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Introduction
As we enter Spring of 2021, First Southern Baptist Church will be studying the Old Testament
book of Zechariah. Pastor Keith will preach through Zechariah on Sunday mornings, and our
Connection Groups will investigate and discuss the message and meaning of Zechariah. This Bible
study booklet includes 21 studies. It is designed to aid both your personal study of Zechariah and
also to facilitate our Connection Group discussions.
Prophecies about Jesus Christ and the messianic era abound in Zechariah. From the promise that
the Messiah would come and dwell in our midst (Zechariah 2:10-12; Matthew 1:23) to the
symbolism of the Branch and the Stone (Zechariah 3:8-9, 6:12-13; Isaiah 11:1; Luke 20:17-18) to
the promise of His Second Coming where they who pierced Him will look upon Him and mourn
(Zechariah 12:10; John 19:33-37), Christ is the theme of the book of Zechariah. Jesus is the Savior
of Israel, a fountain whose blood covers the sins of all who come to Him for salvation (Zechariah
13:1; 1 John 1:7).

What does this mean for us at First Southern Baptist Church? God expects sincere worship and
moral living of us. Zechariah’s example of breaking through national prejudice reminds us to
reach out into all areas of our society. Especially in light of our living near a large military
installation employing active-duty members and veterans from all over the world, we must
extend God’s invitation of salvation to people of all national origins, languages, races, and
4

cultures. That salvation is only available through the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross, who
died in our place to atone for sin. But if we reject that sacrifice, there is no other sacrifice through
which we can be reconciled to God. “There is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). “Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day
of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).

Throughout our study, our hope is that we all grow to see the gospel with greater appreciation
and to love God with greater passion. As we seek to apply the message of Zechariah, we will
discover how the Bible impacts our everyday lives and how we can bear witness for Christ in our
communities. The prayer of your First Southern pastoral staff is that this study is rewarding to
you spiritually and also vital to your understanding of the charge we have to live out our faith in
ways that glorify Christ in the world in which we live.

5

How to Use This Guide
Each study begins with some key verses and key principles for each passage, followed by a
devotional introduction to prepare our hearts and minds. The Study Guide section includes four
components specifically designed to help us engage the text of Zechariah in personal study and
Connection Group discussion according to the HEAR method of Bible study:

•

Highlight: Read the passage and become familiar with its contents.

•

Explain: Based on your reading, discover what the passage means in its context.

•

Apply: Understand how the meaning of the passage affects your life.

•

Respond in Prayer: Ask God to help you put the Bible passage into practice in
your life and relationships.

Work on these exercises at any time throughout the week. Some may find it helpful to work
through the exercises in sections—such as two or three blocks of 15 or 20 minutes each, while
others may want to study the whole passage in a single one hour-long sitting. Whichever
approach you choose to take, please answer the Study Guide questions before your Connection
Group meeting on Sunday morning. In Connection Groups, we’ll discuss our answers to the Bible
study questions together. To maximize our study of God’s Word and the impact it can have on
our lives, we encourage everyone to work through all questions in each of the 21 weekly studies.
Connection Group leaders may choose to focus on some questions more than others.
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Note to Connection Group Leaders
Handbook Distribution
This Bible study curriculum is designed to help you as you encourage those in your respective
groups to read the Bible during the week, engage the Holy Spirit as they consider God’s words
and message, and spend time with the Lord in prayer. Therefore, please ensure each member of
your group has access to this Bible Study handbook. You can do this in a variety of ways, for
example, by:
1. Providing a full copy of this guide to each member of your group at the beginning of the series.
2. Printing the lesson that is scheduled for the next week and distributing that copy to every
member each week.
3. Encouraging each member to access the handbook themselves from the church website and
print as they desire.
or . . .
4. For those Connection Group members who choose not to engage with the Bible Study
handbook, you may choose to print and distribute each week the one-page Participant Guide
that goes with each lesson.
Of course, Option 4 is not the optimal solution. It is the desire of your pastoral staff that everyone
receives a handbook and is encouraged to read their Bible during the week, engage the Holy
Spirit as they consider God’s Word and message, and spend time with the Lord in prayer as they
work through each lesson. Just contact the church office if you need help printing the handbook!
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In Class
There are a variety of ways that you might choose to utilize the Bible Study handbook during the
Connection Group time on Sunday morning. For example:

1. As you facilitate group discussion, you might choose to simply and prayerfully ask if participants
might like to share their answers to chosen questions in order to begin a group discussion.

2. Alternatively, you might choose to facilitate discussion over the scheduled passage without
asking participants to share their answers at all. This way, participants understand that their
answers to the questions are considered to be private.

3. If your group prefers a lecture-style lesson, feel free to maintain that delivery style, knowing
that your participants who have received this Leader’s Guide have studied the passage during
the week, sought to understand the message and the meaning of the text, and have spent time
with God regarding the implications impact of the passage on their faith.
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Read through the Scripture and write down your
observations.
• What are the main points of the text?
• Are there any repeating words or phrases?
• What questions do you have over what you read?

EXPLAIN
Based on your reading, discover what the passage
means in its context.
• Summarize what the author is saying to his audience.
• What does this passage show you about God?
• What does this verse show you about man?

Understand how the meaning of the passage affects
your life.
• What encouragement can you take from the passage?
• What is one change that you need to apply to your life?
• How does the passage strengthen your faith?

Pray God’s Word back to Him using the A.C.T.S. method.
•

•
•

•

Adoration: Praise God for something you learned
about Him.
Confession: Confess any sin or lack of obedience.
Thanksgiving: Give God thanks for the truths
learned.
Supplication: Ask God for help.

R.

RESPOND

A.

APPLY

H. E.

HIGHLIGHT
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Zechariah 1:1-6
A Call to Return to the Lord
April 18, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Therefore say to them, Thus declares the Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the Lord of hosts,
and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. – Zechariah 1:3

Background
Nearly 20 years after returning from the Babylonian exile in the time of Cyrus (538 B.C.), God’s
people were discouraged. The foundation of the temple had been laid shortly after the initial
return, in 536 B.C., but powerful opposition had prevented any further progress on rebuilding
the temple. And there was little evidence of the kind of spiritual renewal that the earlier
prophets had anticipated. Jewish sovereignty had not been restored. A moral reformation of
the people had not occurred. Jerusalem was still only partially rebuilt and had no significance
among the surrounding nations. Under the circumstances, many people concluded that theirs
was a “day of small things” (4:10) in which God was absent from his people. Many viewed
faithful obedience as useless. It seemed to make more sense to forget God and to pursue the
best life possible.
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Introduction
Author, Date, and Recipients
Zechariah was a prophet and a priest. He began his ministry in 520 B.C., shortly after Haggai
had begun his prophetic work.

Key Themes
I.

Turn to the Lord in repentance (1:1–6) and serve him with sincerity (ch. 7).

II.

The Lord’s concern and care for his people’s difficulties (1:8–17; 4:10).

III.

Jerusalem’s future expansion and blessing (2:4, 12; 8:1–8; 14:16).

IV.

The complete and permanent removal of the people’s sin (chs. 3; 5), and the
removal of false prophecy and idolatry from the land (13:2–6).

V.

The importance of the temple as the source of God’s blessing (ch. 4).

VI.

The Lord’s wrath at nations that plundered Judah and Jerusalem (1:18–21; 14:3–5).

VII.

The Divine Warrior’s return to terrorize Israel’s foes (9:1–8), and the coming of the
Branch, a Davidic ruler who will save his people, cleanse their sins, and establish
peace (3:8; 6:9–15; 9:9–10).

VIII.

The pouring out of God’s Spirit, resulting in repentance and the opening of a
fountain for the cleansing of sin (12:10–13:1).

IX.

Judgment on the wicked shepherds of God’s people and their replacement by a good
shepherd (11:1–17).

X.

The striking of the good shepherd and the scattering of the flock (13:7–9).

XI.

The Lord’s final triumph over the nations (ch. 14).
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The Near East at the Time of Zechariah
c. 520 B.C.
Zechariah prophesied to the people of Judah soon after they had returned from exile in
Babylon. Several years earlier, in 539 B.C., Cyrus the Great had conquered Babylon and
absorbed its territory into his empire. A year later he permitted the people of Judah to return
to their homeland and rebuild the temple. Cyrus and his son Cambyses extended the Persian
Empire until it stretched from Egypt and Lydia to the borders of India.
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Study Guide
Notice the repetition of ‘LORD Almighty’ which is used over 500 times in the Old Testament,
almost a fifth of those in Zechariah. The key theme of ‘return’ is here. There is a double return;
we return to God (repentantly) and he returns to us. Covenant judgements can only be avoided
by covenant faithfulness to the Lord Almighty. See Isaiah 40:1 – 11 for an excellent depiction of
the repentance – return theme.
Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions for yourself.
Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you gather with
your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.

End Notes:
Keith Burkhart, Video Sermon, Nehemiah Introduction: Renew, Obey, Commit, 17 Mar 2019
Introductory information: ESV Study Bible, Crossway Publishing, 2021, https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-studybible/introduction-to-zechariah, accessed 21 March 2021
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. With whom was the Lord angry? (Zech. 1:2)

3. What is Zechariah commanded to say to the people? (Zech. 1:3)

4. Who is set forth as a negative example in this passage? What did they not do? (Zech. 1:4)

5. How did the people respond to Zechariah’s call to return to the Lord? (Zech. 1:6)
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Explain
1. Zech. 1:1 tells us that Zechariah was the “son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo”. Compare this to
what is said in Ezra 5:1. How do you explain this discrepancy?

2. What question does the Lord ask concerning His words and His statutes? What do you think
this means? (Zech. 1:6)

3. What is it that God is striving to do here, such as in verse 3?

4. So how does that work, “Return to Me” and “God will return to them?” (Zech. 1:3)
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Apply
1. Think of some words to describe your personality. Are you more stubborn or compliant? More
headstrong or reasonable? How does this affect your spiritual life?

2. The solution to our spiritual stubbornness is to acknowledge it before God and believe that
through the Gospel, God can change us. How can your Connection Group help you to grow
spiritually in this area of your life?

3. Try to find an area in your life that you hear God but don’t change according to His
expectations. Repent and make your heart more sensitive to God by changing!
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Respond in Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this text on your own at home and
together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free to
return to Zechariah 1:3 and pray that verse as it applies to your spiritual life.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Jeremiah 29:10-14 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S.
method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Confess to God your need to return to Him when you disobey.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His steadfast love.

•

Supplication: Ask God that He would help you and those near you to live a life faithful
to Him.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 1:7-17
A Vision of a Horseman
April 25, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Cry out again, Thus says the Lord of hosts: My cities shall again overflow with prosperity, and
the Lord will again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.’” – Zechariah 1:17

The Vision
The vision is described (1:7-8), explained (1:9-11), and applied (1:12-17).
Commentators agree that the myrtle trees in the ravine symbolize God’s lowly people, the Jews.
They are not stately cedars on a mountaintop, but humble myrtles in a ravine, under Gentile
domination. The red horses point to war and bloodshed (Isaiah 63:1-6; Rev. 6:4). The white
horses symbolize victory (Rev. 6:2). The sorrel (light brown) horses may refer to a mixture of
judgement and mercy.
Zechariah saw a man riding a red horse, standing in a ravine among some myrtle trees, with other
horses (and riders implied) standing behind him. The rider on the red horse is clearly the
prominent one. Verse 11 identifies him as “the angel of the Lord.” In the Old Testament, the
angel of the Lord is Jesus Christ in preincarnate form (Ge. 16:7-13; implied in 18:1-33; 22:11-12;
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Exod. 3:2-6, Judges 6:14, 22, 13:9-18, 22). The other riders were lesser angels. There is another
lesser angel that serves throughout the visions as the interpreting angel to Zechariah (1:13, 14,
19, 2:3; 4:1, 4-5; 5:10; 6:4).
Zechariah asks the interpreting angel what the vision means (1:9). The angel explains that the
riders on the horses are those whom the Lord has sent to patrol the earth. As John Calvin points
out (Calvin’s Commentaries [Baker], Zechariah, p. 35), God doesn’t need angels to inform Him as
to the state of things on earth, but He employs this language in order to stoop to our weakness.
When the Bible says that God Himself is our refuge, it does not add anything to say that His angels
encamp around us (Ps. 34:7), or that He has an entire army of angels at His disposal. But it helps
our weak faith to see that He is mighty over our enemy and his forces. This vision of Christ and
His angels in the midst of God’s oppressed people is given to encourage God’s people with the
reality of His powerful presence with them, even in their trials. The angel of the Lord’s
intercessory question (1:12) should encourage God’s people that He cares for them. And the
Lord’s gracious and comforting words about Israel’s future (1:12-17) are also given for
encouragement.

