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Introduction
As we kick off the New Year, First Southern Baptist Church will be studying the New Testament
books of First and Second Peter. Pastor Keith will preach through Peter’s epistles on Sunday
mornings, and our Connection Groups will investigate and discuss the message and meaning of
1 and 2 Peter. This Bible study booklet includes 14 studies. It is designed to aid both your personal
study of 1 and 2 Peter and also to facilitate our Connection Group discussions.
The books of 1 and 2 Peter speak to Christians living in America today. Peter, the author, speaks
of both subtle and overt cultural, societal, and even government-applied pressure for Christians
to live lives that fall short of that for which we are called. It wasn’t easy for believers to faithfully
follow Christ in the first century and Peter addresses those challenges, but he also encourages
his readers to stay the course. He reminds us that even while we are living in this world, we are
born again to a living hope and called to be holy. He reminds us that this world in which we live
is temporary; Christ will return for us, and His coming is sooner than we might expect.
Throughout our study, our hope is that we all grow to see the gospel with greater appreciation
and to love God with greater passion. As we seek to apply the messages of these letters, we will
discover how the Bible impacts our everyday lives and how we can bear witness for Christ in our
communities. The prayer of your First Southern pastoral staff is that this study is rewarding to
you spiritually and also vital to your understanding of the charge we have to live out our faith in
ways that glorify Christ in the world in which we live.
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How to Use This Guide
Each study begins with some key verses and key principles for each passage, followed by a
devotional introduction to prepare our hearts and minds. The Study Guide section includes four
components specifically designed to help us engage the text of 1 and 2 Peter in personal study
and Connection Group discussion according to the HEAR method of Bible study:

•

Highlight: Read the passage and become familiar with its contents.

•

Explain: Based on your reading, discover what the passage means in its context.

•

Apply: Understand how the meaning of the passage affects your life.

•

Respond in Prayer: Ask God to help you put the Bible passage into practice in
your life and relationships.

Work on these exercises at any time throughout the week. Some may find it helpful to work
through the exercises in sections—such as two or three blocks of 15 or 20 minutes each, while
others may want to study the whole passage in a single one hour-long sitting. Whichever
approach you choose to take, please answer the Study Guide questions before your Connection
Group meeting on Sunday morning. In Connection Groups, we’ll discuss our answers to the Bible
study questions together. To maximize our study of God’s Word and the impact it can have on
our lives, we encourage everyone to work through all questions in each of the 14 weekly studies.
Connection Group leaders may choose to focus on some questions more than others.
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Bible Reading Plan
Encounter God by reading His Word every day during this study series. In order to help us make
daily Bible reading a priority, we have provided a daily Bible reading plan. It is important to read
and re-read the assigned passages each time they are scheduled. God does a wonderful work in
our hearts and in our lives by His Holy Spirit and through the reading of His Word. In addition, we
learn by repetition. This reading plan also features other biblical references with thematic or
particular connections to 1 and 2 Peter.

Note to Connection Group Leaders
Handbook Distribution
This Bible study curriculum is designed to help you as you encourage those in your respective
groups to read the Bible during the week, engage the Holy Spirit as they consider God’s words
and message, and spend time with the Lord in prayer. Therefore, please ensure each member of
your group has access to this Bible Study handbook. You can do this in a variety of ways, for
example, by:
1. Providing a full copy of this guide to each member of your group at the beginning of the series.
2. Printing the lesson that is scheduled for the next week and distributing that copy to every
member each week. Don’t forget to provide the Bible Reading Plan also!
3. Encouraging each member to access the handbook themselves from the church website and
print as they desire.
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or . . .
4. For those Connection Group members who choose not to engage with the Bible Study
handbook, you may choose to print and distribute each week the one-page Participant Guide
that goes with each lesson.

Of course, Option 4 is not the optimal solution. It is the desire of your pastoral staff that everyone
receives a handbook and is encouraged to read their Bible during the week, engage the Holy
Spirit as they consider God’s Word and message, and spend time with the Lord in prayer as they
work through each lesson. Just contact the church office if you need help printing the handbook!

In Class
There are a variety of ways that you might choose to utilize the Bible Study handbook during the
Connection Group time on Sunday morning. For example:
1. As you facilitate group discussion, you might choose to simply and prayerfully ask if participants
might like to share their answers to chosen questions in order to begin a group discussion.
2. Alternatively, you might choose to facilitate discussion over the scheduled passage without
asking participants to share their answers at all. This way, participants understand that their
answers to the questions are considered to be private.
3. If your group prefers a lecture-style lesson, feel free to maintain that delivery style, knowing
that your participants who have received this Leader’s Guide have studied the passage during
the week, sought to understand the message and the meaning of the text, and have spent time
with God regarding the implications and impact of the passage on their faith.
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Print this page and keep it handy while you study your Connection Group lessons!

Read through the Scripture and write down your
observations.
• What are the main points of the text?
• Are there any repeating words or phrases?
• What questions do you have over what you read?

EXPLAIN
Based on your reading, discover what the passage
means in its context.
• Summarize what the author is saying to his audience.
• What does this passage show you about God?
• What does this verse show you about man?

Understand how the meaning of the passage affects
your life.
• What encouragement can you take from the passage?
• What is one change that you need to apply to your life?
• How does the passage strengthen your faith?

Pray God’s Word back to Him using the A.C.T.S. method.
•

•
•

•
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Adoration: Praise God for something you learned
about Him.
Confession: Confess any sin or lack of obedience.
Thanksgiving: Give God thanks for the truths
learned.
Supplication: Ask God for help.

R.

RESPOND

A.

APPLY

H. E.

HIGHLIGHT

Bible Reading Plan
Jan 1 – 1 Peter 1:1-12
Jan 2 – Matt. 10:1-4
Jan 3 – 1 Peter 1:13-25
Jan 4 – Matt. 10:16-25
Jan 5 – 1 Peter. 2:1-12
Jan 6 – James 4:1-12
Jan 7 – Psalm 101
Jan 8 – 1 Peter 2:13-25
Jan 9 – Eph. 6:5-9
Jan 10 – Matt. 22:15-22
Jan 11 – 1 Peter 3:1-7
Jan 12 – Eph. 5:22-33
Jan 13 – Gen. 2:18-25
Jan 14 – 1 Peter 3:8-22
Jan 15 – Psalm 107:1-32
Jan 16 – Luke 23:44-46
Jan 17 – 1 Peter 4:1-11
Jan 18 – Romans 6:1-14
Jan 19 – 2 Cor. 5:16-21
Jan 20 – 1 Cor. 6:9-11
Jan 21 – 1 Peter 4:12-19
Jan 22 – Matt. 5:1-16
Jan 23 – Matt. 5:43-48
Jan 24 – Isaiah 43:1-7
Jan 25 – Isaiah 53:7-12
Jan 26 – 1 Peter 5
Jan 27 – Eph. 4:11-16
Jan 28 – Psalm 23
Jan 29 – 1 Peter 1
Jan 30 – Romans 8:1-11
Jan 31 – Romans 8:12-17

