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The Book of Haggai
The book of Haggai is short, containing only two chapters. However, it provides amazing behind
the scenes insight into the events described in the Book of Zechariah which we just completed
studying here at First Southern. The prophet Haggai was a contemporary of the prophet
Zechariah, and with the mention of “the second year of Darius” (1:1) we know that the year is
520 B.C.
Just as we learned in our study of the Book of Zechariah, the people had returned to the land of
Israel after seventy years of captivity. When they returned, they experienced a spiritual high,
being enthusiastic to celebrate the prescribed biblical festivals and rebuild their city. Their first
task was to rebuild the temple and they engaged on it energetically. But where God is working,
Satan is also often working.
Enemies came to discourage the people from continuing the work. And they succumbed to the
temptation. Work on the temple was stopped and Haggai prophesied in an effort to motivate
the people to renew their work of temple restoration. The work of temple restoration
highlights the Lord’s desire to renew a covenant relationship with His people.
But when they had stopped working on the temple, what were the people doing? How long did
the work stop? What did they work on instead? What did God think of their decision to delay His
house?
You can find all of these answers and more in our Bible study guide of Haggai. Haggai was a
prophet from God sent specifically to rebuke the people and encourage them to return to the
work God had prepared for them.
Although these events happened over two thousand years ago, we can learn many practical
lessons which still apply to our lives today. Some lessons which we will learn in this book
include:
•

Understanding why it is important to evaluate your own life and life direction.

•

Learning to focus on the proper priorities.

•

Putting God first in every area.

•

Being alert to the subtle temptations of worldly culture and materialism.

•

Understanding that God has chosen us for a reason and will fulfill His plans through
us even when we may not see it.

Jump into the study lessons below and start your amazing journey of discovery through this
ancient book.
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Map taken from “Introduction to Haggai,” at https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-haggai, accessed 13 July 2021.
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Haggai 1:1-15
September 12, 2021
Outline
I. The people focus on themselves instead of God (1-4)
II. God curses the people because of their selfishness (5-11)
III. The people respond by serving the Lord again (12-15)

I. The people focus on themselves instead of God (1-4)
Discussion Questions
l What time period is this in Judah’s history?
l What other books record events in the same era?
l What famous people lived in Judah at this time?
l What is the main problem with the people that Haggai addresses in this book?
l Based on the cross-references in Ezra, why had the people stopped rebuilding the temple?
l What did the people say about their plan to rebuild the temple?
l What were they doing in the meantime?
l What common temptation from Satan can we see the people seduced by in verse 2?
l Can anyone give an example of a time when you were seduced by this same excuse?
l What kind of behavior reflects a similar attitude today?
l What service to God do we sometimes delay in the modern world?
l What kinds of things are comparable to “paneling” one’s house?
l What do we see about the people’s priorities?
6

Cross-References
Ezra 1 - The people return from the dispersion to repopulate and rebuild Judah.
Ezra 4:1-5, 24 - The people stop building the temple due to persecution and pressure.
Titus 2:7-8 - Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching
show integrity, dignity, and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be
put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us.
1 Corinthians 15:58 - So then, my dear friends, stand firm and steady. Keep busy always in your
work for the Lord, since you know that nothing you do in the Lord’s service is ever useless.
1 Samuel 12:24 - Obey the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart. Remember the great
things he has done for you.