Introduction
The beautiful picture here is that of Christ in the midst of His people in their humiliation as their
defender, surrounded by militant angels ready to do His bidding. Christ’s taking His place with
His people in the myrtle grove in the ravine reminds me of the three faithful Hebrew men whom
Nebuchadnezzar threw into the fiery furnace because they would not bow before his image
(Daniel 3). When he looked into the furnace, he did not see three bound men, but four, “loosed
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and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth [was]
like a son of the gods” (Dan. 3:25). I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ personally went into the
flames with His three faithful witnesses.
The picture of the angels on the war horses in Zechariah’s vision reminds me of the story in 2
Kings 6:8-23, where the king of Aram was upset because Elisha was telling the king of Israel his
every move before he made it. So he foolishly sent his army to surround the city where Elisha
lived. When Elisha’s servant went out to get the morning paper (that detail is not in the text), he
ran back inside in alarm. Elisha calmed him by saying, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are
more than those who are with them.” Then he prayed for God to open his servant’s eyes, and
the servant saw that the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.
God doesn’t always open our eyes to see the unseen world, but Scripture assures us that His
angels keep watch over His chosen people (Ps. 34:7; 91:11; Dan. 6:22). And not just His angels,
but Jesus Christ Himself promised to be with us to the end of the age as we take His good news
throughout the world (Matt. 28:20). When it seems as if the wicked are prospering and you are
suffering, trust in God’s promise of His powerful presence with you in every circumstance and
you will be encouraged.

End Notes:
Keith Burkhart, Video Sermon, The True Grace of God, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 7 Mar 2021
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, Revelation Chapter 6, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 16 Feb 2020
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, The Tribulation Period – Daniel’s Prophecy, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 9 Feb 2020
Steven J. Cole, Lesson 2: When God Seems to Have Forgotten You (Zechariah 1:7-17), 2013, Bible.org, reprinted with permission.
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Highlight
1. In Zechariah’s first vision, who is standing among the myrtle trees? (Zech. 1:8)

2. What do “those whom the Lord has sent to patrol the earth” have to report? (Zech. 1:11)

3. Who is the “man” of Zech. 1:8 possibly identified as being? (Zech. 1:11)

4. What question does he ask of the Lord? (Zech. 1:12)

5. For what is the Lord jealous? With whom is He angry, and why is He angry with them? (Zech.
1:14-15)
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Explain
1. What is the significance of the colored horses in v. 8?

2. Why is the angel upset in v. 12?

3. What is the significance of v. 15 in our understanding of the exile?

4. How does v. 16 fit the historical setting of Haggai and Zechariah?
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Apply
1. According to 1 Peter 5:8-10, when are we especially susceptible to Satan’s attacks? How can
we be on guard?

2. When we suffer at the hands of wicked people, our feelings are often dominant. How can we
put faith ahead of feelings?

3. Is it wrong to desire God’s punishment on the wicked? How do we apply the imprecatory
Psalms (10, 109, 137, etc.)?

4. A person asks, “How can I know that I am one of God’s chosen people?” Your answer?
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Respond in Prayer
When it seems as if the wicked are at ease and you are forgotten, be encouraged by Christ’s
powerful presence, His prayer for you, and His promises for your welfare. We encourage you to
set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how you can apply that
truth to your context. Read through the following psalm and listen with your heart to what it has
to say. We recommend praying through this psalm on your own at home and together with your
Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Psalm 79 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Psalm 79.

•

Confession: Ask God to forgive you the times you question His activity in your life.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank Him for His protection and provision in your life.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you and those you love to set your hope on His grace.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 1:18-21
A Vision of Horns and Craftsmen
May 2, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
I say to the boastful, ‘Do not boast,’ and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up your horn; – Psalm 75:4

The Vision
In this second vision, Zechariah sees four horns. The type of animal is not specified; it could have
been a wild ox, a bull, a ram, a goat, or some combination of these. But it doesn’t matter, because
the focus is on the horn, not on the animal. In biblical imagery, the horn symbolizes strength and
power, especially of nations or of Gentile kings (Ps. 75:10; Jer. 48:15; Dan. 7:24; 8:3ff.). Zechariah
asks the angel what these horns are, and the angel answers, “These are the horns that have
scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.”
Commentators differ on the identification of these four horns. Some say that the number four
represents the four compass points, thus indicating that Israel is surrounded by hostile enemies,
without any specific enemies in view. Others say that the four horns are either Assyria, Egypt,
Babylon, and Medo-Persia (past and current oppressors of Israel) or Babylon, Medo-Persia,
Greece, and Rome (Daniel 2, 7, in which case the last two powers were still future in Zechariah’s
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day). These last four are the four major powers that dominate the Jews during the times of the
Gentiles.
Then the Lord shows Zechariah four craftsmen. The prophet asks, “What are these coming to
do?” The Lord tells him that these four craftsmen have come to terrify and throw down the four
horns that have scattered Judah.
What can we learn from this vision? First, we learn that God’s people should expect severe
hardships and opposition simply because they are His people in this evil world. Second, know
that God will be the strong defender of His people and that He will punish the wicked in His time.
But perhaps you still wonder, “Why does God permit this kind of strong opposition against His
people?” There can be multiple reasons. One reason (this was true of Israel in Zechariah’s time)
is, God uses opposition to chasten His people for their worldliness and unfaithfulness. The
Babylonian captivity was directly linked to Israel’s many years of disobedience to God.
Another reason God allows opposition is to teach us that we cannot prevail in our own strength,
so that we are forced to rely on God alone.

Introduction
The existence of the Jewish people and their presence in the Promised Land is a witness to God’s
existence and the truth of His Word. About 4,000 years ago, God promised Abraham that He
would make him into a great nation and bless those who bless him and curse those who curse
him (Gen. 12:1-3). Down through history, Israel as a people has been surrounded by fierce
enemies whose aim was to wipe them off the face of the earth (Ps. 129:1-2).
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The Holocaust under Hitler and the present Islamic terrorism both stem from intense hatred of
the Jews. Millions of Muslims hate the United States and cheered when al-Qaeda hit our nation
because the U.S. is friendly towards Israel. Although some nations have recently softened their
opposition politically, the entire Arab world has been united in its desire to see the Jews expelled
from the Promised Land and even eradicated as a people. Although they have not turned back to
God, the Jews still exist and are in the Promised Land as a testimony to the truth of God and His
promises! Scripture predicts a glorious future for the Jews (Rom. 11:25-27).
When you come to a text such as ours today, commentators tend to go in one of two directions.
Either they spiritualize the promises to Israel here by applying them exclusively to the church; or
they apply them exclusively to Israel without mentioning any application to the church. I was
pleased to find that Charles Spurgeon (“The Man with the Measuring Line,” sermon # 604, Ages
Software) first acknowledges its application to the future of Israel before applying it to the
church. I believe that these promises will yet be fulfilled for Israel as God’s chosen people.

End Notes:
Keith Burkhart, Video Sermon, 2 Peter Chapter 3, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 18 Apr 2021
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, The Tribulation Period – Daniel’s Prophecy, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 9 Feb 2020
Steven J. Cole, Lesson 3: God Our Strong Defender and Benefactor (Zechariah 1:18-2:13), 2013, Bible.org, reprinted with
permission.

29

Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What will the Lord again do? (Zech. 1:17)

3. What had the four horns of Zechariah’s second vision done? (Zech. 1:19)

4. What were the four craftsmen coming to do? (Zech. 1:21)
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Explain
1. Why does God delay His judgment of the wicked for so long? (See 2 Pet. 3:9 for starters)

2. How does God’s guarding His people fit in with all of the persecution down through history?

3. In Zechariah 1:18-21, Zechariah has a night vision of four horns that scattered the Jewish
people. These horns represent both the pride and strength of Israel’s enemies. Why would God
allow Israel’s enemies to scatter them? Why throughout history to the present day does God
scatter His people?

4. In Zechariah 1:20, Zechariah also sees in his vision four craftsmen. What do these four
craftsmen represent? Where do you see God sending “craftsmen” today?
31

Apply
1. What is “worldliness”? How can we evaluate ourselves on this and extricate ourselves from
it?

2. Trials don’t feel like God’s blessing! How do we know whether He is blessing us if not by the
absence of trials?

3. How can we be careful to never get to the place where we think that we are something great
in ourselves? The Apostle Paul said, “For by the grace of God I am what I am.”

4. What encouraged, challenged and or confused you about this passage?
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Respond in Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this psalm on your own at home and
together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Psalm 75; pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the faithfulness of His people in Psalm 75.

•

Confession: Ask God to forgive you for not always being as faithful as you can be.

•

Thanksgiving: Give thanks to God for His wonderous deeds in your life.

•

Supplication: Ask God to convict you and to help you to glorify Him in every way.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 2
A Vision of a Man with a Measuring Line
May 9, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for behold, I come and I will dwell in your midst, declares
the Lord. – Zechariah 2:10

The Vision
The vision is presented in 2:1-5 and applied in 2:6-13.
In his third vision, Zechariah sees a man with a measuring line who is going out to measure
Jerusalem. Many commentators think that this man is the angel of the Lord, but others view him
as a man who is mistaken in his attempt to measure the city, in light of 2:4. Since the text does
not identify him, we cannot be dogmatic. Another angel meets Zechariah’s interpreting angel and
tells him to run and say to the young man (some understand this to be the man with the
measuring line, but more likely, it is Zechariah), “Jerusalem will be inhabited without walls
because of the multitude of men and cattle within it.”
Then a word from the Lord assures His people, “For I will be a wall of fire around her, and I will
be the glory in her midst.” The wall of fire recalls the pillar of fire that God used to illumine and
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protect Israel from her enemies in the wilderness (Ex. 14:19-24). Also, shepherds would
sometimes build a fire around their flock to protect them from wolves at night. The picture is that
God will surround and defend His people from their enemies.
God also promises to be the glory in the midst of His people. The Shekinah glory had departed
from the temple because of the people’s sin (Ezek. 10:18; 11:22, 23), but now it would return
through the presence of the Lord Himself. This is a reference to the second coming of Christ and
the New Jerusalem, which will have “no need of the sun or moon to shine upon it, for the glory
of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb” (Rev. 21:23).

Introduction
Even though its ultimate fulfillment awaits the future, there is certainly an application for the
church today. While elders are exhorted to guard the flock from predators (Acts 20:28-31), and
we should do all that we can to obey that charge, the Lord Himself must be the defender of His
church or it would have failed centuries ago! Concerning His glory in our midst, we will never
experience now anything close to the glory of God’s presence that we will know when Jesus
returns. But even so, we still should strive so to exalt Jesus Christ in His church that those who
come among us will declare that God is certainly in our midst (1 Cor. 14:25).
Both promises are related to our obedience. If we want God to be a wall of fire around us and to
be the glory in our midst, we must walk in holiness before Him each day, allowing His purifying
fire to cleanse our hearts of all sin. We must be captivated with the beauty of His glory as we
grow to know Him more and more.
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Study Guide
Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions for yourself.
Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you gather with
your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.

End Notes:
Steve Russell, Video Bible Studies, Revelation Chapter 11 and 21, www.firstsouthern.tv/library
Steven J. Cole, Lesson 3: God Our Strong Defender and Benefactor (Zechariah 1:18-2:13), 2013, Bible.org, reprinted with
permission.
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Highlight
1. How does the Lord refer to His people here? (Zech. 2:8)

2. What will happen to those who touch His people? (Zech. 2:9)

3. Why were the people to “sing and rejoice”? (Zech. 2:10)

4. According to the text, what will happen “in that day”? (Zech. 2:11)
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Explain
1. In Zechariah 2:1-2, Zechariah sees a man with a measuring line in his hand to measure
Jerusalem. Why does the man need to measure Jerusalem? What was God going to do? What
do you see God doing?

2. In Zechariah 2:8-9, what does the Lord promise to do and why? How does this promise apply
to us as a church?

3. In Zechariah 2:10, the Lord promises to come and dwell with His people. How has this been
fulfilled?

4. How would you explain to others that they are included in this vision?
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Apply
1. How you apply this message personally depends on where you are at. If you profess to know
God, but are living with the daughter of Babylon, God’s word to you is, “Get out of there quickly!”
“If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15)! Discuss with your
Connection Group how a Christian might recognize if they are indeed, “living in Babylon.”

2. If you are dwelling in Jerusalem, but discouraged over the trials you are experiencing, God’s
word to you is, “Sing and rejoice, for behold, I am coming and I will dwell in your midst” (Zech.
2:10). Rest in the promise that you are the apple of His eye and that He will judge those who
harm you. Discuss with your Connection Group how a Christian might rest in this promise.

3. If you are not one of God’s people, His word to you is, “Submit your life to Jesus Christ now,
before He comes in judgment and it is too late!” No matter how great your sins, He invites you
to trust in Christ, to join yourself to the Lord and become one of His people.
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Respond in Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend you view the First Southern Baptist Church video
Bible study resources on Revelation chapters 11 and 21 on your own at home and be ready to
discuss how these chapters relate to our study passage this week.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Revelation 21 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Revelation 21.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your anticipation of Him dwelling with His people.

•

Thanksgiving: Praise God for the promise of His eternal presence with His people.

•

Supplication: Pray for those in you know and love to walk closer with the Lord in faith.

