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Hold the Cheese, Just Give Me Jesus

Easter 2021

What’s your biggest fear? I’m not talking about spiders, snakes, or
watching horror movies. Look deeper. What do you see? My
biggest fear? I’ve always been afraid of looking stupid in public. I
know that sounds silly, but truly, it keeps me on my toes. I overprepare for just about everything – public speaking, studying for
tests, combing my hair before leaving the house, putting extra
cheese on just about everything, you name it. I don’t want to
disappoint myself or let others down, so I fixate on achievement. It’s actually not working very
well for me at all. The more I try to do well, the more I realize my shortcomings. The more I
strive to accomplish, the more I realize that I can’t actually accomplish much at all, and
sometimes I downright mess up. After all, not everything requires extra cheese.
Some people seem very confident, though, with their sports trophies, perfect hair, swanky pickup
trucks, fancy college degrees, and unspoiled kids. But even so, most of us can point to areas of
failure, weakness, and inadequacy without trying very hard at all, Peter included. Peter had the
ability to seem confident and secure in his identity as a fisherman before he met Jesus, and then
as a disciple afterwards. He truly had his life all together, or so it seemed. Until that fateful
weekend when he failed miserably.
It was the first Easter weekend. Jesus was on trial for his very life, and it was a kangaroo court
like none other. His friend was in trouble. His friend was in hostile territory. His friend was in a
critical, lonely, and painful place. And Peter failed him. He denied knowing him. He even cursed
at the very suggestion of his friendship. He couldn’t have possibly stooped any lower.
You know what happened next: prosecution, indictment, persecution, and then execution. But
Jesus didn’t stay dead for long. After his execution came his resurrection, and then breakfast by
the fireside.
In our Easter study today, we glance back at this breakfast. In this very intimate story, we learn
that we have a Savior who overcomes our deficiencies. He strengthens our weaknesses. He
forgives our failures. He takes our hand, picks us up, and gives us just what we need to follow
where he leads. Sometimes we mess up. Sometimes we put extra cheese where it does not
belong. But our lesson today reminds us that Jesus will never give up on us.
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Read: John 21:1-19
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Beyond Easter
A thread runs through the appearances of
believed it...if only, if only it hadn’t come
the risen Jesus: when he speaks to Mary in
true. He had wept bitterly over his denial.
the graveyard (John 20:11-18), walks with
On the seashore, Peter was a broken,
two disciples to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35),
crushed, man. He had failed Jesus in a big
visits the room where everyone is gathered
way, and he felt the weight of that failure.
(John 20:19-29), and comes to seven
Have you ever felt this way? Have you ever
disciples who are fishing (John 21), his
failed the Lord so miserably that you thought
disciples do not recognize him at first.
he could never, ever forgive
Perhaps the stories that
you? And even though people
Jesus was alive could not
told you over and over that
quell their grief over his
And
after
saying
this
Jesus forgives…you still could
absence. But now, in our
not forgive yourself?
focus passage, Jesus meets
he said to him,
his friends on the seashore
“Follow me.”
But during this breakfast, Jesus
for breakfast. Peter is there
offers Peter the grace to know
and feeling ashamed.
John 21:19
his betrayal was not the last
word. There was something
In John Chapter 13, when
beyond the courtyard, the
Jesus is telling the disciples
cross,
and
the
cemetery, even beyond the
about his upcoming death, he says to them,
fretful and fruitless night they had just lived
“Where I am going, you cannot come.” To
through; beyond Easter, even. Here is the
which Peter asks, “Lord why can’t I come? I
story of the Easter breakfast: Jesus was back
will lay down my life for you.” Then Jesus
at work, remembering those whom he
answered, “Will you really lay down your life
loved, feeding them, forgiving them, and
for me? I tell you the truth, before the
calling them to follow him.
rooster crows, you will deny me three
times!” And he did. Peter never would have

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Peter is reconciled to God when he realizes how
much God loves him and how much he loves God.
And isn’t this the way it is with us? Do you know
how much God loves you? Do you know that no
matter what you have done, God can and will
forgive you?

If you are willing to accept that
forgiveness for yourself, ask God for it
today and you will be set free to
live…to really, really live!
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Read: John 21:1-19

Discussion and Questions

Beyond Easter
Jesus had prepared a meal of fish and bread over some hot coals on the shore. This was a very
typical meal during this time. The hot coals must have brought back memories for Peter. The last
time he saw Jesus around hot coals was when he denied him three times (John 18:18; 25-27).
Jesus proceeds to ask Peter three times if he loves him, and three times Peter affirms his love. In
Luke’s account of Peter’s denial, he records that when the rooster crowed that Jesus looked
directly at Peter. It is over these hot coals that Jesus is looking directly at Peter again. Instead of
using the name Peter, Jesus calls him Simon, son of John. This was Peter’s official name before
Jesus changed it as recorded in Matthew 16:18. It was Simon, son of John who was a fisherman
by the Sea of Galilee, but it was Peter who was the disciple dedicated to following Christ even
unto death. In essence Jesus is asking Peter who he is going to be. Is he going to be a fisherman
or a disciple? Peter failed in denying Jesus, but he was restored in affirming his love. Failing, being
restored, and then deciding to follow Jesus can describe all of our lives.
Bible Study: John 21:1-19, John 18:18; 25-27
1. Peter went back to the Sea of Galilee to fish. Describe a time when life seemed crazy, and you
wanted to surround yourself with the familiar and go back to your comfort zone.
2. Take a few moments and remember a time when you completely failed Jesus. Why is it
important to revisit that time and bring it before God to be restored? How can harboring past
failures hinder future ministry?
3. Read Matthew 16:8. Discuss the significance of Jesus calling Peter by his formal name: Simon
son of John.
4. If there were not the resurrection, then Peter might have just gone back to being a fisherman.
In what ways does the resurrection impact your daily life?
5. Read John 21:15-17. Each affirmation of love is followed by a command. Describe a love
without any action to support it versus a love that is demonstrated by action.
6. Catching a lot of fish is different than tenderly caring for a sheep. Why is it so important to
not only lead people to Christ (cast the net), but to help them grow in Christ (tend the sheep)?
Explain the difference.
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