Teaching Points
1. Background - The prophets Haggai and Zechariah were contemporaries and therefore shared a
common historical setting—Jerusalem at the end of the sixth century B.C. The people of Israel
had been in exile in Babylon for seventy years as punishment for their rebellion against God.
When they returned under Zerubbabel they found the city of Jerusalem in ruins with no wall and
no temple.
When the people originally returned to the land they were pumped up and excited to serve God.
Although their own ancestral homes and farms were surely in disarray, they still gathered to
Jerusalem as one man to build the temple. When the foundation had been laid, they were filled
with joy. In addition, they celebrated festivals prescribed in the Mosaic law which had not been
observed in centuries. But as is often the case, when God’s people reach a spiritual high, Satan
attacks.
Enemies of God and Judah attempted to thwart the work. Day after day they pressured and
discouraged the Jews from building the temple, even paying bribe money to hire counselors
against them. What started off as a great success soon turned to failure. The people who had
gathered as one man to do God’s work, quit. Instead of focusing on God’s kingdom, they each
one returned home and pursued their own welfare. Thus, the temple was left unfinished for
sixteen years. It is near the end of this sixteen-year gap that Haggai shares this message from the
Lord and inspires the people to begin the project again.
2. The recipients of the message - Haggai’s message from God was probably shared with the
whole nation, but it was primarily given to Zerubbabel, the political leader, and Joshua, the
spiritual leader. We see this in Haggai 1:1. Therefore we are reminded that although each person
is responsible to God for his own choices, leaders face a higher level of accountability. It was
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Zerubbabel’s and Joshua’s failed leadership which allowed the people to quit God’s work. God
expected more from His leaders.
Application: A leader should lead. Even when the people don’t want to follow or go their own
ways, leaders in the church must still do what God has called them to. Zerubbabel and Joshua
should have been out there building the temple by themselves if that was what was necessary to
inspire the people never to give up. Almost certainly their model of perseverance would have
been strong motivation and many others would have joined them.
3. God interprets what the people are saying - God heard the Jewish people’s excuses. Probably
they had many. Although He may have been silent, He was not blind. He was not deaf. All the
time they were pursuing their own interests, God was watching and listening. He listened to their
reasons. He listened to their justifications. And He did not accept them. He knew they were
excuses for not finishing the job. Perhaps they were able to convince themselves, but they
couldn’t convince God.
Jeremiah 17:9 - The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know
it?
Application: We may be able to deceive ourselves, but we cannot deceive God. Take care when
you begin to offer justifications and excuses for not doing things which God has called you to.
God is watching. He knows. Evaluate your hearts and be honest with yourselves. If we are not
careful, we will redefine Christianity as a religion who follows a nice, middle-class, American
Jesus. A Jesus who is fine with nominal devotion that doesn’t infringe on our comforts. A Jesus
who brings us comfort and prosperity as we live out our Christian spin on the American dream.
We should all wake up and realize that there are infinitely more important things in life than
fishing, football, and a 401(k). There are real battles to be fought.
4. “The time has not yet come.” - Here is one of the oldest excuses for not doing what God has
called us to. Satan is very clever. He could have tempted the people with something like the
following: “You should never build a temple. Building a temple is a waste of time. Worship this
idol instead.” However, this is not an effective temptation. Most of the people would see right
through that and would reject the person who dared to say those words. Satan is far more subtle.
His temptation is much more often a simple: “You should build the temple. That is good. Just do
it...later.”
Perhaps the people would mention the hot weather of the summer or the cold weather of winter
as reasons to wait. Perhaps they mentioned the disarray of their own homes and farms and said
that to effectively build the temple they should take care of these first so that they could properly
devote the time and energy to the temple. Perhaps they thought that at the moment they were
very poor and the materials were too big a sacrifice so planned to buy the materials after a few
good harvests. The list of possible reasons to wait can go on and on.
Application: Perhaps it’s not a timing thing for us as much as a procrastination thing with us.
Our procrastination is bigger than selfishness. When the people of Haggai’s day failed to
prioritize the work of God, they refused God’s grace. The temple was the outward form of the
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real presence of the Lord among His people. To refuse to build the house was at best saying that
it did not matter whether the Lord was present with them. At worst it was presuming on divine
grace, that the Lord would live with His people even though they willfully refused to obey Him.
When we fail to roll up our sleeves and seriously engage in God’s work, we have inverted our
priorities. Is there anything God has called you to do that you need to do ASAP? What is one
service which you have had in your mind which you should do for God, which you would like to
commit to starting this week?
5. “Is it time for you to dwell in your paneled houses while this house lies desolate?” – Here is
the key of God’s message to the Israelites. They had clearly demonstrated that their priority was
themselves rather than God. The question is not even one of building one’s own house versus
building God’s house. The people already had their own houses to live in. The question was
instead renovating and adding luxurious (and unnecessary) additions to their own houses while
God’s house, the temple, lay in ruins.
Here we see the depth of the people’s selfishness. Jesus said that “where you treasure is, there
your heart is.” Their heart was focused on their own comfort and pleasure.
You can tell what a person’s priority is by examining two things: what he spends his time on,
and what he spends his money on. The Jews were spending their time and money on themselves
rather than God. Have you seriously considered where you spend your time and money? Are
your priorities in line with God’s? If so, how do you know? If not, it’s time to adjust.
Application: You don’t have to pray about whether or not you should serve the Lord. I can
assure you that He desires us to be diligent in labor today! It is dangerous to neglect the house of
God. Many will attend church when it is convenient, but in fact they neglect God’s church. They
do not support it as they should with their presence. They do not labor as they should for the
Lord. They do not support the church with their tithes and offerings, and many do not support it
with their prayers. Listen, if we are not obedient and committed to the vision, we are neglecting
the house of God. We are deceived when we think that we can simply take our seat in the
Worship Center or in our Connection Group every Sunday and not still neglect the house of God.

II. God curses the people because of their selfishness (5-11)
Discussion Questions
l Why is it important to “consider your ways?”
l What was the result of all their money-making and material-focused activities?
l Was this by chance? Why did they get less and less the harder they worked?
l Who was opposing them?
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l What lessons can we learn from their struggles?
l Do you think God may also lay the same kind of “curse” against people today?
What kind of forms might this take? How can you avoid it?
l What areas do we see God exercising His sovereign power over in these verses?
(for example: nature).
l So what did God command them to do (verse 8)?
l What lessons can you learn from this passage?
l What are some important things which we should be doing to serve God?
l What are some materialistic/worldly/selfish pursuits which we sometimes follow instead?
l Can anyone give an example of a time when you felt God’s blessing after deciding to put
Him first?