41

Questions I Have
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Zechariah 3
A Vision of Joshua the High Priest
May 16, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
And the angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments from
him.” And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe
you with pure vestments.” – Zechariah 3:4

The Vision
Zechariah’s fourth vision shows the returned remnant that God would cleanse and restore as a
priestly people before Him. He would remove their defilement so that they could again serve
Him. As with most of Zechariah’s visions, it is designed to give hope and encouragement to the
Lord’s chosen people.
Before we apply this text to ourselves on an individual level, we need to understand that the
proper interpretation of Zechariah 3 is national and prophetic in scope. Joshua, as the high priest,
is representative of the nation Israel. As Merrill Unger explains (Zechariah: Prophet of Messiah’s
Glory [Zondervan], p. 56), each of these night visions involves “the nation as a whole, seen in
panoramic prophetic sweep extending from its failure and judgment to its final restoration in
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Kingdom blessing.” The picture here is of God restoring His people corporately to their place as
“a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exod. 19:6). The ultimate final fulfillment of this still
awaits the Messiah’s second coming.
But the vision had an immediate application to the people who were rebuilding the temple, to
show them that they were not laboring in vain. It also applies to us who are seeking to build God’s
living temple, the church (Eph. 2:20-22). How can we as sinners serve a holy God?

Introduction
The evangelical church today has minimized the problem of guilt by portraying God as very
tolerant of sinners, and by viewing ourselves as not such bad folks after all. We see God primarily
as our good Buddy in the sky, who may sigh about our sin, but who would never get angry or deal
severely with His children. And, thanks to the insights of “Christian” psychology, we now know
that the high calling of Christians is to love ourselves and build our self-esteem. As a result, we
think that God chose us because of the great potential He saw in us.
But it is essential that we form our view of God and ourselves from Scripture, not from the
prevailing views of our times. When we examine Scripture, we find that God is far more holy than
we ever imagined, and we are far more sinful than we ever fathomed. As F. B. Meyer puts it (The
Prophet of Hope [Christian Literature Crusade], p. 44), “The more we know of God, the more we
loathe ourselves and repent.” If loathing ourselves strikes us as a bit out of sync with building our
self-esteem, perhaps we do not know God as F. B. Meyer knew God!
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Suppose that you had been working on your car and you are covered with grease. Your wife is
inside, working on a new white dress. She calls out to you that she needs help getting the zipper
up on the back of her new white dress. How can you possibly help your wife in that situation?
That hypothetical situation is a picture of a real, more serious matter: How can defiled sinners
like us serve a holy God? The Jews to whom Zechariah ministered felt the sting of that question.
They had just returned from the Babylonian captivity, which had taken place because of the
nation’s gross, persistent, unrepentant sin. Now a remnant was back in the land, attempting to
rebuild the temple and reestablish the proper worship of God. But the past was there to haunt
them.
As anyone who truly knows God will testify, when you try to serve God, your conscience kicks
into high gear. “Who do you think you are to teach the Bible to others?” So they think, “Someday
when I get my life together, I may serve God. But not now!” So a practical question facing all of
God’s people is, “How can a sinner such as I serve a holy God?”

Study Guide
Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions for yourself.
Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you gather with
your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

End Notes:
Keith Burkhart, But God, Video Sermon, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 9 Aug 2020
Bob Schobert, Video Bible Study, Ephesians Chapter 2, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 9 Aug 2020
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, Revelation 12, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 12 Apr 2020
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, 2 Corinthians 5, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 24 June 2020
Steven J. Cole, Lesson 4: How Can Sinners Serve a Holy God? (Zechariah 3:1-10), 2013, Bible.org, reprinted with permission.
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Highlight
1. What does the angel of the Lord say he has taken away from Joshua? (Zech. 3:4)

2. What admonishment does the angel of the Lord give to Joshua? (Zech. 3:7)

3. Who is the Lord going to bring in? (Zech. 3:8). To whom does this refer? For further study,
see also, Isa. 11:1; Isa. 53:2; Jer. 23:5; Jer. 33:15; Zech. 6-12.

4. What will the Lord remove in one day? (Zech. 3:9)
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Explain
1. Read the courtroom scene presented in Zechariah 3:1-10 and identify who is playing out the
various legal roles. Specifically: who is the judge; who is the defendant; who is the prosecutor;
and who is the defense attorney?

2. As you consider both a) the filthy clothes that Joshua (the high priest & representative of the
people) was wearing and b) the accusations of Satan, how do you process your own feelings
and memories of guilt and shame? Do you ever feel beat up by your past or condemned
spiritually?

3. How will God “remove the iniquity of the land in one day”?

4. In view of the cross and Romans 8:31-39, how specifically does Jesus not only remove our
‘filthy clothes’, but also ‘reclothe’ His people with righteousness?
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Apply
1. Take a few minutes to read aloud the Scripture from Zechariah 3:1-10, Hebrews 4:13,
Revelation 12:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Romans 8:31-34, 38-39. What verses or ideas stand out to
you from these passages? What questions do you have? What “next step” are you considering as
a result of your interaction with God’s Word?

2. How does God’s justification and grace empower you to think about and resist the presence
of sin and satanic accusations?

3. Why is justification by grace through faith alone an essential of the gospel that cannot be
compromised?

4. When (if ever) is sin so significant that it disqualifies a person from Christian service? Give
biblical support.
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Respond in Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following psalm and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Isaiah 54 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Isaiah 54.

•

Confession: Talk with God about the challenges you face in trusting His timing.

•

Thanksgiving: Praise God today for taking away your iniquity in Jesus Christ.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you walk in His ways and to keep His charge.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 4
A Vision of a Golden Lampstand
May 23, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. – Zechariah 4:6

The Vision
In last week’s lesson, we saw how Zechariah’s fourth vision (chapter 3) encouraged Joshua the
high priest with the message: “God will cleanse His chosen people through the Messiah and use
them to serve Him.” His fifth vision (chapter 4) which we will look at today, encouraged
Zerubbabel, the civic leader, with the message: “The temple that you have begun will be
completed and My people and will become a light unto the nations under the Messiah. This will
not be accomplished by human effort, but by My Spirit.” In the fourth vision last week, we saw
the cleansing that is necessary before anyone can serve God. In the fifth vision this week, we see
the testimony that results from a cleansed and Spirit-filled life. While our text will ultimately be
fulfilled with Israel in the Millennium, it also applied to God’s people in Zechariah’s day, and it
applies to us as we seek to be God’s light to the nations.
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Zechariah saw a lampstand of gold with seven lamps and a bowl at the top, which served as a
reservoir for the oil. Two olive trees, each with a branch, stood beside the lampstand. A golden
pipe extended from each branch to the bowl so that the golden olive oil poured from the tree.
Out of the reservoir or bowl (according to most commentators) came 49 spouts or pipes, seven
to each of seven lamps on the lampstand. This lampstand was similar to the one that stood in the
holy place of the tabernacle, with three exceptions: (1) the bowl on top of it; (2) the seven pipes
to each lamp; and, (3) the two olive trees. These additions point to the abundant, continual
supply of oil to the lamps. In the temple, the priests had to keep the lamps full of oil, but in this
vision, the supply of oil flowed constantly without help from any man.
The lampstand signifies the important task that God gives to His people to be a light to the
nations, to reveal God and His truth to those who walk in darkness. The oil that flows in continual
abundant supply so that the lamps can go on burning symbolizes the Holy Spirit. The two olive
trees represent the priestly and kingly offices in Israel, with the two branches being Joshua and
Zerubbabel. Together these two anointed ones were a type of the Lord Jesus Christ in His offices
of Priest and King. Jesus is God’s Anointed One (that’s what “Messiah” or “Christ” means), who
provides the Holy Spirit in abundant supply to His people.
The Lord encourages Zerubbabel (4:7-9) by assuring him that in spite of the mountain of problems
in rebuilding the temple, he would finish the task. This would confirm to all of God’s people that
He had sent His Messiah-Servant (“me” in 4:9b), in the person of the angel of the Lord, to His
people. The old timers, who were disparaging this temple in comparison to the former one,
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should not despise the day of small things (4:10). Under God’s perfect providence (the seven eyes
of the Lord, which range over the earth to watch over His people), the project will be completed.

Introduction
Zerubabbel must have been thinking, “This project will never get done!” The work had begun
over 20 years before. It would still take another four years. But God assures Zerubbabel (4:9) that
his hands, which had laid the foundation of the temple, would finish it. Eventually, it was
completed.
As I read the Bible I am amazed at how long God takes to accomplish His work through His people.
God appeared to Abraham and promised to make him the father of many nations and to bless all
nations of the earth through him. I wonder if Abraham thought, “Wow, I’d better start building a
baby crib and Sarah needs to start sewing some baby clothes.” If they did that, those baby items
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sat around collecting dust for 25 years before Isaac was born! Isaac spent his life digging some
wells out in the desert and raising Esau and Jacob. Jacob spent about 20 years working for Laban
before he finally got back to the land of Canaan. But then the small clan moved to Egypt where
they were enslaved for 400 years. Then came 40 more years in the wilderness. Later there was
the Babylonian captivity and then 400 years without a word from God. He didn’t send His Messiah
until 2,000 years after His promise to Abraham! Obviously, God isn’t in the hurry that we are in!
If you’re going to commit yourself to building God’s temple, the church, be prepared for the long
haul! Just about the time you think you’re getting somewhere, the key disciple you’ve been
working with decides to move! There are many other setbacks. You never reach a point in the
local church where you can stand back and say, “It’s all done!”

Study Guide
Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions for yourself.
Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you gather with
your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

End Notes:
Steven J. Cole, Lesson 5: Preventing Spiritual Burnout (Zechariah 4:1-14), 2013, Bible.org, reprinted with permission.
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Highlight
1. What question did Zechariah ask of the angel? (Zech. 4:4)

2. What was the angel’s answer? (Zech. 4:6)

3. What would the mountain become before Zerubbabel? (Zech. 4:7)

4. What promise is made concerning Zerubbabel and the temple? (Zech. 4:9)

5. What will be known upon the fulfillment of this promise? (Zech. 4:9)
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Explain
1. How did Zechariah receive their revelations from the Lord? How do most Christians receive
their revelations from the Lord today?

2. Compare God’s word to Zerubbabel through Zechariah in Zechariah 4:7 and Jesus’ word to His
disciples in Matthew 17:20. What did God to Zerubbabel and Jesus to His disciples mean by a
mountain? How does Zerubbabel’s success in moving the mountain help you understand the
meaning of what Jesus told His disciples?

3. How would the people know that God had sent Zechariah to Zerubbabel to tell him to rebuild
the temple?
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Apply
1. If God wants us to do something in obedience to Him and we know that we do not have the
resources to do what He wants us to do, what verse from Zechariah can encourage us to begin
obeying God with what we have?

2. How is the Spirit of God sustaining and empowering you today?

3. What are the great mountains are in your life?

4. What are the small things have you overlooked?

5. How is the vertical in your life?
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Respond in Prayer
Read through the following passage and listen with your heart to what it has to say. We
recommend reading and praying through this passage on your own at home and together with
your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free to return to
Zechariah 4:6-8 and ask God to help you to better see the work of His Holy Spirit in your life.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Acts 2:1-13 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Acts 2:1-13

•

Confession: Talk with God about your need for His strength and endurance.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for sending His Holy Spirit to you as your Helper.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to see the mountains in your life that only He can
conquer.
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Zechariah 5:1-4
A Vision of a Flying Scroll
May 30, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. – Hebrews 11:6

The Vision
The scroll symbolizes God’s Word, especially His law as contained in the Ten Commandments.
Just as God wrote the Ten Commandments on both sides of the stones (Exod. 32:15), so both
sides of the flying scroll contain writing. The one side of the scroll mentions stealing, the middle
commandment of the second table of the law, which deals with our relationships with one
another. The other side of the scroll mentions swearing falsely by God’s name, the middle
commandment of the first table of the law, which deals with our relationship with God. As Jesus
pointed out, the whole law can be summed up with, “You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart…” and, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:37, 39).
The size of the scroll and the fact that it was open for all to read showed that “its warnings were
openly proclaimed to all, that none might have an excuse” (T. V. Moore, Zechariah [Banner of
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Truth], p. 79). The fact that the scroll was flying conveys the image of a giant raptor bird hovering
in the sky, from which none can escape.
The dimensions of the scroll are identical with the size of the holy place in the tabernacle
(according to many commentators, although I cannot substantiate it from the text they
cite, Exod. 26:15-25); and the porch of Solomon’s Temple (1 Kings 6:3), where the law was read
to the people. Charles Feinberg concludes from these identical dimensions, “The vision would
teach us that the holiness of the sanctuary of the Lord is the measure of sin, and that judgment
must begin at the house of God” (The Minor Prophets [Moody Press], p. 293). Since the scroll
represents the Ten Commandments, it shows us that God’s judgment on sin is in line with His
holiness as revealed in His Word.