Feb 1 – Romans 8:18-30
Feb 2 – 1 Peter 2
Feb 3 – Gen. 15:1-6
Feb 4 – 1 Cor. 1:20-31
Feb 5 – Eph. 5:1-2; 1 Cor. 11:1
Feb 6 – 1 Peter 3
Feb 7 – Job 19:23-29
Feb 8 – James 1:19-25
Feb 9 – 1 Thess. 4:9-12
Feb 10 – 1 Peter 4
Feb 11 – Romans 10:5-15
Feb 12 – 1 Cor. 15:1-11
Feb 13 – 2 Cor. 5:17-21
Feb 14 – 1 Peter 5
Feb 15 – John 21:15-19
Feb 16 – Acts 6:1-7
Feb 17 – 1 Peter 1:1-12
Feb 18 – 1 Peter 1:13-25
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Bible Reading Plan
Feb 19 – 1 Peter. 2:1-12
Feb 20 – 1 Peter 2:13-25
Feb 21 – 1 Peter 3:1-7
Feb 22 – 1 Peter 3:8-22
Feb 23 – 1 Peter 4:1-11
Feb 24 – 1 Peter 4:12-19
Feb 25 – 1 Peter 5
Feb 26 – Psalm 101
Feb 27 – Eph. 1
Feb 28 – Psalm 23
Mar 1 – Eph. 2
Mar 2 – Psalm 107
Mar 3 – Exodus 20:1-17
Mar 4 – 2 Peter 1:1-15
Mar 5 – 1 Cor. 13
Mar 6 – Gal. 2:11-14
Mar 7 – 2 Peter 1:16-21
Mar 8 – Luke 5:1-11
Mar 9 – Luke 9:18-20
Mar 10 – Luke 9:28-36
Mar 11 – 2 Peter 2:1-10
Mar 12 – Luke 22:7-13
Mar 13 – Luke 22:24-30
Mar 14 – Luke 22:31-34
Mar 15 – 2 Peter 2:11-22
Mar 16 – Luke 22:39-46
Mar 17 – Luke 22:47-53
Mar 18 – Luke 22:54-62
Mar 19 – 2 Peter 3:1-13
Mar 20 – Luke 24:1-12
Mar 21 – Luke 24:13-35
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Mar 22 – Luke 24:36-53
Mar 23 – 2 Peter 3:14-18
Mar 24 – John 1:1-18
Mar 25 – John 1:19-28
Mar 26 – John 3:16-21
Mar 27 – Rev. 21:1-8
Mar 28 – 1 Peter 1
Mar 29 – 1 Peter 2
Mar 30 – 1 Peter 3
Mar 31 – 1 Peter 4
Apr 1 – 1 Peter 5
Apr 2 – 2 Peter 1
Apr 3 – 2 Peter 2
Apr 4 – Acts 1:6-11; 2 Peter 3:1-9

1 Peter 1:1-12
Born Again to a Living Hope
January 3, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in
him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls. – 1 Peter 1:8-9

Key Principles
Peter is writing to Christians needing godly counsel as to how to act when they sense that the
culture and the world seem to be hostile and aggressive toward them because of their Christian
faith. In this context, he emphasizes three key principles. First, aim to do good. Second, be a
verbal witness. And then third, remember the power of the gospel. In 1 Peter 1:1-12 specifically,
Peter begins his first epistle by reminding his readers of the living hope they have through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is because of this hope and God’s free gift of salvation that they
are to view their challenges in this world as opportunities for holy living.
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Introduction
Author, Date, and Recipients
The apostle Peter wrote this letter (1:1). He was once a fisherman but now was a disciple, a
“witness of the sufferings of Christ” (5:1). He may have written the letter from Rome
(see 5:13; “Babylon” almost certainly refers to Rome) around A.D. 62–64 during Nero’s reign.
The letter is addressed to Christians scattered in “Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia” (1:1). This is an area in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey).

Key Themes
I.

Those who suffer as Christians will be proven faithful when Christ returns (1:6–9;
2:18–25; 3:13–22; 4:12–19).

II.

The church is the new temple, the new Israel, the new people of God (1:1–2; 2:4–
10).

III.

Believers should set their hope on their end-time inheritance (1:3–9, 13–16).

IV.

Christ died as a substitute for sinners. His death is the basis for their new life (1:17–
21; 2:24; 3:13–22).

V.

Christ’s suffering is an example to his disciples (2:21–23).

VI.

At his resurrection, Christ triumphed over his enemies (3:18–22).

VII.

Christians should live righteously in their homes and in society (2:11–3:7).

VIII.

New life in Christ is the basis for a life of love and holiness (1:3; 1:13–2:3).
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The Setting
c. A.D. 62–64
Peter, probably writing from Rome (called “Babylon” in 5:13), addressed 1 Peter to believers
in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. These names all referred to Roman
provinces in Asia Minor, north of the Taurus Mountains.
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Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text of 1 and 2 Peter and see
how Peter addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live
out that calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these
questions for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday.
When you gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. According to Peter, what is the purpose behind some Christians’ experience of suffering and
persecution? (1:6-7)

3. What things in the passage made Peter excited enough to say, "Blessed be..."?

4. What is the goal of our faith? What shall we see when we arrive? (1:7-9)
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Explain
1. How does 1:1-12 help Christians who are undergoing persecution because of their faith?

2. Think about the past, present and future events described in this passage. How might they
give perspective for our trials?

3. When have you been most gripped by the reality of eternity and the importance of living a
holy life? What circumstances prompted you to be serious about spiritual things?

4. In what ways has a trial strengthened your faith?
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Apply
1. Do you have this kind of inexpressible joy mentioned in verse 8? Why or why not? How can
we get more of this kind of joy?

2. How will this passage keep you going in times of current or future suffering?

3. When was the last time that God used you to serve someone else? How could he use you to
serve others in the near future?

4. In what ways does your hope for the future change your daily life?
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Respond in Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this text on your own at home and
together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free to
return to 1 Peter 1:3-5 and pray through that glorious passage.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Deuteronomy 7:6-11 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S.
method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Confess to God how you might have recently failed to live a holy life.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His steadfast love.

•

Supplication: Ask God that He would help you and those near you to live a life of
inexpressible joy.
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Questions I Have
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1 Peter 1:13-25
Called to be Holy
January 10, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he
who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy,
for I am holy.” – 1 Peter 1:14-16

Key Principles
Be holy! That's the call Peter sounds in this passage. Stick to your Bible-based, God-given
distinctives! People around you will change; lifestyles will unravel; institutions may crumble. But
God and His grace endure forever. When God calls us to be holy, it means that we are to be set
apart from the world unto God, separate from all sin. To be holy people, we must be focused on
Christ’s coming (v. 13). To be holy people, we must be obedient to the Father in all of life (v. 14,
15b). To be holy people, we must be growing in our personal knowledge of God’s holiness (v. 15,
16). Peter’s calls us to turn to God from our sin and appeal to Him for a clear conscience and an
obedient heart, based on the blood of Jesus Christ that was shed for us.
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Introduction
The first half of 1 Peter 1 tells us about all the blessings of the Gospel that we have received. The
second half of 1 Peter 1 tells us how to translate the Gospel into life, so that we live it, not just
believe it. In other words, Christianity isn’t a one-time decision. It’s a way of life that requires
our ongoing obedience. Our lives are to reflect God’s character. God has always been about
calling a people to be His so that they reflect His character and are holy just as He is holy. Peter
also tells us how to become holy. “Therefore, prepare your minds for action, and being soberminded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ” (1:13).

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text to see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ, as well as our responsibilities to live out
that calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these
questions for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday.
When you gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Read 1 Peter 1:13 to focus on Peter’s major
point in this passage.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What is the “therefore” there for?

3. What are the five things Peter encourages us to do (1:13-15). What sense of progression do
you get from these? Which of these is hardest for you to do?

4. How exactly are you born again (1:23)? (John 3:1-21, Titus 3:5, James 1:18) Have you been
born again? Do you feel reluctant to tell others you are a born-again Christian?
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Explain
1. Verse 1:15 says, “Be holy in all your conduct.” What does it mean for you to be holy?
(Leviticus 11:44-45, Galatians 2:20, John 14:21)

2. Verse 1:17 has three ideas: A) God judges impartially (Acts 10:34), B) live as strangers here,
and C) live in reverent fear (Hebrews 12:28, Proverbs 1:7). In everyday terms, what do these
things mean?

3. Can the statement, “You shall be holy,” (1:16) be understood as both a command and a
promise?

4. What does obeying the truth have to do with loving other Christians? (1 John 3:23)
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Apply
1. In what areas of your life are you still struggling to walk in holiness? Are there any
circumstances that make this struggle particularly difficult?