Cross-References
Galatians 6:7-8 - Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Those
who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful
nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 9:6 - The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
Proverbs 14:14 - The faithless will be fully repaid for their ways, and the good rewarded for
theirs.
Proverbs 11:24-25 - One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but
comes to poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.

Teaching Points
1. Consider your ways! - God wants them to step back from their busy, hectic lives and spend
some time to evaluate both the direction of their lives and the consequences of the decisions they
have made.
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Application: Sometimes we get very busy and our lives are mostly spent reacting to various
demands or needs around us. We react to our bosses’ requests and our children’s schedules. We
accept invitations or requests easily. Our kids want to join soccer practice, so we let them. They
want to go to swimming lessons, so we take them. Then there is music practice. We take up a
new hobby, start going to the gym, and spend way too much time watching TV. The list goes on.
God’s message to you today is “Consider your ways!” Maybe what you are spending your time
and energy on is not God’s best plan for you. Perhaps it is something that in and of itself is not
sinful (renovating one’s house is not a sin generally), but it might not be best. The busier you are
with pursuits in this world, the less time you have for God. The lesson for you today might be
that you will need to cut something out of your schedule. You might need to say “no.” At the
very least you need to prayerfully evaluate your ways and make sure they are in line with God’s
will.
2. The more they invested, the less they received in return - In verses 6 and 9-11 we see
something amazing occurring in their lives. It is this which God wants them to step back and
consider and recognize a profound truth. The truth God wanted them to recognize is that absent
His blessing on their lives hard work resulted in nothing. Several examples are given:
l They sowed much but harvested little.
l They eat and drink, but there is not enough to be filled.
l They put on clothing, but still feel cold.
l They earn money, but the place they store it rots away.
l They try to hoard and gather, but God blows it away.
l The sky withholds dew.
l The earth withholds produce.
l God has called for a drought.
It is an amazing picture God draws out for them. Working harder and harder to satisfy their own
desires, there is less and less tangible result. It is almost like a person rowing a boat. But the
harder he rows, the stronger the wind God sends against the boat. So the harder he rows the
further he gets from shore!
Basically, this is a curse from God and virtually the opposite of the blessings promised for
obedience in Deuteronomy 28. God cursed the fruit of their hands because they are working with
their own strength to satisfy their own desires. Their priority is in the wrong place. It is the
opposite of providence. Providence is when God supernaturally influences circumstances,
people, and even nature itself to bless His people who are living in obedience to Him. Here the
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exact opposite is happening. God is supernaturally influencing circumstances, people, and nature
itself to oppose His people who are living in disobedience.
Application: Which would you prefer, providence or reverse-providence? The same thing may
happen to us. When we try to work in our own strength, we may find ourselves working harder
but accomplishing less. God can cause so many things to pop up which can drain away our time
and energy. Bad health, division with other believers, complaints, conflict, policies, paperwork,
medical emergencies, accidents, etc.
If you find that your money is inexplicably drying up every month due to unexpected expenses,
you should “consider your ways!” Are you tithing? Are you putting God first? It may be that you
are living in complete obedience and those are trials from God to test and refine you. But it may
also be that you are struggling against God’s current and feeling the effects. You must step back
and prayerfully evaluate and ask God to reveal the cause to you.
3. God’s will revealed - In verses 7-8 God makes it clear what He expects of them. He wants
them to immediately begin rebuilding the temple. Their priorities need an adjustment, and it is
not something to do later in the future.
Application: We often make life much harder than it has to be. God has not asked us to perform
some monumental task alone. He simply wants us to comply with His will. He has not changed.
He supplied the resources for them to rebuild the temple and He will supply the same for us as
we partner with Him to expand His kingdom right here in Oklahoma City and beyond. He just
wants us to take what He has already given and get busy. We know what we need to do, and we
know how to do it. We just need to get busy working for the Lord!
Is there something God wants you to do which you have put off? Don’t wait. Do it and begin
pleasing Him today.

III. The people respond by serving the Lord again (12-15)
Discussion Questions
l Who is Zerubbabel? How about Joshua?
l How did they and the people react to Haggai’s message?
l Why did they listen? What lesson can we learn from the phrase that “the people obeyed...
because the Lord their God had sent him?”
l After they decided to obey God, what differences can we see in God’s relationship to, and
care toward them?

12

l How long after Haggai shared this message with them did the people start to build the
temple (1:1, 15)?
l What motivated the people?
l Has God stirred up your spirit to serve Him in some way? What will you do to obey this
calling?
l How can you diligently build God’s kingdom this week?

Cross-References
Ephesians 4:1 - Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of
the calling with which you have been called.
1 Timothy 6:12 - Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were
called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
Hebrews 3:1 - Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the
Apostle and High Priest of our confession.