Introduction
President Calvin Coolidge was not known for his talkativeness. One story says that one Sunday
he attended a worship service without his wife. When he returned home, she asked him what
the minister had talked about. “Sin,” replied silent Cal. “What did the preacher say about sin?”
his wife persisted. Coolidge replied, “He was against it.”
Coolidge’s answer is a succinct summary of Zechariah 5, which tells us what God thinks about sin.
In a nutshell, He is against it. Zechariah’s sixth and seventh night visions tell us, God will be
relentless in judging all sin.
A major mistake that God’s people can make is to think that if we are doing God’s work, it buys
us some indulgences against our sins. Israel was rebuilding the temple, and Zechariah wanted to
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encourage them in that work. But God also wanted to warn them that His people must be holy,
even as He is holy. Rebuilding the temple was a great work, but it didn’t earn them any credit in
the sin department. Just because they were God’s chosen nation didn’t mean that God would
tolerantly overlook their sin. God would deal with all sinners in Israel, and He would ultimately
purge the nation of all wickedness.
Our text underscores the message of all Scripture, that we are to be holy as the Lord Himself is
holy. God will judge all sin, including the sins of those who call themselves His people. Satan
often deceives us into thinking that sin will get us what we really want in life, and that holiness is
boring or that it robs us of fun. But the Bible is consistently clear that unchecked sin is like leprosy,
spreading gradually but inevitably to disfigure and finally kill its victims. It defiles all that come
into contact with it. On the other hand, holiness brings true and lasting joy, and the family of a
man who fears God will be blessed (Ps. 128).
Another deceptive tactic of the enemy is to get us to think that because God’s judgment is
delayed, it will not happen at all. We look around and see people who flaunt their sin and yet
seem to be prospering. We also see godly people who seem to suffer terribly. If we forget the
clear teaching of the Bible, that God’s judgment against sin will be relentless and thorough, and
that He is the unfailing rewarder of those who seek Him (Heb. 11:6), we become vulnerable
toward temptation and sin.
In one sense, the focus of Zechariah’s night visions shifts at this point. The first five visions gave
hope and encouragement to God’s people as they worked on the temple rebuilding project.
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God’s word through His prophet was, “I have not forgotten My chosen people in spite of how it
may seem. I will remember them and bless them at My appointed time.” But visions 6-8 deal with
the theme of God’s judgment on sin, both the sins of the pagan nations (6:1-8), but also the sins
of Israel. In one sense, the idea of God judging all sin doesn’t sound encouraging!
But if we see sin as the Bible sees it, and holiness as the Bible portrays it, then the idea of God
purging all sin from our lives and from the face of the earth sounds wonderful. As 2 Peter 3:13
puts it, “But according to His promise we are looking for a new heaven and a new earth, in which
righteousness dwells.” That is a beautiful description of heaven, which will be a place where no
sin can corrupt and spoil Paradise!

Study Guide
Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions for yourself.
Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you gather with
your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

End Notes:
Steven J. Cole, Lesson 6: What God Thinks About Sin (Zechariah 5:1-11), 2013, Bible.org, reprinted with permission.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What did Zechariah see? (Zech. 5:1)

3. What were its dimensions? (Zech. 5:2)

4. What did this vision represent? To where was it going forth? (Zech. 5:3)

5. Which specific sins are mentioned as being written on the scroll? (Zech. 5:3-4)

6. What will happen to the house wherein the scroll enters? (Zech. 5:4)
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Explain
1. Does this vision relate primarily to the future or the past?

2. Who is it addressing?

3. How is it related to the other visions? (Remember to try to relate all eight visions into one
unified whole.)
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Apply
1. Your sin will find you out. The truth is, you can’t hide your sin from God. Do you have any
unconfessed sin that you need to discuss with the Lord? Do it today.

2. Zechariah saw a large scroll flying through the air. The angel said it was the curse going forth
over the whole land. What is it that brings the curse? It is disobedience to God’s law (see Deut.
27:26; 28:15; Isa. 24:5,6). How do you strive for obedience in your own life?

3 How was it that Zerubbabel and the people gained the victory and accomplished what they
did? Faith’s victory comes as we go forward in obedience to God’s word and trusting in His
promises. How have you practiced your faith in God’s promises today?

4. His New Covenant promise is that He will write His law upon the heart and mind of those
who receive their Savior. Have you received Him? If not, ask your Connection Group Leader or
a trusted Christian friend to pray with you.
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Respond in Prayer
The message of Zechariah 5 brings to mind Psalm 1:1-2, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the
counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but
his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.” And by contrast
also Psalm 1:5, “The wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the
righteous.” Read through Psalm 1 and listen with your heart to what it has to say. We recommend
praying through this psalm on your own at home and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Psalm 1 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
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•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Psalm 1.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your struggles to walk blamelessly.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank Him for His Word which points you to righteousness.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to live and keep His Word.

Zechariah 5:5-11
A Vision of a Woman in a Basket
June 6, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.
They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. – John 17:15-16

The Vision
The seventh vision is more difficult to interpret. Scholars differ on the meaning of the details, so
we cannot be dogmatic on the particulars. But the overall vision conveys the idea of God purging
the wickedness of His people, while the evil of the world continues unchecked. The idea seems
to be that the basket pictures the wicked of the land, filling up the measure of their sins. It may
also be symbolic for trade and commerce (Merrill Unger, Zechariah: Prophet of Messiah’s Glory
[Zondervan], p. 93), especially as practiced by the godless world system.
The basket has a lead cover that is lifted up and Zechariah sees a woman sitting inside. Here we
get our only direct interpretive clue, when the angel says, “This is Wickedness!” In Hebrew, the
feminine gender is used to represent abstract ideas (Feinberg, p. 295). Apparently the woman is
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struggling to get out of the basket, sensing the judgment that is coming, but the angel forces her
down into the basket and puts the lead cover back in place.
Then two women with wings like a stork come out of the wind, pick up the basket, and fly off.
There is debate over whether these two winged women are agents of good or of evil (the stork
is an unclean bird), but it is clear that, whatever their intent, they operate to accomplish the
sovereign will of God. Zechariah asks the angel where they are taking it and the angel answers,
“To the land of Shinar, to build a house for it. And when this is prepared, they will set the basket
down there on its base.”
What do these things mean? I think that it is likely that the woman is identical with the great
whore of Revelation 17 & 18, with whom the nations, kings, and merchants of the world have
committed immorality. Her sitting in the basket probably portrays her “intimate contact with
worldly wealth and commerce, by which she is supported and in which she delights” (Unger, p.
95). The fact that she is hidden in the basket may point to what Paul calls “the mystery of
lawlessness” (2 Thess. 2:7) that is at work in this evil world system. The lead cover shows that
God presently restrains lawlessness from being as bad as it could be.
But the time is coming (culminating in the Great Tribulation) when the restraint will be lifted and
wickedness will be enthroned in Babylon, which represents this present evil world system,
opposed to God. Shinar is first mentioned in Genesis 10:10 with reference to Nimrod,
whose kingdom was in Babel “in the land of Shinar.” It occurs again in Genesis 11:2 in reference
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to the events at Babel, when men vaunted themselves against God and He confused their
languages. Shinar is the region where Babylon is located.
In Revelation 17 & 18, Babylon reaches the zenith of its evil power, wealth, and splendor. Men
are prosperous and satisfied apart from God. Seemingly, they have succeeded in casting off the
“oppressive” yoke of submission to God. The Antichrist has brought peace, prosperity, and unity
to the world such as it has never known. Man has seemingly triumphed over the many problems
that have plagued the earth, and he has done it without God! Dr. Feinberg (p. 297) sums it up
well, “God is stating that all wickedness is developing along well-defined lines and in due course
it will be headed up in that place which has always stood for defiance against God.”
Zechariah doesn’t deliver the punch line until his final vision in chapter 6, which unfolds God’s
judgment on this evil world and the crowning of the Messiah. As Revelation 18 emphasizes,
Babylon will fall in one day and in one hour (Rev. 18:8, 10, 17, 19). So the enthronement and
triumph of wickedness in Shinar is only temporary and illusory. God is in control all along, and at
the predetermined moment, Jesus will return in victory. Babylon the Great will fall, never to rise
again.

Introduction
Make sure that you keep your measure of sin on empty! The basket filled with the woman
personifying wickedness pictures what other Scriptures teach, that God has a measure for sin. It
is the largest measure, because His grace is abundant. But God patiently allows sin and sinners
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to multiply until His measure of judgment is full. Then He takes swift action in judgment, as
pictured in the two women carrying the basket with the woman off to Shinar.
We see this principle in Genesis 15:13-16, where God explains to Abraham about His covenant
to make of Abraham a great nation. He says that Abraham’s descendants will be enslaved and
oppressed for 400 years and then they shall return to Canaan. And then God adds, “For the
iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete” (Gen. 15:16). That is a staggering statement! God lets
His chosen people suffer in slavery in Egypt for 400 years while He shows mercy to the wicked
Amorites (the people of Canaan). Also, God knew in advance when these godless people would
fill up the measure of their sins. At that precise moment, God raised up Moses, delivered Israel,
and told them to go into the land and slaughter the Canaanites. Their time of judgment had come!
We do not know when God’s time of judgment for America or other countries will come. Nor do
we know how far we as individuals can go in sin before God’s judgment will fall on us. But the
clear warning of Scripture is, don’t press the limit! Do not presume on God’s grace! Judge your
own sin so that God doesn’t have to judge it for you!

End Notes:
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, Revelation Chapters 17 and 18, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, July-Aug 2020
Steven J. Cole, Lesson 6: What God Thinks About Sin (Zechariah 5:1-11), 2013, Bible.org, reprinted with permission.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What did Zechariah see going forth? (Zech. 5:5-6)

3. What was inside of it? (Zech. 5:7)

4. What did the woman represent? (Zech. 5:8)

5. What was cast down on the opening of the ephah? (Zech. 5:8)

6. What did the two women do with the basket? (Zech. 5:9-11)
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Explain
1. How big must have this measuring basket have been? (Zech. 5:6)

2. Whose wickedness did the woman represent? The people? The government? The priests?
Satan? All the above? How does the answer to this question matter?

3. Why take the basket of wickedness to the land of Shinar (Babylon)? See Rev. 17-18.

4. Where does evil raise its ugly head today? In what disguises? Places?
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Apply
1. How can we be hard on sin without becoming harsh, unkind, and judgmental? Where is the
balance between mercy and judgment?

2. Is all discipline or judgment related directly to some sin in our lives? (See Hebrews 12:1-13.)

3. How can we determine which parts of the Bible are cultural and thus flexible, and which
parts are absolute and unbending?

4. How do we find the biblical balance between living in the world, yet not becoming of the
world (John 17:14-19)?

73

Respond in Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more resources, visit our church
website at www.firstsouthern.tv/library and view the Bible study videos on Revelation chapters
17 and 18.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read John 17:14-19 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
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•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in John 17:14-19.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your real need for His care and protection.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God that He Himself is your shelter and refuge.

•

Supplication: Ask God to guard over the saints, protecting them against the evil one.

Questions I Have
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Zechariah 6:1-8
A Vision of Four Chariots
June 13, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living
creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” – Revelation 6:1

The Vision
This eighth vision ties back into the first vision, where the angels went forth on different colored
horses to patrol the earth. They reported to the Lord about the ease of the nations. In this final
vision, the same imagery is used to indicate the fulfillment of the purposes outlined at the outset.
This time the angels go out to bring God’s judgment on the nations (see Rev. 6:1-8).
The fact that judgment is in view is confirmed by the place of origination of the chariots, between
two bronze mountains (6:1). Probably the reference is to Mount Zion and the Mount of Olives
(many commentators). The Kidron Valley that runs between these two mountains is also called
the Valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:2; see also Zech. 14:4), which means, “The Lord judges.”
Also, bronze in the Bible is often a symbol of judgment. Moses lifted up the bronze serpent in the
wilderness as a symbol of something that would bear the people’s judgment if they looked at it
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in faith. Jesus applied that symbol to His own death, where He bore God’s judgment (see John
3:14). The tabernacle had a bronze basin for cleansing and a bronze altar for sacrifices. So
Zechariah’s vision means that these war-horses and chariots, manned by “the four spirits of
heaven” (6:5, angels) were going out to execute God’s judgment on the nations.
The black horses, symbolizing death, go to the north, followed by the white horses, symbolizing
victory. (The NIV has the white horses going west, based on a textual emendation that lacks
support.) The north is a reference to Babylon, since they invaded from the north. In 6:8, God says
those going to the north have caused His spirit to rest there, an expression that means that His
wrath has been appeased by their victory. The dappled horses are sent south (toward Egypt). The
sea lies to the west and the impenetrable desert to the east, so they do not need to be
mentioned. No one knows for sure why the red horses are not said to be dispatched anywhere.
But since the most powerful enemy was defeated in the north, the implication is that the other
enemies have been subdued as well (Baldwin, pp. 132, 140).

Introduction
The Assyrians that toppled the Northern Kingdom and the Babylonians that destroyed the
Southern Kingdom inflicted terrible suffering on Israel. They were agents of God’s anger on His
people because of Israel’s repeated disobedience. But, as God makes clear through Habakkuk
(and other prophets), He would judge the nations that He used to judge Israel because those
nations went too far in their violence.