2. Jesus Christ paid a great cost so that you could be redeemed! How does this fact motivate
you toward holy living?

3. What exactly will you do differently this week to apply this principle to your life? Be specific.

4. Whom, other than the lord, will you ask to help you follow through with this application?
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Respond in Prayer
In 1 Peter chapter one, Peter speaks of how much God loves us and what He has done for us in
Jesus Christ. We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His
Word and how you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following psalm and
listen with your heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this psalm on your
own at home and together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to
pray, feel free to return to 1 Peter 1:15-16 and pray through that convicting and challenging
passage as well, remembering to give thanks for those who have shown you their faith in Jesus.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Psalm 5 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Psalm 5.

•

Confession: Ask God to forgive you for not always giving Him the glory He is due.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for calling you to be holy.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to prepare your mind for action, being soberminded, and setting your hope on His grace.
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Questions I Have
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1 Peter 2:1-12
A Living Stone and a Holy People
January 17, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. – 1 Peter 2:9

Key Principles
Living stones: there is an oxymoron for you. A stone might be described in many ways: by its size;
by its shape; by its color, but to describe it is as living is most unusual. It does not seem like those
two words (living and stone) would go together. In fact, you would have to say that such a stone
is truly a rare and unique stone. In the world of common, this stone would stand out as so vastly
different; so incredibly special; so unique. And that goes against who we like to be. We want to
fit in. Not stand out. But if you are follower of Christ, you will stand out. Jesus followed His Father
and He stood out. You and I are Living Stones. We are to stand out and not blend in with this
world.
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Introduction
Peter gives us some illustrations here of what it means to be people of God. Why does it matter?
You need to know who you are, especially in trying times like these. When you’re in the middle
of a storm, you need something to hang on to. When everything else is changing, your identity
as a follower of Christ is locked into place. What are we supposed to do with all this unmerited
attention from our God? Simple. We’re supposed to praise Him. Get out of your pity party and
realize how special you are in God’s eyes! Look at verse 10 again: “Once you were not a people,
but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.” See, this is not about us, it’s about God and what a great God we have!

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When
you gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Read 1 Peter 2:9-10 to focus on Peter’s
major point in this passage.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. Based on the previous verses, what is the motivation for putting aside these evil things such
as malice and slander?

3. How are believers described in verse 9? How does that make you feel? How does this
challenge you? How should we act based on this verse?

4. Are the vices in 1 Peter 2:1 primarily attitudes or actions? Why do you think so?
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Explain
1. How would you explain what it means to be born again to someone with no religious
background?

2. Peter’s images are collective: we are not just individuals, we are living stones, priests, chosen
people. How can your Connection Group reflect this fact?

3. What do you think these verses teach us about corporate application, particularly our service
and participation in a local body?

4. Does this passage change your sense of value in God’s eyes? How or why?
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Apply
1. It’s been said that Christian living involves a negative (separation from) and a positive
(separation to or desiring for). How are these positives & negatives related to practical living?

2. How often do you go through a week without reading or studying your Bible? Do you think
you “long for the milk” of God’s Word? How can we help each other in that area?

3. How will you “keep your conduct honorable” this week, so that unbelievers may see your
good deeds and glorify God?

4. Ask God to make you see more clearly how wide and how long and how high and how deep
is the love of God for you in Jesus Christ! (Eph. 3:18) There is no better motivation for living out
the new life which God has already placed within you!
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Respond in Prayer
In 1 Peter chapter two, Peter speaks of our position as God’s people, our calling to avoid sin, and
our responsibility to do good in the sight of unbelievers. We encourage you to set aside time to
pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how you can apply that truth to your context.
Read through the following passage and listen with your heart to what it has to say. We
recommend praying through this passage on your own at home and together with your
Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free to return to 1 Peter 2:910 and praise God that He has made this promise true in your life.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Nehemiah 10:28-39; pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the faithfulness of His people in Nehemiah 10:28-39.

•

Confession: Ask God to forgive you for not always being as faithful as you can be.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for your position in His royal priesthood, His chosen people,
His holy nation.

•
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Supplication: Ask God to convict you and to help you to glorify Him in your conduct.

Questions I Have
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1 Peter 2:13-25
Submission to Authority
January 24, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants
of God. – 1 Peter 2:16

Key Principles
In this passage, we will learn why Christians should submit even to unjust authorities and see
how they should be known for their submission. They should not be known for their
complaining, arguing, or starting protests, but by the beauty of this submission. But how do we
submit? Why do we submit? Peter tells us. It is for “the sake of the Lord” (v. 13). This is the
reason that believers can demonstrate lives full of submission even in the midst of persecution.
It is because they live a life of submission to the Lord. Peter says believers must submit
because there is no authority except that which comes from God and to rebel against the
authority is to rebel against God.
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Introduction
In times like these, when many folks have been sidetracked by political controversies and criminal
behaviors, mature Christians stay on the track of dual citizenship - prioritizing their status as
citizens of the Kingdom of God. One of the major goals of the Christian life is for those of us who
call ourselves Christians to live in such a way that by our actions – our conduct and our behavior
– we commend Christianity to those who still do not accept Christ as their personal Savior and
Lord. Hopefully, if our actions speak louder than our words, and thereby others see us
individually as an example of all that Christianity stands for – faith, hope, and love – they who
witness our example will want to experience the same kind of relationship with God that they
see in and through us. So, it is fitting that, after Peter has reminded his readers that God expects
them to be holy, he now lectures them on Christian duty as a citizen and in society.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text of and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When
you gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. Are there any human authorities to whom you readily submit? Are there any to whom it’s
difficult for you to submit?

3. Why are we supposed to submit? It says for the Lord’s sake. What good does it do God if we
obey the government?

4. Do you ever complain about the government you are under? Do you pray for its leaders? How
often? Do you give thanks for the government you have? How often? Should we pray for the
government we are under and thank God for it?
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Explain
1. What “ignorance of foolish men” do you think Peter is referring to in verse 15?

2. Are we free? What does the phrase mean “act as free men” mean? What can you do to honor
the people around you?

3. How does verse 18 apply to us today in the modern world?

4. Who in the Bible suffered unjustly? Are you suffering through something that you view as
unfair? What?

37

Apply
1. In what areas do you need to be more submissive and respectful toward those in authority?

2. Are you suffering in some way for doing the right things? If so, are you taking it patiently?

3. Are you following Christ’s example by not threatening or fighting back?

4. Memorize 1 Peter 2:24 and follow through on the specific plans you have made to live like a
believer this week.
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Respond in Prayer
In 1 Peter 2:13-25, Peter commands his readers to submit for the sake of Christ to the authorities
that God has established. We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown
you in His Word and how you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following
psalm and listen with your heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this psalm
on your own at home and together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more
passages to pray, feel free to return to 1 Peter 2:24 and pray through those wonderful words of
great hope and encouragement.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Psalm 82 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Psalm 82.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your ability to submit to human authority.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for our government leaders and for our nation.