Teaching Points
1. The people respond with obedience - Awesome! It is awesome when God’s people hear God’s
Word, confess their sins, and set their heart to obey it. And did you notice that God stirred up
their collective spirits after they obeyed His word?
Application: There will be times in our lives when we, like the Jews in Haggai, have lost our
way. God may remind you from Scripture or send someone into your life to remind you to get
back on the path. At that point you have two choices. You can harden your heart and defend
yourself and justify your actions, or you can repent and obey. Let us all be humble enough to be
teachable. When we obey the Lord, we can expect Him to respond by stirring our spirits in order
to continue in our obedience and thereby receive further blessings.
2. The leaders lead the way - Zerubbabel and Joshua lead the way in this revival. When leaders
lead, people follow!
3. “I am with you” declares the Lord – Previously the Lord was against His people, working to
oppose them because of their disobedience. Now after they obey, He promises to be with them.
What a great comfort! They did not need to worry about their fields, their crops, and their
animals. God would see to it that these were taken care of. In Haggai 2:19 we see that God
would bless their harvest because of their obedience. Where the wind was against them before, it
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would be with them from this point. Imagine the joy and peace that filled their hearts instead of
the stress and worry and struggle from before.
4. It was only 23 days since Haggai preached this message - Compare 1:1 and 1:15 to see that
only twenty-three days had elapsed. God’s message brought about an immediate reversal of the
direction of their lives. His Word is powerful. It will not return void. Contrary to some people’s
thinking, a long time is not necessary for growth and maturity. The most important ingredient is
a willing heart.
Application: I want to get personal for just a moment. Have you considered your ways? Is there
anything that needs to be addressed in your life? Are you living much like the Jews in Haggai’s
day? Has God spoken to your heart? If so, why not come and submit yourself to Him and begin
anew with Him. He can change your life if you will only let Him.
Maybe you can’t serve the Lord because you have never believed on Him for salvation. If that is
the case, why not heed the call of God and be saved today? Allow Him to take a life of misery
and confusion and make something beautiful from it.
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Haggai 2:1-9
September 19, 2021
Outline
I. Comparing discourages the builders (1-3)
II. God encourages the builders (4-9)

Discussion Questions
l How long after the events of chapter 1 does chapter 2 occur?
l Who was the message largely directed to? Why is this important?
l Do you think some of the people had seen the previous temple? If so, was this group
likely the majority or the minority? How long before had the previous temple been
destroyed?
l What lesson can you learn from the fact that the new “replacement” temple was not as
glorious as the one before?
l How does this reflect the changes the nation itself had gone through?
l What does this teach us about the consequences of sin?
l What can you learn from this about God’s character? What can you learn about
restoration and forgiveness?
l Is the focus of God’s message on comparing their previous position to what they have
now?
l Then why does God bring this up?
l What are some sins, which although God forgives them, have a lasting impact
that cannot be reversed?
l Knowing that forgiveness does not mean the effects of sin will be negated, how should
you act?
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l What would you say to the person who presumes to sin because he knows that forgiveness
is available?

Cross-References
Ezra 3:12-13 - But many of the priests and Levites and heads of the fathers’ houses, old men who
had seen the first temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this temple was laid
before their eyes. Yet many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not discern the noise
of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people, for the people shouted with a loud
shout, and the sound was heard afar off.
Galatians 6:7-8 - Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he
also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
1 Samuel 12:13-14 - Then David exclaimed to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord!” Nathan
replied to David, “Yes, and the Lord has forgiven your sin. You are not going to die.
Nonetheless, because you have treated the Lord with such contempt in this matter, the son who
has been born to you will certainly die.”
Hebrews 12:6 - The Lord disciplines him whom he loves, and chastises every son whom he
receives.

Teaching Points
1. Who is left among you who saw the temple in its former glory? - Haggai first spoke on
September 21, 520 BC. He had spoken sharply and with urgency. Now Haggai speaks gently.
Less than a month had gone by since the Jewish people had begun to build. Haggai speaks a
second time on October 17, 520 BC. The rebuilding project had initially begun many years
before. But it had stopped, and it had remained on hold for years. Even then, the rebuilding had
been tempered with sadness over what was lost.
But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first
house, wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though
many shouted aloud for joy… (Ezra 3:12).
2. Does it now seem to you like nothing? - God is expressing what many people were thinking.
We can see this in Ezra 3:12-13. While the people were mostly very excited about building the
temple, and the step they were taking in serving God, the very oldest felt a mixture of joy and
grief. They had seen Solomon’s temple in all of its glory. They remembered what it was like to
be a free nation. The riches, the culture, and the freedom they enjoyed were all part of their
16