77

As our text states (6:5), God is “the Lord of all the earth.” He is the righteous Judge who will bring
every nation and every person to account. If a wicked person has wronged you, do not seek your
own vengeance. That right belongs to God alone, and He will repay (Rom. 12:19; Deut. 32:35).
Evil people may prosper for a few years on earth, but then comes death and judgment (Heb.
9:27). No one will get away with anything!
That fact can bring you comfort only if your sins are atoned for! If you have to answer for your
own sins, then to stand before God for judgment should scare you, as I will comment on next.
But if you have fled to the cross and your trust is in the shed blood of Jesus Christ, then you can
have great comfort in the fact that God will righteously judge all who have done wrong.
The number four (chariots, spirits of heaven) probably represents the four compass points, which
indicates the universality of God’s judgment. He is also referred to as “the Lord of all the earth”
(6:5), showing that no one is exempt. Proud Babylon thought that no one could penetrate her
moats and high walls. But when it was God’s time for her to fall, Darius the Mede diverted the
Euphrates River, draining the moat, and his troops brought down the city in one night. In the
same way, proud Babylon of the end times will fall in one day and in one hour (Rev. 18:8, 10).
I read recently of a guy who robbed a bank. He stuffed the sack of money down his trousers and
was making his getaway when the explosive dye canister went off, causing not only a bright red
stain, but also some painful damage, to a very sensitive part of his body!
Some criminals may escape judgment on earth, but no sinner will be able to escape the all-seeing
eye of God. Although His judgment is delayed, and it may look like sinners get away with their
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shenanigans, it is the height of folly to think that they will dodge judgment. Jesus warned that in
the day of judgment, people will have to give an account for every careless word (Matt. 12:36),
and that even a lustful thought is enough to condemn a man to hell (Matt. 5:27-30)! The many
warnings of Scripture should cause us to turn from our sins and flee to Jesus Christ before He
returns to judge the earth!

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.

End Notes:
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, 2 Corinthians Chapter 5, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 3 June 2020
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, Revelation Chapters 6 and 7, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 16 Feb 2020
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, Revelation Chapter 18, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 16 Aug 2020
Steven J. Cole, Lesson 7: The Coming King-Priest (Zechariah 6:1-15), 2013, Bible.org, reprinted with permission.
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Highlight
1. What are the four chariots of Zechariah 6:1 said to represent? (Zech. 6:5)

2. From where were the chariots coming forth? (Zech. 6:1)

3. Where had these four been standing? (Zech. 6:5)

4. Which direction did the black and white horses go forth? (Zech. 6:6)

5. Which direction did the dappled horses go forth? (Zech. 6:6)

6. What were the strong horses eager to do? (Zech. 6:7)

7. What did those who went forth to the land of the north accomplish? (Zech. 6:8)
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Explain
1. The bottom line of all prophecy should be to exalt Jesus Christ and bring everyone into
submission to Him. Discuss the implications of that statement for this study of prophecy.

2. Should believers fear God’s judgment in any sense? (Consider 1 Cor. 3:10-15 & 2 Cor. 5:911.)

3. To what degree should we use the fear of coming judgment (versus God’s love) in our
witnessing?
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Apply
1. What vehicle of judgment does God use in your life?

2. When have you known God’s “rest”?

3. What can you learn from Zechariah’s last night vision in chapter 6?

4. When have you seen the work of Satan, the adversary and accuser, at work in your life or
the life of someone you know?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer

We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Revelation 7 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in Revelation 7.

•

Confession: Ask God to forgive you of any unconfessed sin.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for withholding His judgment while you came to know Christ.

•

Supplication: Pray for the lost who stand to receive judgment for their sin.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 6:9-15
The Crown and the Temple
June 20, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
“And this shall come to pass, if you will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.” –
Zechariah 6:15

Key Principles
We leave the realm of the visions, and hear God speaking directly, commanding Zechariah to do
something that is symbolic of what God wants to do. Some men have apparently arrived from
Babylon, bringing with them silver and gold which Zechariah is to take immediately (“the same
day”) and make it into a crown and put it on the head of the high priest Joshua. Yes, this is the
same Joshua we met in chapter 3 where the vision is of God removing the sins of the nation.
The prophesied return of the Messiah for His royal coronation is here foreshadowed by the
crowning of the high priest, Joshua. Joshua represented the Branch, the coming Messiah, who
will rebuild the future temple and will be both Priest and King. The visions and their climax follow
the prophetic order of cleansing and refining of God’s people, and then the return of the King
and His kingdom blessings (Ps. 2:5-6, Isa. 3:24-26, 4:2-6, 10:33-34, 11:1-10, Rev. 19:19-21, 20:6).
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Introduction
What does all this mean? The Messiah will build the temple of the LORD. Jesus, who we
recognize as the Messiah, said, “Destroy this temple (i.e., the physical temple in Jerusalem which
the people of Zechariah’s day were building), and in three days I will raise it up.” (John 2:19), and
John goes on to explain that Jesus was speaking of His body. Zechariah tells us that this “Branch”
will be both King and Priest. They didn’t know who this would be, but you and I do, don’t we? Hundreds
of years later, another man whose Hebrew name was Joshua, but we know by His Greek name Jesus,
would be born God’s King and Priest. Joshua was a foreshadow of Jesus Christ, who is both God’s King and
God’s Priest. In Jesus, both roles come together and indeed there is “harmony between the

two”. Joshua the Priest will help rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem, but Jesus the King/Priest will build
God’s Temple in the human heart.

It begins with an incredible promise, which would have been amazingly encouraging to the Jews
struggling to build their temple and their nation. Help is coming. Reinforcements are on their
way. “Those who are far away will come and help.” What a wonderful reassurance! We aren’t
alone, abandoned, left to fend for ourselves. Help is on the way! I think the Jews would have
naturally assumed this was their fellow Jews who hadn’t yet returned to Jerusalem, but I think
there is another layer. “Those who are far away” does not just refer to Jews, but to people from
all nations as well. Back in chapter 2:11 God had promised, “Many nations will be joined with the
LORD in that day and shall be my people”, and now we see this theme again. The Kingdom of God
will be broad, people will respond from “many nations”, and we will be united in our love for God
and His love for us. There is no higher authority, no king more powerful or glorious, nobody who is
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worth our love, loyalty, and worship. There is no other priest who can take the hand of sinful people and
the hands of a holy God and bring us together. God demonstrates His sovereignty by crowning Jesus as
the one true King and one holy, faithful Priest.

Study Guide
Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions for yourself.
Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you gather with
your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.

End Notes
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, Revelation Chapter 19 and 20, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 30 Aug 2020
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Highlight
1. Here Zechariah receives a direct command rather than an interactive vision. What exactly was
the prophet to do?

2. What was Zechariah to do with the offering he took from the exiles? (Zech. 6:11)

3. What was the “Branch” going to accomplish? (Zech. 6:12-13)

4. What will He be on His throne? (Zech. 6:13)

5. Who will come and build the temple of the Lord? (Zech. 6:15)
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Explain
1. What is meant by crowning Joshua?

2. What is meant by the prophecy of the royal Branch (see Jer. 23:5; 33:15-16; John 19:5; Ps.
110; Heb. 7:1-3, 15-17)?

3. Which temple will those who are “far away” build (see Haggai 2:6-9; Eph. 2:13)?

4. How does our obedience to the voice of the Lord (Zech. 6:15) help to accomplish this
prophecy?
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Apply
1. What is it like to be a child of Christ the King?

2. What kind of Christian life are you building for your King? A shack? A condo? A cathedral? A
temple?

3. If you are God’s temple (see 1 Cor. 3:16), what building materials are you using? What
craftmanship?

4. Give thanks to God today for the victory you have in Jesus.

90

Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free
to return to Zechariah 6:15 and pray through that glorious verse, praising God for this promise.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Hebrews 4:14-16 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S.
method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your real need for His presence in your life.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for the victory you will see on that day.

•

Supplication: Ask God to guard over you, lead you, and guide you until that day.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 7
A Call for Justice and Mercy
June 27, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
“Thus says the Lord of hosts, Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one
another, do not oppress the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the poor, and let none of
you devise evil against another in your heart.” – Zechariah 7:9-10

A Little Background and Context
Two years have passed since Zechariah’s eight visions (Zechariah 1:7-6:8). Work on the rebuilding
of the temple is progressing nicely. In two more years, it would be completed. At this time, a
delegation from the town of Bethel arrives to seek the favor of the Lord and to ask a practical
question of the priests and prophets in Jerusalem. Zechariah’s reply is recorded in chapters 7 and
8.
The question involved the keeping of certain Jewish fasts. In Zechariah 7:3, they mention the fast
of the fifth month. In 7:5 Zechariah also mentions the fast of the seventh month. In Zechariah
8:19, there is mention of two additional fasts, one in the fourth month and another in the tenth
month. All were related to the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. In the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar
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besieged Jerusalem; in the fourth month, he penetrated the city; in the fifth month, the temple
was burned; and, in the seventh month, Gedaliah, the Jewish governor, was assassinated and the
remnant fled (see 2 Kings 25). For the past 68 years, the Jews had observed these dates as fasts.
But now, with the temple going up and Jerusalem being rebuilt, this delegation wondered
whether they should continue to observe these fasts. In his answer Zechariah addresses both
this delegation and the whole nation (7:5). He points out that the Lord had scattered their
ancestors to Babylon because of the hardening of their hearts (Zechariah 7:12).

Introduction
The people of Bethel thought they were being extra-faithful in keeping all these feasts and fasts,
and it seems like they wanted a break. But God’s response? You haven’t been faithful at all. God
asks, “Were the fasts for Me?” No, they were not. “Were the feasts for Me?” Again, no. They
were missing the whole point and the whole purpose of these observances. And then God tells
them that this is not a news flash. He warned them about this very issue with the earlier prophets.
In fact, part of the reason that Israel went into captivity in Babylon runs along these lines.
With all this mind, what does God really want from His people? He tells them plainly once again,
just as He had done so repeatedly for hundreds of years. Yes, the rebuilding of the temple was
nice, but God wanted more than that – He wanted their hearts and their lives. He wanted them
to love what He loved. He didn’t just want their individual faithfulness, but to see a society where
God’s values reigned. But notice – and this so reveals the heart of God – don’t concern yourself
only with justice, but (Zechariah 7:9) … show mercy and kindness to one another. Have you ever
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noticed that people who are big on justice are often lacking in mercy and kindness? And it is
something that we have to guard against in our own hearts. Justice does not require cruelty – it
can be administered with mercy and kindness. And no one knows how to mix justice with mercy
like the Lord Himself. Look at the cross – the price of justice was paid; but in the mind-boggling
mercy and compassion of God, He paid it Himself.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how the passage
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.
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Highlight
1. What complaint does the prophet Zechariah make about their fasting?

2. Zechariah doesn’t deliver a direct answer from God in chapter 7 but does in the next chapter.
Can you guess from this chapter what God’s answer will be? Once you have your guess, read
Zech. 8:18-19. Were you right?

3. What four things had the Lord previously asked of the people through the former prophets?
(Zech. 7:9)

4. What had been their reaction? (Zech. 7:11)
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Explain
1. Fasting in the Old Testament is related to mourning, to humbling and purifying one’s self, and
is used when seeking discernment from God. The delegation is asking whether their annual fasts
should cease now that the temple is being rebuilt and the exiles have returned. What does this
indicate about their intentions in fasting?

2. Jesus warns his disciples against fasting for the wrong reasons and losing their “reward” (Matt.
6:16-18). C. S. Lewis once wrote, “The proper rewards are not simply tacked on to the activity for
which they are given, but are the activity itself in consummation.” What are the proper “rewards”
for fasting which would be prevented by bad motives?

3. What is your experience with fasting? Do you think of fasting as part of a healthy Christian
spiritual life, or is it something you do to get healthy spiritually? Is it food or medicine?
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Apply
1. Our religious practices are very different from those in ancient Israel: they fasted, made
sacrifices, celebrated feasts, etc. We attend church, serve on committees and attend prayer
groups and bible studies, tithe, volunteer to serve others, sing in the choir, etc. What would be
the signs that your religious observances have begun to trump kindness and mercy?

2. How does your personal worship compare to that of Zechariah’s day? Is your heart in it?

3. How can you obey Zechariah 7:9-10? What do your heart-felt actions of justice and mercy say
to God? To the world?

4. Do you ever feel like the Bethel group in your response to God’s word? How so? As a result,
is your life “scattered” or “desolate”? How so?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free
to return to Zechariah 7:9-10 and pray through that command, asking God for help.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read John 4:23-24 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage

•

Confession: Talk with God about any struggle you might have in worshiping Him.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His gift of salvation which is assured for eternity.