•

Supplication: Pray for those serving in government at the local, state, and national
levels.
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Questions I Have
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1 Peter 3:1-12
Wives and Husbands
January 31, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble
mind. – 1 Peter 3:8

Key Principles
Our text this week deals with the relationships within the home. On the surface it may appear
that Peter has taken a different perspective, but the overall theme he sought to convey in the
latter part of chapter two continues. He dealt much with our submission to Christ, revealed
through the lives we live. Although these thoughts deal with relationships between husbands
and wives, the call for submission to the Lord remains. By living according to God’s design for
the home, we live in obedience and submission to Christ. The theme of the text is that the wife
is to pursue inner beauty of a gentle spirit, living in submission to her husband, thereby bringing
a spiritual influence to the home. The husband is to treat his wife with honor and compassion,
affirming her value and worth within the home.
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Introduction
In 1 Peter 2:13-17 Peter admonishes us all to be subject, for the Lord’s sake, to every human
institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as set by him. In other
words, keep the speed limits, pay your taxes, and be respectful toward policemen and
senators. Then in 1 Peter 2:18-25, Peter addresses the servants in the church and admonishes
them to be submissive to their masters with all respect, both to the kind and to the
overbearing. Then, in 1 Peter 3:1-6, Peter instructs the wives to be submissive to their
husbands, including the husbands who are unbelieving. Finally, in 1 Peter 3:8-12, Peter tells
the whole church to have unity and sympathy and love and tenderheartedness and humility
toward one another, and not to return evil for evil. In other words, submit to each other and
serve each other.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When
you gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?
2. From 3:1-6, Peter is addressing wives. What is the specific marriage situation that Peter is
addressing here? In other words, is he talking to all wives, or a particular set of wives in these
verses?
3. 3:6 highlights Sarah as an example for godly wives today because she called Abraham (her
husband) her master. It is important to note that the Hebrew word translated “master” or “lord”
(see Genesis 18:12) is actually the same word for “sir.” In calling Abraham this word, she was
simply indicating a great deal of respect for her husband, not indicating that she was inferior to
him. In what ways can wives show their husbands honor today?
4. 3:7 is a great challenge to husbands. How would you summarize Peter’s commands to
husbands in these verses?
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Explain
1. In what ways might a husband’s prayers be hindered because of problems with their
relationship with their wives?

2. What do you think the phrase, “treat them with respect as the weaker partner” means
practically for husbands?

3. How important is it for the church to have unity of mind? Does this mean that we all have to
think the exact same way about things? What are some ways that we can have unity of mind in
the church? Read Philippians 2:5-8.

4. Peter concludes his list with having a humble mind. How do we live out this attitude? What
does it look like for us to have a humble mind as we live our lives? Read Philippians 2:3-4.
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Apply
1. How hard is it to not repay evil for evil? What did Jesus teach about this? Read Luke 6:27-36.

2. What are some ways that you have blessed people who have persecuted you? What has been
the outcome of your efforts to bless people who have intended to harm you? Read Proverbs
25:21-22.

3. In verse 9, Peter says that we will receive a blessing if we can get to the point where we actually
bless those who do evil to us. What are some ways that you can bless those who intend to do evil
to you?

4. Peter is challenging his readers to live life in stark contrast to the world in which they live. As
they are persecuted for Christ, they are called to bless people instead of retaliate or get revenge.
As you think about your life, make a commitment to love all people unconditionally and treat
them not how they treat you, but as you would want them to treat you.
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Respond in Prayer
In 1 Peter 3:1-12, Peter speaks on unity in the home and suffering for righteousness’ sake. We
encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how you
can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following psalm and listen with your heart
to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this psalm on your own at home and
together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free to
return to 1 Peter 3:8-9 and ask God to help you to be a person of greater humility, patience, love,
and unity.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Psalm 34 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
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•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Psalm 34.

•

Confession: Talk with God about the challenges you face in walking blamelessly.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for revealing Himself and His ways to you in His Word.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you walk in a manner that is worthy of your calling.

Questions I Have
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1 Peter 3:13-22
Suffering for Righteousness’ Sake
February 7, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness
and respect. – 1 Peter 3:15

Key Principles
Peter instructs that If we are to be blessed in suffering, we must suffer for righteousness. Times
of persecution are often occasions for bearing witness to our Savior; therefore these are the
times we must not be intimidated to deny the Lord, remain silent, or dilute the message of the
gospel. Although the pressure is to renounce or revise the message to make it less offensive, our
response to this pressure is a reflection of whom we most fear. We either fear God or men.
When we suffer for righteousness’ sake, Peter says we can have a good, clear conscience. We
can have a clear conscience when we are slandered, knowing that those who speak evil of us for
doing good will be put to shame.
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Introduction
Our text this week is divided into two nearly equal portions. The first is verses 13-17 and
concentrates on instructions concerning the practice of our faith. The second section, beginning
with verse 18, focuses on our position in Christ and His position as the One at God’s right hand,
exalted above all earthly and heavenly powers and authorities.
The most problematic part of 1 Peter is 3:19-20, which actually appears in a parenthetic
statement. This is a very obscure statement and should not be overemphasized. It is the origin of
the statement “descended into Hell” in the Apostles Creed. Many scholars have differing views
on what Peter might have meant, and we cannot say with confidence how these verses might
have been understood by his audience. Even Martin Luther commented, “I do not know what
Peter means.” See “A Difficult Passage” below for a more detailed look at these verses provided
by Lifeway’s Explore the Bible study series.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text of and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. Lots of difficulties in life come when we either believe we are being sinned against or when we
actually are being sinned against. How do you often respond to such injustice or unfairness? What
does this passage teach us about how we are to respond?

3. What does Peter say about suffering for righteousness sake? According to Peter, what will the
result be? Do you agree with this claim? Why or why not?

4. What does Peter tell his readers about being ready to talk about the hope they have in the
midst of suffering? Has someone ever asked you about your faith because they watched your life
in the midst of suffering? Was it an easy conversation? What was the outcome?
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Explain
1. Look at an Old Testament parallel to verses 14 and 15 in Isaiah 8:12-13. How does the believer
stand in the face of people, a culture, even a government that opposes righteous standards and
faith? What did Jesus say about standing against the fear of the world (see Luke 6:22-23; Luke
12:4-5; Acts 18:9-10)?

2. Verse 15 also challenges the believer to be prepared to make a defense of his faith. Are you
ready to tell others why you believe in Christ? Has anyone asked you this before? Were you
ready? How can we be better prepared to defend our faith?

3. What does it mean that Jesus was made alive in the Spirit?

4. In the context of persecution, why is it helpful to hear of Christ's work after His death
(resurrection?) in 3:19, 22?
51

Apply
1. Once again Peter reminds his readers of the Gospel. We are the recipients of new life,
forgiveness and reconciliation with God because Jesus was prepared to suffer unfairly. How can
we make sure that we never “get over grace” or take it for granted?

2. Are you living a compromised life so to avoid embarrassment or ridicule from others around
you? How can you be more faithful to the principles found in 1 Peter 3?

3. How would you begin to give a reason for the hope within you?

4. What kind of issues create tension and conflict between believers? What practical steps can
we take to promote harmony instead?
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Respond in Prayer
In 1 Peter 3:13-22, Peter speaks on suffering for righteousness’ sake. We encourage you to set
aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how you can apply that truth
to your context. Read through the following proverb and listen with your heart to what it has to
say. We recommend praying through this proverb on your own at home and together with your
Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free to return to 1 Peter
3:15 and ask God to help you to be better prepared to make a defense for the hope you have.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Proverbs 2:1-15 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Proverbs 2:1-15.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your need for His wisdom in your life.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for revealing Himself and His ways to you in His Word.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to know godly wisdom and righteousness.
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A Difficult Passage
Explore the Bible: 1 Peter 3:13-22
October 12, 2016 by Steve Braun

One of the most controversial passages in the New Testament is 1 Peter 3:19-20. One
commentary on 1 Peter spends 43 of its 248 pages just on these two verses! Throughout the
history of both Jewish and Christian exegesis, there have been many different interpretations of
this passage suggested. Here I can only touch on a few of these and share my view on the subject.