memories. As a nation their disobedience to God cost them everything. Although they had been
restored, what they were restored to was not the same as what they had lost.
From this we learn that God is merciful to forgive and restore those who have sinned against
Him. The exile teaches us of God’s justice. But the return teaches us of God’s mercy. God’s
discipline toward believers is always for the purpose of ultimate restoration. In this passage
though, we also see that what He restores us to may not be exactly the same as what we had
before we sinned. While they were grateful for God’s goodness, they also remembered what they
had lost. The new temple was not the same as the one before. Jerusalem was not the same. And
of course many of the people who were forced to leave the land could never come back.
Application: This passage is at the same time both a warning and a comfort for us. The warning
is that sin is costly. Sin could cost you your marriage, your relationship with your children, your
job, your reputation and much more. It is always better to obey God the first time around.
At the same time, God is good and His steadfast love endures forever. If today you feel like you
are far from God, He is waiting with arms wide open to receive you. All you need to do is come
back to Him and He will restore you. If you feel like you are far from God, just pray in your
heart right now and tell Him “I want to come back to you.” He will welcome you.
3. We should not get into the habit of comparing - See two quotes below on the dangers of
comparing. The old-timers were saying, “You should have seen Solomon’s temple. Now that
was a temple! This new one is hardly worth calling a temple compared to the old one!” Today,
people might say, “That church on the other side of town is really doing it right! They have a
choir with robes, they sing the good ol’ hymns, their pews are cushioned, they have the best
donuts, and their preacher is more handsome than most!”
Quote by Spurgeon - “The smallness of our gifts may be a temptation to us. We are consciously
so weak and so insignificant, compared with the great God and His great cause, that we are
discouraged, and think it vain to attempt anything . . . the enemy contrasts our work with that of
others, and with that of those who have gone before us. We are doing so little as compared with
other people, therefore let us give up. We cannot build like Solomon, therefore let us not build at
all. Yet, brethren, there is a falsehood in all this, for, in truth, nothing is worthy of God. The great
works of others, and even the amazing productions of Solomon, all fell short of His glory.”
(Spurgeon)
Quote by A.W. Tozer - “Dear Lord, I refuse henceforth to compete with any of Thy servants.
They have congregations larger than mine. So be it. I rejoice in their success. They have greater
gifts. Very well. That is not in their power nor in mine. I am humbly grateful for their greater
gifts and my smaller ones. I only pray that I may use to Thy glory such modest gifts as I possess.
I will not compare myself with any, nor try to build up my self-esteem by noting where I may
excel one or another in Thy holy work. I herewith make a blanket disavowal of all intrinsic
worth. I am but an unprofitable servant. I gladly go to the foot of the cross and own myself the
least of Thy people. If I err in my self judgment and actually underestimate myself I do not want
to know it. I purpose to pray for others and to rejoice in their prosperity as if it were my own.
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And indeed it is my own if it is Thine own, for what is Thine is mine, and while one plants and
another waters it is Thou alone that giveth the increase.” (A.W. Tozer, The Price of Neglect)

II. God encourages the builders (4-9)
Discussion Questions
l What is the key message God has for His people in these verses?
l What promise is referred to in verse 5?
l How would they have felt to know that “My Spirit is abiding in your midst?”
l What does this statement show them about their relationship with God?
l What can you learn from this about mercy and forgiveness?
l Because they know that God is with them, how should they act?
l What does it mean, “I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry
land?”
l What was God going to do?
l When would the prophecies in verse 7 and 9 take place? Already or still in the future?
l What does verse 8 teach us about money? How should we view “our” money?
l How might a 5th century B.C. Jew have responded to God’s promise of “peace?”
l Is it any different than how we might respond to this promise?
l Do you sometimes take peace for granted?
l How can you be sure not to take peace for granted in the future?

Cross-References
Joshua 1:9 - Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and
do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
2 Timothy 1:7 - For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.
18

Psalm 27:14 - Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!
Isaiah 41:10 - Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Romans 8:38-39 - For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Hebrews 12:26-27 - At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once
more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” The words “once more” indicate the
removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may
remain.
John 16:33 - I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you
will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