•

Supplication: Ask God to convict you toward godly living.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 8
The Lord Promises to Bless Jerusalem
July 4, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
“

and I will bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. And they shall be my people, and I will

be their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.” -- Zechariah 8:8

Key Principles
God answers the question that the people of Bethel asked in chapter 7 – “should we continue to
fast?” It was a two-fold answer, though, a present and a future one. For the present, God pointed
out in chapter 7, as we discussed last week, the sham in the fastings, the need for reality and
sincerity, the vivid warning from the past sins of the forefathers, and the imperative demand for
righteousness in all the relationships of life. With reference to the future, Zechariah was directed
to point to a day of glorious promise for Israel when the Lord would dwell in her midst, when
prosperity and peace would characterize her land, when her dispersed ones would be gathered
back to their homeland, and … when her fasts would be turned into feasts, the glory of the Lord
being so manifest in Israel that all the nations would be drawn to Him through His people.
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Introduction
Today we move into chapter 8, and the confrontational tone changes completely. One scholar
explains, “Abruptly, the tone of rebuke in chap 7 modulates into a description of Zion’s glorious
future… in chapter 7 Israel was to repent and live righteously after the punishment of captivity;
here she is to repent and live righteously because of the promise of her future restoration.”
(Klein, New American Commentary, p. 232. Klein quotes Baker in the second half of this
quotation). We move into chapter 8, and we see God’s dream – His grand, captivating, amazing
vision. And it is powerful. Our God is not some stately old intellectual sitting calmly on some
royal throne. Here we see our God with incredibly strong emotion, exuberantly and loudly
jumping off the page with energy and life and enthusiasm, because of His love for His people.
Do you remember the context? This city was completely destroyed almost 70 years previous.
The glorious home of their ancestors, the stories of old, where they had lived and worked in
peace and blessing, reduced to a pile of rubble. A small group of people had returned, maybe
only a fifth of the population, and into this reality comes the voice of God, painting an incredible
picture of the future. Making a promise, casting a vision, dreaming a dream. This whole theme
of dreams and visions comes to a head in v. 6: “is it really possible?”
If God had a fridge, our pictures would be on it. He loves us more than we know. God gave His
people a vision of a future Jerusalem that was so marvelous, they could hardly believe it. A future
that is secured by the work of Jesus Christ. God has great plans for all of His children! Do you
believe it?
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Highlight
1. What is the Lord’s attitude toward His people at the time of Zechariah? (Zech. 8:2)

2. What does He promise He will do? (Zech. 8:3)

3. What is the point of the statements made in these verses regarding Jerusalem? (Zech. 8:4-5)

4. Zechariah foresees countless benefits concerning Jerusalem getting back together with her
Lord. Can you find 10 of them?
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Explain
1. What moral force is lent to each blessing by the constant refrain, “the Lord (Almighty) says”?

2. What will it take to restore the people and give these blessings (Zech. 8:14-17).

3. What is God’s answer to the Bethel group’s question concerning fasts (Zech. 8:18-19; see 7:23)? What does this indicate about the health of the relationship between God and the people?

4. What role will a restored Israel play in the worship of God and His witness among His nations
(Zech. 8:20-23)? How will other nations express a desire to know God?
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Apply
1. Take a few minutes to read aloud the Scripture from Zechariah 7:1-14, 8:18-19, Matthew
9:12-13. What verses or ideas stand out to you from these passages? What questions do you
have? What “next step” are you considering as a result of your interaction with God’s Word?

2. Right now does your relationship with God feel like “fast” or “feast” (Zech. 8:19)? Explain.

3. One sign of a restored Israel is that people the world over will say, “Let us go with you because
we have heard that God is with you” (Zech. 8:23). What does this say about the need for First
Southern Baptist Church to grow in worship and witness?

4. Other than First Southern, who else has a worship service or outreach program that attracts
you?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group. For those looking for more passages to pray, feel free
to return to Zechariah 8:18-19 and pray through that verse, praising God for His promise.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Revelation 21:9-27 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S.
method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Talk with God any struggles in trusting in His promises.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for revealing Himself to you in His Word.

•

Supplication: Ask God for wisdom and understanding for each time you read the Bible.
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Zechariah 9:1-8
Judgment on Israel’s Enemies
July 11, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Listen to me in silence, O coastlands; let the peoples renew their strength; let them approach,
then let them speak; let us together draw near for judgment. – Isaiah 41:1

Key Principles
Zechariah 9-14 constitutes the third major portion of the book. Chapters 1-6 took place in the
second year of Darius and contain Zechariah’s eight night visions. Chapters 7-8 took place two
years later and give the prophet’s answer to a delegation from Bethel concerning some Jewish
fasts.
But chapters 9-14 occur perhaps 40-50 years later. The temple has long been completed.
Zechariah is now an old man. Israel is still weak and vulnerable, under foreign domination.
Nehemiah had not yet returned to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Powerful and aggressive
neighbors still surrounded the weak remnant. The people worried, “What if these neighbors
attack us? What if they tear down the temple we worked so hard to rebuild? What if they invade
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us and carry us off as captives again?” They feared what the future might hold for their families
and their nation.
To these people Zechariah delivers the message of chapters 9-14, which prophesy of Israel’s
future. It consists of two “burdens.” The first burden (chap. 9-11) focuses on Israel’s coming king,
the Messiah, emphasizing His first coming and rejection. The second burden (chap. 12-14)
focuses on Israel’s coming comfort, when the nation will go through severe trials and purging,
but finally be delivered by the second coming of Her Messiah and King, the Lord Jesus Christ. Dr.
Feinberg calls these last six chapters of Zechariah “an incomparable treasury of prophetic truth”
(God Remembers [American Board of Mission to the Jews], p. 151).

Introduction
Zechariah 9 illustrates a principle that runs all through Scripture and is essential for us to
understand and apply: God brings down the proud, but He helps those who are helpless, who
depend on His deliverance.
In this passage, we see Alexander the Great destroy everyone except Israel. Now, I am not saying
that the name Alexander the Great appears in Scripture, because it doesn’t. But what we do have
here is some very specific details of a prophecy that were fulfilled about 150 years after Zechariah
wrote it by the conquest of Alexander the Great.
In 334 B.C., Alexander the Great, in his early 20s at that point, set out with about 35,000 men
from Turkey toward Palestine. He conquered Hadrach and Hamath, both near Damascus, before
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moving south and destroying Tyre and Sidon. Tyre was an incredibly strong, wealthy city. It had
withstood a five-year siege by the Assyrians and a thirteen-year siege by Nebuchadnezzar. It
moved to an island 700 yards off the coast from the original city (v. 3a). It had a 150-foot wall
around it. It had a powerful navy. Alexander took the city in only seven months. His army took
the rubble from the original, abandoned city and built a causeway to the island city (see Ezekiel
26:12, 14; and Ezekiel 28:1 on Tyre’s arrogance about their strength). Continuing to move south,
Alexander comes to the Philistines. This is the area of Gaza. Their resistance so angered
Alexander that he drove holes into their king’s feet and dragged him through the streets until he
was dead. Verse 5 speaks of them losing their king.
According to the Jewish historian Josephus (The Antiquities of the Jews [Baker reprint], 11:8:3-5),
when the high priest heard that Alexander was coming, he entreated the Jews to offer sacrifices
and pray. God told the priest in a dream to open the city gates, dress his fellow priests in white
robes and put on his own priestly garments, and to march out to meet Alexander. The mighty
general, who bowed to no one, saw this entourage, fell on his knees before the high priest, went
into the city, and offered sacrifices to the Lord. The priest showed Alexander the scroll of Daniel,
which predicts that he would be a world conqueror.
Alexander’s men were astonished at his actions and asked him why he bowed before the high
priest. He replied that he didn’t bow before the priest, but before the God who made him high
priest, because while he was still in Macedonia, he had a dream. He had seen this high priest in
his robes, and he told him that he would conquer the Persians. We do not know whether
Josephus’ story is truth or legend, but we do know that Alexander spared Jerusalem, just
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as Zechariah 9:8 prophesies. While proud, mighty Tyre’s impressive fortifications failed, Israel’s
invisible stronghold, the Lord God, delivered them from the fierce conqueror.
All of this speaks to the amazing prophetic power of the Holy Spirit and God’s determination to
judge the sins of Israel’s enemies while protecting His people. He does this even by using a pagan,
godless, unrighteous man such as Alexander the Great. Nothing can stop God’s divine plans!

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.
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Highlight
1. What fate does Zechariah envision for Syria, Phoenicia, and Philistia? What have they done
to deserve this fate?

2. Are Syria, Phoenicia, and Philistia the real targets of this prophecy? What about Jerusalem?

3. Who is being destroyed and who is being preserved? Why?
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Explain
1. What are these verses actually about?

2. What did you learn about Alexander’s invasions relative to the places named in Zechariah 9:1–
7? How did he treat Jerusalem?

3. Do you think Zechariah 9:1–8 is about Alexander’s conquests? How does the time reference
in verse 8 fit with Alexander’s time?
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Apply
1. How can we determine the balance between doing all that we can and yet depending on God’s
strength (see 1 Cor. 15:10)?

2. Should we feel sorrow or joy when the wicked get what they deserve?

3. Sometimes God delivers while we do nothing (Exod. 13-14). At other times, we must act while
trusting God (1 Sam. 23:2). How can we know the difference?

4. Why do the deaths of God’s saints at the hands of the wicked not undermine God’s promised
deliverance?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Isaiah 43:1-7 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Talk with God about any struggles you may have in trusting in His promises.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His provision, protection, and love.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you better see how He is guarding over you.
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Zechariah 9:9-17
The Coming King of Zion
July 18, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a donkey. – Zechariah 9:9

Key Principles
Zechariah 9:9-17 provides prophecy on multiple levels. While he pictures on one level the victory
that God would grant the Jews during the Maccabean revolt, on another level it looks ahead to
the final victory when the Messiah will return in power and glory to crush the Antichrist and his
followers. Again, God demonstrates that He helps those who are helpless, who depend on His
deliverance.
The entire church age fits between verses 9 and 10.
In verse 9, we see a prophecy of Jesus coming to Jerusalem to be crucified. As you know, on what
we call Palm Sunday, just before His crucifixion, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey in precise
fulfillment of this prophecy (Matt. 21:1-11; John 12:12-15). The Jews in Jesus’ day were expecting
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a powerful political Messiah who would deliver Israel from Rome. They did not expect a suffering
Messiah who would die for the sins of His people. Even though Jesus repeatedly told His disciples
that He would be killed and rise again, they did not comprehend what He was saying until after
His resurrection (Luke 18:34; 9:45; John 12:16).
In verse 10, we see a prophecy of when Jesus comes a second time. At that time, He will cut of
all opposition against Israel, and He will rule in peace over the entire earth.

Introduction
Verses 16 and 17 are a picture of the glorious future in store for all of God’s people. Beginning
with verse 16, the picture changes from war and bloodshed to that of a shepherd and His flock,
which becomes a prominent picture in the last chapters of this book. The ultimate benefit to
Israel will be spiritual deliverance after physical victory. His people will be the flock of the Lord
and glittering stones of His crown in the land. All the Lord's activities for His people are summed
up in He will save them. Not merely deliver but begin the salvation He promised long ago. For the
term flock illustrates the saved people status as sheep under the Good Shepherd (Ps. 100, Isa.
40:10-11; Ezek. 34). The Messiah will not only deliver but He will lead, tend, feed, and reign over
His people.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. For what reason does God say He has set the “prisoners free from the waterless pit”? (Zech.
9:11)

3. To where are the prisoners to return? (Zech. 9:12)

4. What will God do with Judah and Ephraim? Against whom will He use them? (Zech. 9:13)

5. What will the Lord do in that day? (Zech. 9:16)
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Explain
1. How would you describe “the King” from what you learn about in this chapter?

2. What are the effects of this king’s reign?

3. How does this king compare with other world leaders, either past or present?

4. Describe the scene at His coming. How will the people respond? Why the donkey (v. 9; see
Matt. 21:5 for Jesus’ use of it instead of the war horse (v. 10)?
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Apply
1. Describe the King’s advent in your life.

2. God’s intention for exiles and prisoners is peace. How have you experienced that wholeness,
health, and harmony in your life?

3. What projects or actions have you taken to promote peace in the church, your community, or
the world?

4. God has a plan for His people not just in the historic instance of Zechariah chapter 9, but a
complete work of reconciliation which will begin with the Messiah’s First Coming, and ultimately
bring complete restoration in the Second Coming. If you have repented of your sins and trust
Christ as your Savior, then take a moment to thank Him for your reconciliation. If not, do so
today.
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Matthew 21:1-11 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S.
method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your anticipation of meeting Him face-to-face.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His promise of making all things new.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to live with greater anticipation of His Second
Coming.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 10
The Restoration for Judah and Israel
July 25, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
“I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph. I will bring them
back because I have compassion on them, and they shall be as though I had not rejected
them, for I am the Lord their God and I will answer them.” – Zechariah 10:6

Key Principles
God has promised abundant blessings for His people (10:2-12). The text falls into two sections:
verses 1-5 outline God’s promised deliverance from enemies; verses 6-12 describe God’s
promises of restoration and strength for His people, whom He will regather into their homeland.
Referring to verses 1-5, two enemies are mentioned here: the false gods in which the people had
trusted through false prophets; and the corrupt leaders that had dominated the nation for their
own gain.