In his commentary on 1 Peter (the one mentioned above), Wayne Grudem lays out five general
approaches to the interpretation of this passage. While there are some other variations, these
cover many of the alternatives proposed by commentators. These are:
1) Christ preached in spirit through Noah to those who would reject that preaching, thus ending
up “in prison” due to their unbelief.
2) Christ preached after His death but before His resurrection to those people who were
imprisoned in hell, offering them a second chance of salvation.
3) Christ preached after His death but before His resurrection to those people who were
imprisoned in hell, showing them that their condemnation was final.
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4) Christ preached after His death to those who repented before they died in the Flood, releasing
them from Purgatory and bringing them into heaven.
5) Christ preached after His death to the fallen angels in hell, proclaiming His triumph over them
and His ultimate victory. (Some commentators link this to a belief that in Genesis 6 the “sons of
God” are fallen angels who had relations with human women, and that this pronouncement of
judgment was particularly pointed at them.)
Option 2 is clearly out of line with the teaching of the rest of the Bible concerning the finality of
death on our decision about Jesus.
Option 4 is only viable to someone who believes in Purgatory, which I do not believe is a Biblical
teaching.
Option 3 doesn’t really connect with the time of Noah, unless it is limited to just those
unbelievers, and that seems a rather limited application.
Option 5 is favored by many commentators, both Jewish and Christian (including the author of
the Explore the Bible study guide). They argue that the use of the word “spirit” strongly suggests
angels/demons rather than people. They also point to some Jewish literature as background to
this passage, particularly 1 Enoch. According to this view, Peter is using material familiar to his
readers to make his point, and they would have readily understood this as a reference to 1 Enoch
and to fallen angels.
While there is much to commend this view, I think when we place the passage in its literary
context option 1 is a preferable view. There are certainly issues with this interpretation, as there
are with any of those mentioned, but I think this best fits the context, and has support from
scholars both ancient and modern. It also does not require Peter’s audience to have a familiarity
with literature like 1 Enoch, which may be more consistent with the historical and cultural
situation of those readers.
Going back to verse 13, Peter is discussing not only the way a believer should live, but also the
readiness of the Christian to proclaim his faith in Jesus. He notes that when we stand for Christ,
we may encounter opposition, but that we should live and speak in such a way that those who
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slander us and reject our message will be put to shame. He then summarizes the gospel, then
moves into our problem passage.
Using option 1 as our interpretation, this then becomes an illustration from the Old Testament
of someone who proclaimed the message of the Lord faithfully, but whose preaching was
rejected for 100 years. In the end, only the tiny number of faithful were saved, while the majority
who rejected Noah’s preaching died in the Flood. It was Jesus who preached through Noah, with
a message that foreshadowed His own redemption.
Whichever interpretation is correct, we must not allow the controversy to become our focal
point. Instead, we should focus on the challenge of being faithful witnesses to the Gospel in a
society that will revile us for standing for Jesus. As those who have an eternal hope in Him, we
need to be ready to give our reason for our hope, and to proclaim the salvation given to us
through Jesus whenever we have the chance.
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1 Peter 4:1-11
Stewards of God’s Grace
February 14, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of
your prayers. Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of
sins. – 1 Peter 4:7-8

Key Principles
Peter’s message is quite straightforward: Be done with sin . . . Live for God . . . Love your brothers
and sisters in Christ. Do this without giving it a second thought because your days are numbered.
When everything seems to be falling apart, mature Christians remain calm by living for God so as
to disseminate God's love to sinners who need salvation and saints who need encouragement
and reassurance.

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.
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Introduction
Peter really gets to the point in this passage. He seems to be saying, in essence, “You’ve spent
too much time already trying to get along with pagans. Yeah, they think you’re strange for not
plunging into the gutter with them. They heap abuse on you. But so what? God will take care of
them. You take care of yourself by living for God in the true Spirit of Love just as Christ loved you
and gave Himself for you. We are living in the home stretch. Whether we’re in the last days of
our short time here on earth, or the last days before the end of time, our days are numbered.
We are living our lives in the shadow of eternity! And for that very reason – in view of the
nearness of the end – Peter thought it best to put forth a plan for making the most of our
remaining days. 1 Peter 4:6 is a difficult passage; see “A Difficult Passage” for explanation.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Read 1 Peter 4:10 and ask yourself, “Am I
being a good steward of God’s grace?
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. Coming into a relationship with Jesus inevitably leads to noticeable life change (4:2-3). In your
own life, what kinds of things have changed since you began living “for the will of God” not “evil
human desires?”

3. Peter notes that this life change could cause you difficulty with those who knew you in your
pre-Christian days. According to 4:4-5, what is the reason for the abuse they give you? What
perspective does Peter share to encourage us to stay true to the faith when our friends may
reject us (4:5)? Have you ever experienced anything like this?

4. What are some of the commands Peter gives in verses 7-11 about relating to one another?
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Explain
1. Being affiliated with Jesus’ death allows believers to be “done” with sin. What do you think
this means? (see also Romans 6:1-11 for a parallel passage)

2. In what way does “love cover over a multitude of sins” in your relationships with others? Is
there a relationship in your life right now that would benefit from practicing this command?

3. 1 Peter 4:10-11 talks about putting your spiritual gifts into practice so that you can serve
others. In what ways do you think God has gifted you for service? How can you serve in such a
way that God receives the glory (4:11) and not you?

4. How important is our attitude toward sin? Do you arm yourself to fight against sin on a daily
basis?
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Apply
1. “Hospitality” literally means “an active love for others/strangers.” In what ways have you seen
Christians show hospitality? In what ways can you show hospitality without grumbling?

2. Have you ever been maligned (blasphemed) by someone when you did not participate with
them in sin? How did you handle that experience?

3. Take a few minutes each day this week to pray and read God’s Word so that you can be
prepared to do battle against sin in your life. Commit to reading Ephesians 6:10-18 this week in
preparation for the battle.

4. I am done with ________________ (specific sin) in my life and am surrendering it completely
to God.
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Respond in Prayer
In 1 Peter 4:1-11, Peter urges his readers to have the mind of Christ and to wage war on their sin.
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following psalm and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this psalm on your own at home and
together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free to
return to Ephesians 6:10-18 and ask God to help you to be better prepared with His armor and
the mind of Christ to battle the. schemes of the evil one.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Psalm 1 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
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•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Psalm 1.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your struggles to be His imitator in this world.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for the gifts that He has given you with which to serve others.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to live and keep His Word.

A Difficult Passage
1 Peter 4:6 is a difficult verse to understand. One of the big interpretive questions in the verse is
“who are the ‘those who are now dead’ who had the gospel preached to them?” This passage
does not mean that people who were already physically dead were preached to. It simply means
that some who are now physically dead were preached to while they were still alive. By the time
Peter wrote the book of 1 Peter, the original audience would have already seen some of their
Christian friends die a physical death. These were people who had the Word “preached to them”
while they were still living but had since died. When any of us die physically, there is a sense in
which our bodies are “judged” (like all men’s bodies) as being tainted by sin and unfit for
eternity. Even though our physical bodies die, if we know Christ our spirit lives on in the presence
of God.
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1 Peter 4:12-19
Suffering as a Christian
February 21, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings,
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. – 1 Peter 4:12-13

Key Principles
We may still wonder why God allows the righteous to suffer and ask what possible purpose it can
serve. Peter’s answer: it is the appointed time for God to sift and purify his own “house” and to
prepare it for full communion with Himself. Our task is to “hand over” our lives “to a faithful
creator,” knowing that after he has purified us, he will vindicate us just as he vindicated his Son.
We are called to remember God’s promise in Psalm 55:22, “Cast your burden on the LORD, and
He will sustain you; He will never permit the righteous to be moved.”
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Introduction
In this passage Peter restates and develops what he has already said about suffering for the
sake of Christ. What is new here?
First, Peter teaches that our suffering is actually a participation in the sufferings of Christ and is
an occasion for rejoicing.
Second, he declares that right in the midst of their suffering, the Holy Spirit rests upon those
who are suffering, and this is a great consolation.
Finally, he explains that God uses suffering to purify the Christian community, God's household.
God uses the abuse that pagans unjustly heap on Christians to prepare his people for the return
of Christ.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text of 1 Peter 4:12-19 and
see how Peter addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to
live out that calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer
these questions for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on
Sunday. When you gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers
together.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What is Peter’s main point in 4:12-19? What’s the one thing he wants his readers to do
according to these verses?

3. Verse 13 offers two reasons for rejoicing in suffering? What are they? Have these reasons ever
made it possible for you to rejoice in suffering? If so, can you describe the situation and the
difference they made? What difference might they make in the future?