Teaching Points
1. Be strong - We see in Ezra that their enemies are discouraging them. They are trying to
frighten them by threatening them and paying counselors to de-motivate them. Letters are written
to try to stop the work both the first time and the second time (see Ezra 5). God wants His
followers to be bold and not afraid. There are always opponents trying to stop His people from
serving Him. But notice the reason for the courage.
2. For I am with you - The foundation for their courage was knowing that God was with them.
He was present with them. And dating back to the time of Moses, this was vital for them to
know.
Exodus 33:15 - Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up
from here.”
Psalm 3:6 - I will not fear though tens of thousands assail me on every side.
Application: When God tells us He is present, He means much more than He is merely present
to observe. God is no bystander. He is not watching from a far-off field with a pair of binoculars.
Instead, when God says He is present, He is present with a dynamic power to carry out His
promises. You must have faith. When others assess the situation as horribly bad, faith sees God’s
presence. Faith affirms God’s view. Faith doesn’t see a hopeless future; faith sees the promises
of God. This lesson may not find you needing strength to carry on a building project for God.
Rather, you might be suffering the loss of a stillborn baby or a spouse that had been by your side
faithfully for many years. You might be suffering financially or in your physical health. Perhaps
others are persecuting you in some way. God wants to encourage you. He is with you. He is no
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bystander to your present trouble. He is present to strengthen you to endure. God’s presence
guarantees His promises.
3. Verse 6-7 - I will shake all the nations. He will shake all the nations so that they will bring
their gold and silver (what they treasure) to the temple.
Haggai is prophesying that people from all nations will come with monetary gifts to bring to the
temple. It is a way to encourage the people who feel that it is small and insignificant, compared
to Solomon’s temple. More than 400 years ago, king Solomon built the first Jewish temple to the
Lord. Solomon’s temple was a masterpiece. The temple was made using precious metals and
gems. Solomon hired skilled workers for the job. That was a golden era in Israelite history.
Israelites were so prosperous that silver was considered of little value in Solomon’s day (2
Chronicles 9:20).
Did this happen? Even in the time of Jesus people came from far and wide to visit the temple.
Certainly, they brought many large gifts of money. That would have been hard to predict in the
time of Zerubabbel when Jerusalem was a small and impoverished, insignificant city, which no
one cared about outside of a few Jews. But in a few hundred years the city and the temple had
regained much fame. Josephus tells us in his history that at the Passover over a million people
filled the city. Many of these brought money to give. One day in the millennial reign this will be
even more widespread.
4. I will fill this house with my glory and the latter glory of this house will be greater than the
former - Here are two prophecies which were made to encourage the people regarding the temple
which they were building. They have been discouraged as they compared it to Solomon’s temple.
Its meager size, less valuable building materials, and fewer, less skilled workers all could have
been a drag on morale. But God tells them that the temple they were building would be even
more glorious than Solomon’s temple. Physically speaking this was true. Herod remodeled and
revamped the temple built in Haggai’s day to make it truly splendid, greater even than
Solomon’s temple.
Mark 13:1-2 - As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher!
What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” “Do you see all these great buildings?”
replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”
During the time of Jesus, Herod had largely finished renovations. It was an amazing work which
drew the admiration of Jesus’ disciples, who were astounded by its magnificence. People would
have come from far abroad to the temple as pilgrims to worship the Lord there, but also as
tourists.
So when God says that the temple is going to be more glorious, is this what He is referring to?
While, this is clearly a factually true statement, Jesus’ reply to the disciples should make us
reconsider the “easy answer.” Did Jesus consider the temple in the time of Herod to be glorious?
Here His answer shows that He didn’t have a high regard for the physical beauty of the temple. It
was going to be destroyed. Jesus Himself was angered by the corruption of the leaders of the
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temple and all of the sellers who used it only as a means of profit (John 2:13-16). So it begs the
question, would God encourage the temple builders by telling them in essence, “Don’t worry,
Herod will make it even more beautiful?” Probably not.
The glory then referred to is something deeper than the physical beauty. I believe that the glory
referred to in these verses is Jesus Himself. Jesus Himself would go to the temple. He would
worship there. He would teach there. He would purify it. And at His death, the veil in the temple
would be torn in two. Jesus Himself was the Son of the Temple (Matthew 17:24-27).
Isaiah 60:1-2 - Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the earth, and thick darkness is over the peoples; but the LORD will
rise upon you, and His glory will appear over you.
Jesus is the glory of the temple. He Himself would visit it. The Messiah would shine from the
temple like a star. What could be more encouraging to the temple workers than that? The stones
they were laying may not have been as big as the ones in Solomon’s temple, but the Messiah
would walk on them. His voice would resound over them. His forgiveness would wash over any
who believed in Him there. Salvation would be offered there and validated with the torn veil.
Whereas in the time of Haggai a person could only approach God through the mediator priest at
the temple, after the Messiah visited it, anyone could approach God anywhere themselves. The
temple would transition from a place where God dwelt to people’s hearts where His Spirit
resides. What an encouraging message!
5. And in this place I will give peace - For the Jews living at that time, this was a wondrous
promise. Their lives were filled with turmoil. They had grown up as exiles after disastrous wars
had devastated their homes. If they had one wish, probably most of them would have wished for
peace. Do not take peace for granted! The Jews were surrounded by their enemies with no wall
for protection (the wall would be rebuilt more than half a century later). They certainly desired
to live in peace, if for no other reason, perhaps to ensure the temple they were rebuilding would
not once again be destroyed by those who hate God’s people. But peace with others is not the
meaning here.
John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
One day God would send His Son, who would bring peace between man and God. This peace
will reign in their hearts, and no one can take it away. As wonderful as peace with other people
is, peace with God is even better. Peace with God means He will not punish you for your sins
and treat you as an enemy. Instead, He treats you as His sons and daughters.
Application: Do you have this peace? Possessing this peace, what should you do with it?
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Haggai 2:10-23
September 26, 2021
Outline:
I. A reminder that God would bless them if they obey (10-19)
II. A reminder of a good future that God in store (20-23)