Introduction
In verse 1, God promises to send His blessings for those who ask. In verse 6, He promises to
strengthen, save, and reunite His covenant people. "I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I
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will save the house of Joseph. I will bring them back because I have compassion on them. And
they will be as though I had not rejected them, for I am the Lord their God, and I will answer
them."
God here promises that divine empowering will be the means by which the fortunes of His people
will be restored. The "house of Judah" is the southern kingdom and the "house of Joseph" refers
to the northern kingdom. So the thought is that the entire people of God (Jer. 31:10) will share
in the strength God will impart for their walk and work as well as their warfare (Ezek. 37:15-28).
And whosoever of God's old covenant people will call upon the Lord for salvation will surely be
saved (Rom. 10-11).
Once more the future has been revealed to encourage steadfastness in the present. Verses like
these refer to a literal future blessing upon a regathered and believing Israel. Nevertheless, it is
true that we who have been brought to faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord can see ourselves
in the points of this prophecy. He has saved us by His death. He has provided for us and
encourages us to come to Him in prayer, asking for anything we lack. He is purifying us. Has our
Lord not strengthened us as we are conformed to the image of His Son? He has also gathered to
Himself both Jew and Gentile from the farthest reaches of this world. He is not merely the
Shepherd-King of Israel. He is our Shepherd-King too. Praise be to God for such a Shepherd as
ours!
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What four metaphors are used to describe that which will come from the Lord’s flock, the
house of Judah? (Zech. 10:4)

3. What will the Lord do for the house of Judah? (Zech. 10:6) What will He do for the house of
Joseph? (Zech. 10:6)

4. What will be the end result of the Lord’s compassion toward them? (Zech. 10:6)

5. What will be the state of God’s redeemed people after they have been gathered together?
(Zech. 10:8)
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Explain
1. How is the theme of restoration, of promise and fulfillment, developed further in vv. 8-12?

2. What are the false gods or idols in your world?

3. Why do you think the Lord tells us to ask for rain in the season of the spring rain?

4. Zechariah’s prophecy, more than 500 years before Christ’s first coming, called Christ the
“cornerstone” (see also Isaiah 28:16), the “tent peg” (Isaiah 22:23), and the “battle bow,” here
implying that He will crush God’s enemies (see also Genesis 49:10; Micah 5:2). Explain how He
has fulfilled at least one of these roles in your life or experience.
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Apply
1. How can we know whether a biblical promise applies to us or whether it only applied to those
to whom it was written?

2. The Bible holds many, many promises of God. Many of these promises are for Israel, many
are for us in the New Testament era, some are for both, and many won’t be fully realized until
the end of time as we know it. How would you answer a person who insists that physical healing
is always God’s will, based on such verses as Ps. 103:3?

3. Since we must engage in spiritual action, how can we know whether we are acting in God’s
strength or in our own strength?

4. Zechariah 10:1 speaks on prayer. How long should we persist in prayer if God doesn’t seem
to be answering?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Psalm 103 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Ask God to forgive you of the times you fail to praise Him for His care and
concern for you.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His promise of making all things new.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to live with greater awareness of the benefits of
living within His love.
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Zechariah 11
The Flock Doomed to Slaughter
August 1, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
“Woe to my worthless shepherd, who deserts the flock! May the sword strike his arm and his
right eye! Let his arm be wholly withered, his right eye utterly blinded!” – Zechariah 11:17

Key Principles
By God’s grace and because of His compassion, Israel will be restored and reunited in the end
time, back to this God-given land, with their sins forgiven and forgotten – “as though I had not
rejected them,” the Lord says (10:6). But this beautiful outcome will be delayed because Israel
will not recognize their “good and faithful Shepherd” when He comes.
And that’s what we are going to look at today in Zechariah 11. Chapter 11 begins with a
lamentation. All the rich forests are destroyed, leaving shepherds wailing for the loss of pastures
and lions roaring for the loss of their habitat. Historically, most believe this was caused by the
Romans who came against this land. But we know the true reason, according to this text: Israel
rejected their Shepherd and turned to other shepherds, as outlined in Zechariah 11:4-17.
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We see three broad themes:
• Zechariah 11:4-6 – The Lord says His flock will be attacked and the true Shepherd will not
intervene. They have their own shepherds.
• Zechariah 11:7-14 – Zechariah acts out the prophecy of judgment. The two staffs in his hands
which he called “favor” and “union” are broken.
• Zechariah 11:15-17 – A foolish and worthless shepherd will come pretending to be The
Shepherd and will deceive them.

Introduction
We see the unchanging imagery of the shepherd and his flock throughout Zechariah 10-11. The
oracle portrays, not so much a prophetic account of what will happen to Israel in the future, but
their relationship with this ONE Shepherd, the Messiah. We see Israel rejecting Christ and facing
its consequences. Without the Shepherd, they lost the favors of God and the unity as God’s
people under one Lord. It’s a picture of Israel’s spiritual condition before God. They rejected
their one and only true Shepherd who cares for them and blesses them (pictured in Zechariah
10).

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. Who are the afflicted (or poor) of the flock? (Zech. 10:2; 11:5)

3. What New Testament event are verses twelve through thirteen referring to? (Zech. 11:1213; Mt. 27:9-10)

4. How is the shepherd who will be raised up described? (Zech. 11:16)

133

Explain
1. Who are in this cast of characters: The “flock marked for slaughter” (v. 4), their “buyers” (v.
5), and “They” (v. 6)?

2. What is meant by their rejecting the Good Shepherd in vs. 7-8? What then happened?

3. What are the props used here: “Favor”? “Union”? “Thirty pieces of silver”?

4. What insight does this chapter give us into Zechariah as shepherd? The Messiah as the Good
Shepherd (cf. John 10:1-18)? The anti-Christ as the false shepherd?
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Apply
1. Have you ever rejected a “good shepherd”? And later regretted it? What did the experience
teach you?

2. Does a love for this world indicate that a person is not saved or not sanctified? See 1 John
2:15-17.

3. How would you answer a young person who says, “I want to enjoy life before I yield to Jesus
Christ; I’ll do that later”?

4. How can we grow to value Jesus properly? What are some common hindrances in this
process?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read 1 John 2:15-17 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Talk with God about temptations to love the things of this world.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His Word which warns you of misplaced devotions.

•

Supplication: Ask God to convict you to always love the Good Shepherd more than you
love the things of this world.
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Zechariah 12
The Lord Will Give Salvation
August 8, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
On that day the Lord will protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them
on that day shall be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, like the angel of the Lord,
going before them. – Zechariah 12:8

Key Principles
Notice that chapters 9-11 basically deal with events concerning Christ's first coming and chapters
12-14 deal with the period involving His return to defeat Israel's enemies and establish His earthly
kingdom. These chapters focus on Israel, and specifically on Jerusalem (22 times in these
chapters). The phrase “that day” occurs 17 times and “the nations” occurs 14 times, pointing to
the period of time when God brings His purpose for Israel and the nations to culmination. As we
saw last week, chapter 11 predicts Israel’s rejection of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and her
subjection during the Tribulation to the worthless shepherd. This will plunge the nation into a
time of severe testing, described by Jeremiah (30:5-7) as “the time of Jacob’s distress.” Daniel
(12:1) calls it “a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time.”
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This time of testing culminates in the Battle of Armageddon (Joel 3:9-16; Rev. 16:16-21; Zech.
12:1-9; 14:2-3), when God will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle. At the last
minute, just before Israel is annihilated, God will supernaturally rout the enemy and deliver His
people. Our text describes the physical deliverance of Israel in verses 1-9, and the spiritual
deliverance of Israel in verses 10-14.

Introduction
The tiny land of Israel is an amazing phenomenon, explainable only in biblical terms. It began
almost 4,000 years ago with the family of Jacob and his twelve sons. Most of the contemporary
nations at the time-Elam, Chaldea, the Hittite empire, and others-have long been extinct as
nations, but Israel is alive and well; and is in fact the very hub of international concern. It has, as
God prophesied, become a "cup of staggering to all the surrounding peoples." The city of
Jerusalem itself, just since the time of Christ, has been controlled at various times by the Romans,
Syrians, Arabs, Crusaders, Egyptians, Persians, and Turks; but never again by the Jews until our
own generation.
The problem of Israel and Jerusalem is apparently unmanageable to the other nations of the
world and so must be resolved by God. Zechariah 12 shows that it will indeed be solved "in that
day"-the day when Christ returns. In that great day, says Paul, "all Israel shall be saved" (Romans
11: 26).
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Notice that "all the nations" are gathered there. All the nations will be represented in the armies
that will be gathered against Jerusalem. Revelation 16:13-15 indicates that demonic spirits
working miracles will gather this army there (Ps. 118; Joel 3:9-12; Zech.14:2).
Even so, God will watch over His people and see that they are delivered. Verse 6 states that He
will make the Jews like fire and their enemies like dry stubble. "On that day I will make the clans
of Judah like a blazing pot in the midst of wood, like a flaming torch among sheaves. And they
shall devour to the right hand and to the left all the surrounding peoples, while Jerusalem shall
again be inhabited in its place, in Jerusalem."

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

End Notes
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, Revelation Chapters 16, 19 and 20, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, July-Nov 2020
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What two metaphors are used to describe what Jerusalem will be? (Zech. 12:2-3)

3. What two metaphors are used to describe Judah? (Zech. 12:7)

4. According to the text what will the Lord do “on that day” regarding the inhabitants of
Jerusalem? (Zech. 12:8)

5. What will the Lord set about to do “in that day”? (Zech. 12:9)
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Explain
1. What graphic images are used here to describe God’s people? What does this tell you about
the covenant relationship?

2. How will Jerusalem survive the attacks of “all the nations”? What is the secret of their
strength? How will they dispatch their enemies?

3. Who will be delivered first? Why? On that day, what hero will the feeblest soldiers be like?
Why do you think they are described that way?
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Apply
1. When you or those in your Connection Group feel like feeble foot soldiers, what is God’s
promise to you?

2. When do you feel most like a hero? Why? What is the secret of your strength?

3. What theological problem arises if you ascribe all trials to the devil? What problem arises if
you ascribe them to the Lord?

4. Should we pray that God would bring trials into the lives of loved ones to bring them to
repentance? Why/why not?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Psalm 118 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Confess your hesitations you might have to acknowledge His goodness in
your circumstances.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His promises.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to live with greater anticipation of His Second
Coming.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 12:10-14
Him Whom They Have Pierced
August 15, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace
and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall
mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over
a firstborn. – Zechariah 12:10

Key Principles
The nation and its people are still, at the conclusion of last week’s study of Zechariah 12:1-9, not
in the place of blessing because they are not placing their faith in and giving obedience to the
only Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. So in that day the Lord will pour out the "Spirit of Grace and
Pleas of Mercy" upon Jerusalem which will lead them to the crucified Messiah who they have
rejected. Their guilt over having denied the Savior who has just protected, strengthened and
delivered them will overwhelm them and will cause them to weep bitterly.
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Israel’s lament over the Messiah who died on the cross for their sins will be a far greater victory
than the one just won over the armies which will surround Jerusalem. It will be the victory of
repentance, the victory over a stubborn heart, the victory over self.

Introduction
Verse 10 is one of the most remarkable prophecies in the Bible. There is no way to explain it apart
from the incarnation, death, and resurrection of one who is both God and man. The speaker
throughout this passage has been God, who now says, “They will look on Me whom they have
pierced.” “Pierce” is consistently used of someone being run through by a sword or spear (Num.
25:8; Judges 9:54; 1 Sam. 31:4). No one can pierce God, unless God first takes on human flesh.
And the Jewish nation cannot someday look on this one whom they pierced unless He is then
living, having been raised from the dead. When the soldier thrust his sword through Jesus’ side
as He hung on the cross, he inadvertently fulfilled this prophecy in remarkable detail (John 19:3637). Very obviously this is the culmination of Joel’s prophecy (2:28-32) that Peter quoted in Acts
2:16-21 when the Spirit’s out-pouring began at Pentecost. Ezekiel 39:29 and Isaiah 44:3 also
prophecy of this day.
The bitter mourning of that day is likened to the death of righteous king Josiah at Hadadrimmon
in the Megiddo plain (2 Chron. 35:20-24), located northwest of Jerusalem. His death was the
greatest sorrow which had till then befallen Judah, inasmuch as he was seen by many as the last
hope of the declining Jewish Kingdom.
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It will also be a time of deep and authentic national repentance such as has not been encountered
before. "All families" (not necessarily all individuals) will experience this deep sorrow for sin, both
on a personal and corporate level for putting to death the only Son of God. Whoever will call
upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ will be saved.
As believers, we should look frequently to the Savior whom we pierced, and mourn. It must be
personal, so that even husbands and wives mourn separately. That is the point of the repetition
of “by itself” (Zechariah 12:12-14). The family of David refers to the rulers; the family of Levi
refers to the priests. “All the families that remain” refers to everyone else. I cannot look upon
Jesus dying for you, for your sin. I cannot weep over the tragic consequence of your sin for you. I
cannot mourn over how you have ignored what Jesus has done for you. I cannot turn from
following your own will and way for you. You must do so on your own for yourself.
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him,
and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the
Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation
1:7-8).

End Notes
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, Revelation Chapter 1, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 3 Nov 2019
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What are all the people mourning for?

3. How high in government does the mourning go?

4. Why is the priestly family mourning?

149

Explain
1. What (or Who!) will be poured out upon the house of David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem? (Zech. 12:10)

2. Who will they look upon? To whom is this referring? (Zech. 12:10; John 19:37)

3. Who is really responsible for the crucifixion of Jesus?

4. Read John 19:31-37. How does John explain the fulfillment of this prophecy? Why is
Zechariah’s description of how they will mourn significant?
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Apply
1. Why is it essential to understand properly who Jesus is? Can a person be saved and deny the
deity or humanity of Jesus?