4. Is there an insight from this study of 1 Peter 4:12-19 that you want to take to heart this
week? What is it?
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Explain
1. In verse 12, Peter urges his readers not to be “surprised” by their fiery trials.
•
•
•

What are the “fiery trials” that he has in view?
Why might a Christian be surprised by these trials?
Have you been surprised by the arrival of suffering in your life?

2. What was the main message of the New Testament writers about persecution in the life of a
Christian? Read what the Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 3:12 and what the Apostle John wrote
in 1 John 3:13. What did Jesus tell his disciples about persecution? Read John 15:18-20.

3. Peter ends this section by urging his readers to entrust their souls to their faithful Creator while
continuing to do good (verse 19). What can we do if we’re afraid to trust God because of painful
past experiences with trusting others?

4. What’s the “good” that Peter wants to do after entrusting our souls to God?
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Apply
1. Peter ends this section by urging his readers to entrust their souls to their faithful Creator while
continuing to do good (verse 19).

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How would you describe yourself: Ready to trust others? Reluctant to trust others?
In whom or what do you routinely trust?
Rate your trust in God from 1 to 10 (1 = I find it very hard to trust God, 10 = Trusting
Him is second-nature to me) and explain your answer.
Describe the ways our Creator has proven himself “faithful” that we should trust
him.
What can we do if we’re afraid to trust God because of painful past experiences
with trusting others?
What are our “souls” that we should entrust them to him?
What's the outcome of trusting him?

2. Pray that God would give you boldness to proclaim the good news of Jesus, even though you
may be persecuted as a result. Be willing to see your persecution as a blessing from God. Pray for
those around the world who are being persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ.
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Respond in Prayer
In 1 Peter 4:12-19, Peter encourages his readers to rejoice in the suffering, knowing that they can
rest in God’s faithfulness. We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown
you in His Word and how you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following
passage and listen with your heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this
passage on your own at home and together with your Connection Group. For those looking for
more passages to pray, feel free to return to 1 Peter 4:13 and pray through that verse, looking
forward to when Christ’s glory is revealed.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Isaiah 41:8-13 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Isaiah 41:8-13.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your real need for His care and protection.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God that He Himself is your shelter and refuge.

•

Supplication: Ask God to guard over the saints, protecting them against the evil one.
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Questions I Have
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1 Peter 5:1-7
Shepherd the Flock of God
February 28, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for God opposes the proud but
gives grace to the humble. – 1 Peter 5:5b

Key Principles
The commands Peter sets down by the use of four imperatives indicates the structure and
argument of our text:
(1) Elders, take charge! (verses 1-4 [“shepherd the flock,” verse 2]).
(2) Younger men, follow! (verse 5a [“be subject,” verse 5a])
(3) All, humble yourselves! (verses 5b-7 [“cloth yourselves with humility;” “Humble
yourselves”]).

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.
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Introduction
Peter was a real piece of work earlier in his Christian walk. He argued with, and even rebuked
Jesus when He spoke of His coming suffering and death (Matthew 16:22). He argued with the
other disciples about who was the greatest (Mark 9:33-34; 10:41; Luke 9:46; 22-24). He often
seemed to put his foot in his mouth before he engaged his brain (Mark 9:5-6). He even attempted
to give his own commands to the Lord (John 13:8). And of course, when he denied knowing Jesus,
that was certainly not his proudest moment (Luke 22:57). But now Peter was a changed man.
He is not the same Peter we see in the Gospels. When he commands the elders to shepherd their
flock, we are reminded of Jesus’ words to him in John 21:15-17. When he instructs leaders not
to “lord it over” those under their care, we are reminded of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 20:2528. And when he speaks of “clothing yourself in humility,” one wonders if he was remembering
the day when Jesus clothed Himself in a towel and washed the feet of His disciples. Yes, Peter
had been radically transformed by the Holy Spirit and now is imparting the wisdom of God unto
the leaders of the early church.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. To whom do the sheep belong? What value is placed on the flock? (5:2, cf. Acts 20:28)

3. Do you want God to be opposed to you? Then what do you need to do?

4. How is humility to be shown within the church family? (5:5). How is humility to be shown
towards God? (5:6-7)
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Explain
1. Peter gives some direct teaching toward “elders” in the church. From your experience and
what you have read in other places in the Scripture, what is an Elder? (For help, you may want
to read 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9, Acts 20:13-38)

2. 5:2 reminds the leaders in the churches that all the people (i.e. the flock) are God’s, not
theirs. This is an extremely important reminder. What would be some of the implications if
Christian leaders viewed their congregations as “theirs” not God’s?

3. What is the value of a younger person being submissive to an older person? How important
is submission in the context of the church and in passing on Biblical instruction?

4. What are some ways in which you can support, encourage and pray for your pastors? How
does this passage encourage us all to follow Christ more seriously?
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Apply
1. What are some ways you can clothe yourselves with humility this week? Are there
certain situations where humility will be hard for you?

2. There is a principle that is woven throughout the New Testament that God exalts the humble.
Read Matthew 23:12; James 4:10. Is this one of your goals as a Christian?

3. In verse 7, Peter commands his readers to cast all their anxieties on God. How hard is it for us
to be completely dependent on God and give him all our cares and worries? What are some
anxieties that you have kept, or are keeping from God?

4. Finally, this passage concludes with a promise of a crown of glory when Jesus returns to those
who serve faithfully in the church. How does knowing that there is a future reward motivate you
to serve in Christ’s Church today?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer

In 1 Peter 5:1-7, Peter gives instructions for the church leaders, for the younger members, and
for the entire congregation. We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has
shown you in His Word and how you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the
following passage and listen with your heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying
through this passage on your own at home and together with your Connection Group. For those
looking for more passages to pray, feel free to return to 1 Peter 5:4 and pray through that verse,
looking forward to when Christ’s glory is revealed.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read John 13:1-20 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in John 13:1-20.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your real need to for humility.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God that He is your model for humble service and sacrifice.

•

Supplication: Ask God to guard over your pastors and the congregation at First
Southern.
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Questions I Have
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1 Peter 5:8-14
Shepherd the Flock of God
March 7, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may
exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. – 1 Peter 5:6-7

Key Principles
We come now to Peter’s final instructions to Christians living in a time of “exile.” He is calling
them to “stand” on the basis of three spiritual truths which they must remember.
First, remember that you are in a spiritual war and act accordingly. The devil prowls and seeks.
Second, remember that God’s eternal purpose is certain. After you have suffered a little while,
God will restore you. And He has all the power for ever and ever. Nothing can derail God’s
purpose. Nothing can thwart His plan.
Third, remember the fellowship of the church and Christian friends. We are family. We need
each other. We support each other. We look after each other.
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Introduction
We live in a world that is consumed with the “me” attitude. In the midst of a self- centered
culture, the words of Peter remind us that the basic principles of the Christian life include
submission to Jesus and others, as well as an attitude of humility. This is accomplished when we
realize that our Christian life is not about us, but it is really about others and how we can invest
in them and serve them the way that Jesus served people. Peter begins this section by reminding
his readers to be sober-minded and watchful. There is lion (the devil) prowling around seeking
to devour and we must resist him. We will suffer for a little while, but God is good all the time!
Peter doesn’t mention Satan until just now at the end of his first epistle. There is no need to,
really. His letter is not about Satan, it’s all about the God of all grace. Satan is real and his attacks
on Christians are real. Commit to doing everything you can to strengthen your faith so that when
the devil attacks you will be able to stand.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What does Peter tell us in verse 8 about who the devil is? What are some names or pictures
that are used in Scripture to describe the devil? (John 8:44, 14:30; 2 Cor. 11:4; Eph. 2:2; Rev. 12:9)

3. What does Peter tell his readers to do in light of the fact that the devil is a roaring lion (verse
9)? In what ways can people resist the devil? (Eph. 6:10-18; James 4:7)

4. What does Peter tell his readers about the length of their suffering? How long will Christians
experience glory in Christ? How does a reminder about the length of suffering versus the length
of glory strengthen a Christian who is under attack?
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Explain
1. What does it mean to be sober-minded and watchful as a Christian? What are some ways that
we can encourage one another to be sober-minded and watchful?

