see Gen. 6:9; 15:6; Job 1:1). As God’s
people, we are called to be righteous and are credited with Christ’s righteousness: we are made
right with God through Jesus’ death and given the ability to live in right relationships with others
through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 3:21-26).
salvation—deliverance from oppressors; ultimately, salvation in the Bible refers to deliverance
from our slavery to sin. Jesus came to save all who believe in Him as Savior from the curse of sin
and death, so that we can be reconciled with God, given the righteousness of Christ, and have
new life forever with God. (See John 3:16; 8:34-36; Rom. 3-8.)
sin—disobedience to God; refers to breaking God’s law (1 John 3:4).
Zebulun—see Naphtali.
Zion—another name for the city of Jerusalem (ancient Jebus), conquered by David, which later
became the center of worship for God’s people Israel. (See Judg. 19:10; 2 Sam. 5:6-7; Ps. 2:6;
9:11.)
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