Discussion Questions
l How long after the last message from Haggai is this message?
l What is the meaning of the comparison in verses 12-13?
l Why could uncleanness be spread by touch, but not holiness?
l What was God saying about the people?
l Why is what the people offered unclean? When did this refer to?
l What is the connection between verses 15-18 and what we saw in the last chapter?
l Would He continue opposing the people (see verse 19?) Why or why not?
l How would things be different now that they were dedicated to putting the Lord first?
l What does this passage teach us about providence?
l What does this passage teach us about God?
l What does this passage teach us about God’s sovereignty?
l What lessons can you learn from the Israelites at the time of Haggai?
l In what ways are we like them?
l How can you know if God is disciplining you or if He is merely sending trials
your way?
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Cross-References
Leviticus 6:27 - Whatever touches any of the flesh will become holy, and if any of the blood is
spattered on a garment, you must wash it in the sanctuary area.
Numbers 19:11-13 - Whoever touches a human corpse will be unclean for seven days. They must
purify themselves with the water on the third day and on the seventh day; then they will be clean.
But if they do not purify themselves on the third and seventh days, they will not be clean. If they
fail to purify themselves after touching a human corpse, they defile the Lord’s tabernacle. They
must be cut off from Israel. Because the water of cleansing has not been sprinkled on them, they
are unclean; their uncleanness remains on them.
Numbers 19:22 - Anything that an unclean person touches becomes unclean, and anyone who
touches it becomes unclean till evening.
Philippians 4:19 - And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory
in Christ Jesus.
Proverbs 16:33 - The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.
Matthew 6:26 - Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
James 1:17 - Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
Numbers 6:24-26 - The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
Deuteronomy 28 - In this passage God promises to bless those who obey Him, but also warns
that those who rebel against Him will be cursed.

Teaching Points
1. Through Haggai, the Lord asks two questions of the priests. First, if a man carries holy meat
(meat offered in a sacrifice) in the fold of his garment and touches bread (or other food) with this
garment, will that food become holy? The priests correctly answer, “no” (the meat would make
the garment holy, but the process stopped there; see Lev. 6:27). The second question was, if one
who is unclean through contact with a dead body touches any of these things, will it become
unclean? The priests correctly answer, “yes” (see Lev. 22:4-6; Num. 19:11-16).
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2. So it is with this people and this nation - God seems to be telling the people that although they
are rebuilding the temple – a good thing – their hearts are not right with God. They are under a
curse because of how they have prioritized their own lives above Him. This was clearly
demonstrated in chapter one when they were focused on paneling their own luxurious houses
rather than building the temple, which lay barren. The curse spread throughout the people,
contaminating everything. The “sickness of selfishness” permeated the land. The harder the
people worked the more this “curse” spread until everything in the land was unclean and defiled,
including their sacrifices.
3. Verses 15-17 - God reminds them in essence, “Think back over the past years of drought and
frustration and you will see that your problems began when you set aside the Lord’s house and
put your houses first.” The people had expected a certain amount of return for their labor, but it
was always less than expected. Even their store piles or containers had less than what they
thought. God was working against them supernaturally. Blight, mildew, and hail were some of
the methods He used. Perhaps the reason that they were still experiencing frustrating
circumstances was that God had not removed the consequences of their neglect. God’s discipline
is not pleasant, but it really is a blessing, as Hebrews 12:1-11 tells us, because it is a mark of His
love toward us as His children. Those who lack God’s discipline are not His true children (Heb.
12:8)!
Application: You do not want God to be working against you! There is not really anything
worse than that. If things seem to be stacked against you, then you should evaluate if there may
be a sin in your life that has not been dealt with. Certainly not all trials are a direct result of sin,
but some may be. It needs careful prayer and reflection to discern if they are or not.
4. From this day on I will bless you - A great promise! The people had straightened out their
priorities and God promised to “shift the wind in their favor” so to speak. He would now work
providentially on their behalf rather than against them.
Application: Guard your heart. Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. Don’t
forget that part about seeking God’s righteousness! Haggai’s word to us is, “You can be
involved in even the most vital ministries of First Southern Baptist Church, you can give money
to the church, you can even be on the staff at the church, but if your heart is not clean before
God, you’re defiling everything you touch!”

II. A reminder of a good future that God has in store (20-23)
Discussion Questions
l How long since the last message has it been this time (verses 10 and 20)?
l Who was this message for?
l What is the main idea of the message?
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l What is the purpose of the message (encouragement, warning, promise, exhortation,
rebuke?)
l What does it mean that God is “going to shake the heavens and the earth?”
l When would the things in verse 22 happen? Have they happened yet?
l What does this teach us about God’s power?
l Which nations has God already overthrown in history? Which peoples in the Bible do not
exist anymore?
l In light of this promise how should we face the future?
l What does it mean that God will make Zerubbabel like a signet ring? What is special
about a signet ring?
l When do you think this would happen?
l Who is Zerubbabel’s most famous descendant?
l When will the Messiah fulfill the prophesies of verses 21-22?
l Which verse in the New Testament says that God has chosen you?
l What does it mean to you knowing that God has chosen you?