2. What are some ways that Satan has, or is attacking you?

3. In verse 10, who is the one who will restore, strengthen, and establish a Christian who endures
suffering? What does it mean to be restored? Confirmed? Strengthened? Established?

4. Why is it significant that the focus of 1 Pet. 5:10-11 is all on God’s ability instead of our own?
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Apply
Look back at our study in 1 Peter. What is one action step that you want to take going forward as
you walk with Jesus? Share this with your Connection Group or an accountability partner and
make a plan to track your progress in this area.
Use a three-step model of recognizing your sin, repenting of it, and then replacing it to process
the biblical truths that you have learned in 1 Peter.
1. Ask God to help you RECOGNIZE two or three areas in which you are not standing firm in the
grace of God.
2. After recognizing these areas, REPENT of your lack of trust in the grace of God with these
particular areas in mind.
3. Finally, write down two or three ways in which you can REPLACE these areas with standing
firm in the grace of God.
Share this process with your Connection Group or an accountability partner as you ask God to
help you stand firm in His grace.
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
In 1 Peter 5:8-14, Peter warns his readers to sober-minded and watchful because of the schemes
of the devil. But he also encourages them with the reminder that God is in full control. We
encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how you
can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free
to return to 1 Peter 5:10 and pray through that glorious verse, praising God for this promise.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Revelation 19:6-10 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S.
method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Revelation 19:6-10.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your real need for His presence in your life.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for the victory you will see on that day.

•

Supplication: Ask God to guard over you, lead you, and guide you until that day.
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Questions I Have
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2 Peter 1:1-15
Confirm Your Calling and Election
March 14, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly
affection with love. – 2 Peter 1:5-7

Key Principles
It is God who saves; we cannot contribute to our own salvation. Through the work of Jesus Christ
on the cross of Calvary, God did for us what we could not do for ourselves. But once we come to
faith in Christ, we have work to do! God commands us, “Be holy for I am holy.” He expects us to
be like Him. God has given us everything we need for “life and godliness” so that we may
“proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1
Peter 2:9). We have been saved not just from the horrors of hell, but for the purpose of glorifying
Him in this world. The Christian life is not, “let go and let God,” but rather, “Trust God and get
going!”
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Introduction
Peter provides a list of character qualities in verses 5-7 for which God has made provision and for
which every Christian should strive. This is not a list of rules, laws, duties, or activities. Peter is
not writing about how to check these qualities off as if we could accomplish each one before
moving on to the next, but about the kind of person the Christian should strive to become. It is
important to note that Peter is writing to those who are saved about their sanctification, and not
to the unsaved about their salvation. He does not challenge his readers to work hard in order to
be saved (see verse 1), he is writing to the saved in order to instruct them on righteousness.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. The two long sentences in verses 3-4 lay out Peter’s vision of what really matters in life. How
does your own vision of what really matters in life line up with Peter’s?

3. What did Peter urge his readers to add to their faith? Which of these character qualities do
you find it most difficult to practice? Which ones do you consider the most important to add to
your faith? Why? (1:5-7)

4. What will be the result of possessing these seven qualities? (1:8, Colossians 1:9-12)
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Explain
1. Do you see the seven characteristics Peter lists as independent items for growth, or in your
understanding do they build on each other? If you agree they build on each other, what
significance do you place on the order in which they appear in the list?

2. What does it mean that we “participate in the divine nature”?

3. How will possessing those qualities in listed in vv. 5-7 in “increasing measure” help to keep
you “from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ”?

4. As Christians, we do not work for our salvation, but we are called to work out our salvation in
response to the love of Christ. How has the unconditional, unrelenting love of your Savior
continued to compel you to work out your salvation for His glory? (See also, Ephesians 2:8-10).
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Apply
In this passage, Peter tells us that God has given to us all things that are necessary for life and
godliness. He wants us to partake in His divine nature. Peter says the way we can do that is to
have faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection, and love.
This is a pretty intense list. How you doing with all that? Take a look at each aspect and ask
yourself how you’re doing in that area:
1. Are you growing in your faith by trusting the Lord with big things?
2. Are you virtuous in the ways you interact with others?
3. Do you grow in knowledge of the Lord by reading Scripture and studying theology?
4. Do you have self-control, or is it easy to get angry and annoyed with people or say
things you wish you hadn’t?
5. Are you steadfast? Or in other words, are you faithful and consistent, or are you flaky
and unreliable?
6. Do you pursue godliness in your life, seeking to be like Christ more and more every
day?
7. How much do you show affection toward your brothers and sisters in Christ? Do you
have a love for His people?
8. Are you a person who loves well and sincerely?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
In 2 Peter 1:1-15, Peter encourages his readers in holiness by providing a list of godly attributes
for them to strive toward. We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown
you in His Word and how you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following
passage and listen with your heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this
passage on your own at home and together with your Connection Group. For those looking for
more passages to pray, feel free to return to 2 Peter 1:3 and pray through that glorious verse,
praising God for this promise.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Romans 5:1-11 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
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•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Romans 5:1-11.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your struggle with those traits listed in 2 Peter 1.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His gift of salvation which is assured for eternity.

•

Supplication: Ask God to convict you toward godly living.

Questions I Have
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2 Peter 1:16-21
Christ’s Glory and the Prophetic Word
March 21, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were
carried along by the Holy Spirit. – 2 Peter 1:21

Key Principles
The Scriptures are Trustworthy because they are eyewitness testimony – These are historical
happenings and Peter wants us to know that is so. Peter seems to be declaring, “Contrary to
what the false teachers in chapter two will say and write, I was there and I saw what happened!
We didn’t use fancy techniques or elaborate stories, we didn’t fool or trick you, we were simply
eyewitnesses and we told you the gospel.”
Christians today should trust that the Scriptures have power because they are the very voice of
God and so they are sufficient and authoritative for all matters of life and godliness.
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Introduction
The Bible is all about Jesus. The Old Testament points ahead to the coming Savior. The New
Testament points to the Savior who has come. The Bible tells us: “You’re sinners. You deserve to
die and be damned. You can’t save yourself. But what you can’t do, God has done for you. He
sent his eternal Son to take on human nature in the person of Jesus. He lived God’s law to
perfection for you. He died on the cross to pay for your sins in full. He rose again from the dead
to declare you innocent, forgiven. Through faith in Jesus you are saved from hell and have eternal
life. He is coming at the end of time to raise the dead, create a new heaven and earth where we
will live with him forever.” In Asia Minor – Turkey – where those to whom Peter wrote lived,
false teachers appeared. They seemed to either deny that Jesus even came or that he is the
Savior. In 2 Peter 2 Peter wrote that they came up with “destructive heresies even denying the
Master that bought them.” So Peter counters with an assurance that the gospel as shared by the
apostles is the real thing and can be trusted as Scripture.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What does Peter say that his teaching is not (1:16)?

3. What is Peter talking about at the end of verse 16; who are the “we” and how were they
eyewitnesses of His majesty (Luke 9:28-36)? What is Peter saying the Transfiguration showed
them a future taste of? Or according to Peter here, what purpose did the Transfiguration serve?

4. How does Peter say that Scripture came about (1:20–21)?
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Explain
1. What are the false prophets that Peter is addressing here saying is a myth (2Peter 3:4)? What
does the New Testament say about the coming of Christ (Matt. 24:27; 36-39; 1Cor. 15:23-26;
1Thess. 4:15; James 5:7-8)? If this is all a myth, what does Paul say about this very topic in 1
Corinthians 15:12-19?

2. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13. What effect does the Word of God have on us if we believe it to
be true and not just from humans?

3. Read 2 Peter 1:16–21. What two pieces of evidence does Peter offer for the certainty of the
return of Christ? Which evidence seems more persuasive to you? Why?