2. How does mourning over sin fit in with “rejoice always”?

3. Charles Spurgeon wrote of this passage, "It is a beautiful remark of an old divine, that eyes are
made for two things at least; first, to look with, and next, to weep with. The eye which looks to
the pierced One is the eye which weeps for him." When were you so moved by the Holy Spirit,
that a tear came to your eye?

4. If you’ve been saved and see God working in your life to cleanse and sanctify you, then you
should thank Him and ask Him to help you continually yield to His sanctifying work. If, on the
other hand, you have never been saved, you should repent of your sins and ask Jesus to save you
and begin the process of sanctification in your life.
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Acts 2:16-21 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Discuss your unconfessed sins to God.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for the coming of His Holy Spirit into your life.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to live with greater anticipation of His Second
Coming.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 13:1-6
Idolatry Cut Off
August 22, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
And on that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will cut off the names of the idols from the land,
so that they shall be remembered no more. And I will remove from the land the prophets and
the spirit of uncleanness. – Zechariah 13:2

Key Principles
At that time, God declares that He will completely cut off idolatry, false prophets, and the unclean
spirit that is behind such false prophecy. The overall point of this section is that God will purge
all sin from those who profess His name, and that we should be quick to judge all sin in our own
lives. In Paul’s words, “Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God” (2 Cor.
7:1). We dare not continue in sin that grace might abound!

Introduction
Israel pierced the Messiah whom God sent to save them (Zechariah 12:10). They did not deserve
His mercy or forgiveness, but God graciously provided a fountain to cleanse them from sin and
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impurity. Again, the Lord repeats the phrase, “on that day” (Zechariah 13:2, 4), which refers to
the day just prior to Christ’s return, when He will make Jerusalem a cup of staggering to the
surrounding peoples and destroy the nations that come against her (Zechariah 12:2, 9). Also, on
that day the Jews will mourn over their sin of crucifying the Messiah (Zechariah 12:10-11).
Chapter 13 continues the theme of this beautiful repentance and forgiveness with the picture of
a cleansing fountain of forgiveness.
Once again, this is a passage that applies specifically to Israel, which Zechariah refers to here as
“the house of David”. This chapter continues the prophecy that began in chapter 12 and which
deals with the return of Jesus and the salvation of Israel when they look upon Jesus in faith. Once
delivered from the power of sin our Holy Father then begins to clean house on two principal areas
that have deceived the people – idols and false prophets.
Apparently, there will still be those who attempt to engage in false prophecy, and they will
certainly do that at their own peril. In fact, they will even try to deny that they are spreading
false prophecy. They won’t wear the hairy cloak that would identify them as a prophet. They will
deny that they are a prophet and instead claim to be a farmer. And when they are confronted
about their wounds, which would be consistent with the practices of the pagan prophets who
would cut themselves (1 Kings 18:28), they will claim that they somehow got those wounds at
their friend’s house. Some kind of friends! And if they are discovered by their parents, their own
mom and dad will stab them to death. Obviously, God wants the people to understand the
seriousness of false teaching and false prophecy.
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What is the good news in these verses?

3. What false prophets today fit the description here?

4. What idols do people in your world tend to worship? What about Christians?
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Explain
1. If all of our sins are forgiven at the cross, why do we need to come again and again for
cleansing?

2. How deeply must a person feel conviction for sin before trusting in Christ? Can there be
genuine faith before there is genuine conviction of sin?

3. How can we know which doctrines are worth fighting over and which doctrines should not
divide us?

4. Why would these prophets prefer to be farmers (vv. 4-6)?
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Apply
1. Have you come in faith to the fountain of Jesus Christ and His shed blood to cleanse your heart
from sin and impurity?

2. Are you regularly confessing and forsaking your sin in accordance with God’s Word?

3. Are you striving to grow in holiness?

4. Are you growing to love and submit yourself to all of God’s truth and growing to hate false
teaching?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Romans 11:12-24 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S.
method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Talk with God about any unconfessed sin in your life.

•

Thanksgiving: Praise God that His promise of salvation is extended to the Gentiles.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to live with greater anticipation of His Second
Coming.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 13:7-9
The Shepherd Struck, the Sheep Scattered
August 29, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one refines silver, and test them as gold
is tested. They will call upon my name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people’;
and they will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’” – Zechariah 13:9

Key Principles
Echoing the language of Isaiah 53 (and Ps. 22:15), which says that the Messiah would be smitten
and afflicted by God, Zechariah pictures God as calling for the implement of death (sword) against
His Shepherd. In the garden, with reference to Himself, Jesus cited the phrase, “Strike the
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered,” just before the disciples all left Him and
fled (Matt. 26:31).
Woven into Zechariah 13:7 are several crucial theological concepts. First, God’s Shepherd, Jesus
Christ, is both man and God. He had to take on our flesh in the incarnation or He could not die
for the sins of the fallen human race. But in so doing, He did not cease to be what He is from
eternity, the fulness of God (Col. 2:9).
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The scattering of the sheep after the Shepherd is struck down refers initially to the apostles’
reaction to Jesus’ arrest. Beyond that, it refers to the dispersion of the Jewish nation after Titus
destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 70. Then God says that He will turn His hand “against the little ones.”
In light of verses 8 and 9, it probably here refers to God’s protection of the remnant of Jewish
believers, both in history and especially during the Great Tribulation, when the majority of the
nation (“two thirds,” a general term for the majority) will perish, but God will bring the third part
through the fire to refine them. The final result is, “They will call on My name, and I will answer
them. I will say, ‘They are My people,’ and they will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’”

Introduction
There is no other interpretation than that these words apply to Jesus, for Christ Himself quoted
them as applying to Himself in Matthew 26:31 and Mark 14:27. Thus we have the highest
hermeneutical principle possible, the very interpretation of Jesus Christ Himself. The striking of
Christ opened the fountain of forgiveness of Zechariah 13:1. If He is the one to be sacrificed, He
must be slain for without the shedding of blood there can be no remission of sin (see Acts 20:28).
He was the Lamb of God "slain from the foundation of the world" so the sword destined to strike
Him had to be awakened from long slumber.
Again, it is important to note that the smiting of the Shepherd was in the real sense the act of
God in accordance with His eternal plans and purposes and not merely the culmination of satanic
malice and human treachery. Isaiah 53:10 states, “Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he
has put him to grief.” Let that sink in. It was the Father’s will to crush His Son for your sake. And
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it was the Son’s will to be crushed. This verse, along with Zechariah 13, should remind us of the
steadfast love we have in God.

Study Guide
The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text and see how Peter
addresses the issue of God’s work in us through Christ and our responsibilities to live out that
calling in this world. Set aside some time this week to meet with God and answer these questions
for yourself. Complete each question before your Connection Group meets on Sunday. When you
gather with your Connection Group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Before you begin your study be sure to take a
moment to invite the Holy Spirit to join you. Ask
Him to reveal biblical truth during this time.

End Notes
Keith Burkhart, Introduction to Ephesians, Video Sermon, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 26 July 2020
Bob Schobert, Ephesians Chapter 1, Video Bible Study, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 26 July 2020
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. Who is the shepherd of verse seven and to what does this prophesy refer? (Zech.
13:7; Matt. 26:31; Mark. 14:27)

3. What appears to be the purpose of the “third part” being brought through the fire? (Zech.
13:9)

4. What will be the end result of this refining? (Zech. 13:9)
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Explain
1. What will happen when the Shepherd is struck? Will all be lost? What will happen to the
remnant?

2. How will the “one-third” be refined and tested (vv. 8-9; see also Isaiah 48:10)?

3. Why aren’t material blessings necessarily a sign of God’s favor?

4. When people don’t look to the Shepherd, what other sources do they look to for guidance,
comfort and peace?
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Apply
1. Are you looking daily to Jesus, the Good Shepherd, who was willing to be put to death for your
sins?

2. Are you submitting to God as He refines you through trials, calling out to Him as your God,
and knowing His assurance that you are His child?

3. If you have repented of your sins and trust Christ as your Savior, then take a moment to thank
Him for your reconciliation. If not, do so today.
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Ephesians 1:3-14 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S.
method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your anticipation of meeting Him face-to-face.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His promise in Christ of an eternity in His presence.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to live with greater anticipation of that day.
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Questions I Have
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Zechariah 14
The Coming Day of the Lord
September 5, 2021

Key Verses/Memory Verse
And the Lord will be king over all the earth. On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.
– Zechariah 14:9

Key Principles
There is a day mentioned repeatedly in the Bible that we should be anticipating with eagerness.
It is called “the day of the Lord.” It is a major theme of this chapter (14:1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 20, &
21). The day of the Lord is not a 24-hour day, but that future period of time when the Lord will
bring judgment to the wicked and salvation to His faithful. The New Testament makes clear that
the hallmark of this day will be the second coming of Jesus Christ to earth. He will destroy the
nations that are on the verge of destroying Israel, and establish His millennial reign over all the
earth from Jerusalem. Zechariah 14 refers to this coming “day of the Lord.”
On that day, at the end of the age, we will have (1) a huge battle, (2) much suffering, (3) Christ’s
sudden return and (4) the routing of His enemies, and thereafter (5) the establishment of His
Millennial Kingdom. That’s where the world is heading towards. We can divide the chapter into
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two parts: 1-15 describes the return of Christ and the defeat of His enemies; 16-21 portrays the
establishment of Christ’s righteous kingdom over all the earth.

Introduction
For 14 chapters and 21 Bible study lessons, we have heard the voice of the Lord speaking to Israel
through Zechariah. They were called to look beyond the present to the glorious hope that God
has ordained for them. Israel will return and be restored, and become a blessing, just as He has
promised.
So where are we in all of this? What about us who do not claim Jewish heritage? Are these
promises for us as well? Listen to what Paul says in Romans 11:25-31:
25

Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers:

a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in
this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written,
“The Deliverer will come from Zion,
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;
27

“and this will be my covenant with them

when I take away their sins.”
28

As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved

for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just
as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their
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disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you
they also may now receive mercy.
Israel’s initial rejection has become our blessings. This is God’s plan.
Eph. 2:19-20: So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.
Eph. 3:6: his mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body,
and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Israel’s end is certain and is glorious. And as believers in Christ Jesus, we share in the same
blessings that Israel enjoys.
Knowing the glory that will be revealed “on that day”, we need not be too disturbed by what is
happening ON THIS DAY. We keep faith with God. The end is certain. Our redemption is sure. All
things sinful and evil will be judged and banished. All who trust in Christ and belong to Christ will
be saved by God’s sovereign will and power.

End Notes
Steve Russell, Video Bible Study, Revelation Chapter 21, www.firstsouthern.tv/library
Keith Burkhart, Introduction to Ephesians, Video Sermon, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 26 July 2020
Keith Burkhart, But God, Video Sermon, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 9 Aug 2020
Keith Burkhart, 2 Peter Chapter 3, Video Sermon, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 18 Apr 2021
Bob Schobert, Ephesians Chapter 2, Video Bible Study, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 9 Aug 2020
Bob Schobert, Ephesians Chapter 3, Video Bible Study, www.firstsouthern.tv/library, 16 Aug 2020
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Highlight
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) you notice when reading this
passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions,
connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?

2. What will happen to the “rest [or remnant] of the people”? (Zech. 14:2)

3. What will the Lord do regarding the nations that come against Jerusalem? (Zech. 14:3)
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Explain
1. Why does God let evil run rampant throughout history? (See 2 Peter 3:3-13)

2. Some believe that Christ will come for His church before the tribulation. Others believe that
He will not come until the end of the tribulation. Either way, how can His coming be imminent?
(See Matt. 24:42)

3. Why is special mention made here of the Feast of Booths (see Lev. 23:39-43; Neh. 8:16-18)?

4. What might the “living water” imply (v. 8, see Ps. 46:4; Jer. 2:13; Joel 3:18; John 7:38-39)?
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Apply
1. Read Revelation 21:22-22:4—what similarities do you see between this passage and
Zechariah 14? What hope do these promises give you about our ultimate future and the Lord
who will bring it to pass? How can you live today in light of that hope?

2. Knowing the final outcome of the world, should we labor to make it a better place through
social policy, ecology, etc.?

3. How will God remember you “on that day”? What promise from God are you counting on? In
what area of life do you need to make special preparations?

4. Through this conflict and the tribulation to come, do you sense God’s love shining through the
darkness? Or do you find it hard to believe that there will ever be an evening with only light?
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Respond in Prayer
Prayer
We encourage you to set aside time to pray over what God has shown you in His Word and how
you can apply that truth to your context. Read through the following passage and listen with your
heart to what it has to say. We recommend praying through this passage on your own at home
and together with your Connection Group.

This Week’s Prayer Passage
Read Revelation 21:22-22:4 and pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S.
method.
•

Adoration: Give God praise for the things that you see in this passage.

•

Confession: Talk with God about your anticipation of meeting Him face-to-face.

•

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His promise of making all things new.

•

Supplication: Ask God to help you to live with greater anticipation of His Second
Coming.
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Questions I Have
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