4. How are Peter’s eyewitness account of the transfiguration and the “prophetic word” related
to each other in 2 Peter 1:16–21? To which one are we directed to “pay attention as to a lamp
shining in a dark place until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts”? How will
you do that this week?
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Apply
1. On a scale of 1—10 how would you rate yourself when it comes to studying God’s word?

2. Give several reasons why Christians should read the Bible. Why do some Christians find it
difficult to read the Scriptures? Discuss as a group some practical ways that might make Bible
reading more enjoyable and effective.

3. What questions or roadblocks get in the way of your being able to trust what God says in the
Bible?

4. How would you respond to a friend’s statement that the Bible can’t be trusted and that it’s
full of myths?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
In 2 Peter 1:16-21, Peter speaks of the authority and trustworthiness of Scripture. We encourage
you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how you can apply
that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your heart to what
it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home and together
with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free to return to
2 Peter 1:21 and pray through that verse, praising God for His Word given to you by the Holy
Spirit.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Psalm 119:1-16 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Psalm 119:1-16.

•

Confession: Talk with God any struggles in reading, studying, and/or trusting His Word.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for revealing Himself to you in His Word.

•

Supplication: Ask God for wisdom and understanding for each time you read the Bible.
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Questions I Have
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2 Peter 2
False Prophets and Teachers
March 28, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under
punishment until the day of judgment – 2 Peter 2:9

Key Principles
One of the themes of Peter's second epistle is "beware of false teachers", and such is the focus
of the second chapter. Just as there were false prophets in Old Testament times, so there would
be false teachers. Peter first describes the destructiveness of false teachers. Denying the Lord
who bought them, they will secretly introduce destructive heresies. Many will follow them, and
the way of truth will be blasphemed. But they will bring swift destruction on themselves (1-3).
When false teachers begin to whisper their sweet words into the ears of immature Christians,
the body of Christ begins to break apart, to lose what makes it distinctive in the first place—faith
in the unique person and work of Jesus Christ.
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Introduction
If 2 Peter 2 were a transcript of a conversation over the dinner table today, many would take
great offense. “Too harsh and judgmental!” “Too negative!” “Too critical of others!” “Where is
the grace?” “We prefer a kinder, gentler tone!” Because tolerance has become the chief virtue
of our culture, many today are decidedly against anything that smacks of judgment or criticism
of anyone’s beliefs, even if those beliefs do not reflect biblical doctrine. Peter teaches us in
chapter two of this epistle that Christians must be known for their doctrinal correctness as much
as they are known by their love. We must know the teachings of the Bible and not align ourselves
with those who preach or teach anything that is not aligned with the Word of God. We should
know the shocking characteristics, the deceptive methods, and the pitiful state of false teachers,
so that we avoid following them in their sins. So, is Peter too harsh and judgmental of these false
teachers? Should he join the movement of tolerance and voice a kinder, gentler description of
them? Or do we believe that this chapter is God-breathed and good for teaching, reproof,
correction, and training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16)?

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What seems to be the motivation of false teachers in the church? (v. 3)

3. What Old Testament examples were given to show that "the Lord knows how to deliver the
godly out of temptation, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished?"
(vv. 5-9)

4. What indicates that these false teachers are backsliders? (vv. 1,15,20)
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Explain
1. In 2:1, what exactly does “destructive heresies” and “swift destruction” mean?

2. Why and how could someone who has known the love of Christ return to the
unrighteousness from which he or she had been rescued?

3. To what sorts of desires can we become unknowingly enslaved?

4. What are ways in which you might identify a false teacher? Have you ever met false
teachers from cults or even within the Christian community?
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Apply
1. When are you most tempted to return to some sinful activity or attitude? Why? Are lustful
desires still the strongest enticement? What ones? Why?

2. How do we differentiate between false doctrine/methods and simply issues of preference or
taste? What are today’s greatest heresies?

3. Have you ever felt exploited by religious leaders? Without naming names, describe that
situation. How did you respond to the circumstance? What guidance would Peter have given to
you for that situation?

4. What are some ways even good churches become tempted by greed? What are some practical
ways to avoid falling for that temptation?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
In 2 Peter 2, Peter speaks of false teachers in the church and warns us of their presence and how
to respond. We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His
Word and how you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and
listen with your heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your
own at home and together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to
pray, feel free to return to 2 Peter 2:4-10 and pray through that verse, praising God for His
holiness and judgement upon evil.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read 1 Timothy 6:3-10 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in 1 Timothy 6:3-10.

•

Confession: Talk with God about any struggles you may have in discerning the teachings
of false teachers from true biblical doctrine.
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•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for revealing Himself to you in His Word.

•

Supplication: Ask God for wisdom and understanding of biblical doctrine.

Questions I Have
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2 Peter 3
The Day of the Lord will Come
April 4, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. – 2 Peter 3:9

Key Principles
To be mature in the Christian Faith is to distance oneself from scoffers of sound doctrine and to
devote the rest of one's life to Godly living for Jesus as a shining example of the Truth - in word
and in deed. The Lord’s Day will come, Peter reminds his readers, unexpectedly, like a thief in
the night, and with cataclysmic destruction. Peter closes the third chapter of his second epistle
by advising his readers to not only be expecting the Day of the Lord to come, but to be ready for
it by righteous living until that day.
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Introduction
Second Peter 3 focuses on dismantling the arguments of the false teachers. Peter’s purpose is
urging Christians not to waiver in their beliefs, but to continue to live out what they know to be
true. One specific claim being made by false teachers is that Christ would never return and thus
God would not judge the sins of humanity. These deceivers mocked those ideas by asking,
“Where is the coming of Jesus?” According to their challenge, it had been too long since Christ
had left the world and the world seemed to be going along as it always had. Surely nothing will
ever change that course of history and God would never alter the course of the natural, physical
world to enforce His will, they believe. But Peter encourages his readers in that any delay is not
to be construed as slackness on the Lord's part, for time means nothing to the Lord. Rather, delay
is an indication of the Lord's longsuffering, who does not want any to perish but for all to repent.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What is Peter trying to do by writing 2 Peter? (vv. 1-2)

3. Did Peter see any difference in the authority of Old Testament prophets or what the apostles
have written? (2 Peter 3:2)

4. What historical events did Peter use to refute the uniformitarian idea that all things continue
as they were from the beginning? (vv. 5-6)
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Explain
1. What will the new heaven and earth be like? Why is a new heaven and earth necessary?

2. Do you know people who say these things or assume that there will be no future intervention
and judgement by God (vv. 3, 4)?

3. Describe the Second Coming of Christ based on what II Peter 3 reveals.

4. How does Paul describe this period in Philippians 1:23? What about the new heaven and the
new earth, what does it look like in the future (Revelation 21; Romans 8:18-25; Isaiah 65:17-25)?
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Apply
1. How does knowing that the earth is temporary affect how we live in it today? What should
you do while you are waiting for these things to happen?

2. Are you looking forward to Jesus’ return? Can you honestly say that you would hope He returns
today? Consider these questions and if there is anything which causes you to hesitate then you
must deal with it before the Lord. It should be our greatest desire to see Him face to face.

3. What is the “therefore” there for? How does verse 14 connect with the preceding verses?
What does verse 14 say you should do while you are waiting?

4. Christians are not to be lazy. When Jesus ascended after His resurrection, the angel said to the
disciples “why do you stand looking into heaven?” (Acts 1:11) The implication is that they had
work to do!
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
In 2 Peter 3, Peter speaks of the Day of the Lord when Jesus returns. We encourage you to set
aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how you can apply that truth
to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your heart to what it has to
say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home and together with your
Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free to return to 2 Peter 2:410 and pray through that verse, praising God for His holiness and judgement upon evil.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Revelation 21:1-8 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S.
method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Revelation 21:1-8.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your anticipation of meeting Him face-to-face.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His promise of making all things new.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to live with greater anticipation of these events.
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Questions I Have
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