Cross-References
Daniel 2:44-45 - In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will
never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and
bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. This is the meaning of the vision of the rock
cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay,
the silver and the gold to pieces.
Matthew 1:12-13 - After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the
father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the
father of Azor.
Isaiah 11:9 - They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
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1 Peter 2:9 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light.
Ephesians 1:3-4 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.
Teaching Points
1. God is going to shake up the world order - In the millennial reign Christ will defeat the nations
of the world who are united against God and set up His thousand-year reign. This is also
prophesied in Daniel 2:44-45, where Nebuchadnezzar has a vision that a rock not formed by
human hands would shatter the kingdoms of the world. Although Jesus reigns spiritually in
people’s hearts and through His church, these prophesies indicate a future, physical reign which
will be fulfilled literally one day as Jesus reigns from Jerusalem.
Application: God wants Zerubbabel to look at what He is about to do. The first thing he needs to
be reminded of is this: God is in complete and total control. How much of your life are you in
control of? You can eat right and exercise well, but you cannot set the number of your days.
When an illness strikes, you can do nothing to prevent it. Outcomes are not determined simply
by the power of your own will. We need to submit ourselves to the only One who is in control.
2. God’s promise to Zerubbabel - This promise is similar to the one God made to David. There is
no one on the throne in Israel because there is no throne. Kings have been killed and imprisoned.
God’s very promise to David seems to be in danger of being broken. And then God says, “I have
chosen you.” God chooses Zerubbabel to carry on this promise to David. The line of the Messiah
would pass through him. His descendant would be on the throne once again and fulfill all of the
promises which God made to David. These are all fulfilled in Jesus, who will reign over Israel
forever one day. And Jesus Himself is descended from Zerubbabel (Matthew 1:12-13).
3. God has chosen you - It is a wonderful thing to be chosen by God. You are also chosen by
Him. As He had a plan for Zerubbabel and his future (a plan that may have looked bleak at
times), He also has a plan for you. His plan is for your welfare, to give you a hope and a future!
(Jeremiah 29:11). Our life is secure in Him. Our hope is secure in Him. Our salvation is secure in
Him. He has chosen you. He will not change His mind and He will not cast you out. His love
endures forever.
Application: We see with the Jews in the time of Haggai that God is patient and longsuffering.
For sixteen years they followed their own pursuits, and He still forgave them and accepted them
again. In like manner, He will never abandon you. The remnant being allowed to return to
Jerusalem after the captivity had a second chance. And when they returned, they went back to
pursuing their own things, once again proving faithless. So God gave them a third chance. Thank
the Lord for His forgiveness and grace. Thank the Lord for His patience with us even when we
go off of the path again and again. In the book of Haggai, we are reminded that God is a God of
second, and even third, chances.
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The Book of Malachi
Malachi’s ministry took place nearly a hundred years after the decree of Cyrus in 538 B.C.,
which ended the Babylonian captivity and allowed the Jews to return to their homeland and
rebuild the temple (2 Chron. 36:23). This was some 80 years after Haggai and Zechariah
encouraged the rebuilding of the temple. Those two earlier prophets had said that the rebuilding
of the temple would result in peace, prosperity, the conversion of people from other nations, and
the return of God’s own glorious presence (see Haggai 2; Zech. 1:16–17; 2:1–13; 8:1–9:17).
To the discouraged people of Malachi’s day, these predictions must have seemed a cruel
mockery. In contrast to the glowing promises, they faced economic difficulties due to drought
and crop failure (Mal. 3:11). They remained an insignificant territory, no longer an independent
nation and no longer ruled by a Davidic king. Worst of all, despite the promise of God’s
presence, they experienced only spiritual decline.
Malachi is the bookend of the Old Testament. After this book was written, the people of Israel
would not hear divine revelation from God for four hundred years. The people of Israel at the
time of Malachi claimed to honor God. They were very religious. More than willing to offer
sacrifices or visit the temple or sing praises to God, most people would have concluded that their
relationship with God had never been better. But Malachi’s fellow Israelites were guilty of
corrupt worship and unethical behavior. He called the people to renewed covenant
obedience.
Through Malachi, God condemned His people for their hard hearts and selfish ways. But though
the people lived in an age when there were no cell phones or airplanes, the spiritual struggles that
they faced are very similar to ours.
Some of the key themes in this book include divorce, giving, and rituals verses true faith, and
more. Nowadays many church goers are caught in the same trap as the Israelites at that time.
While many are very religious outwardly, sometimes the heart is not fully committed to God. Do
you want to learn better how to put God first in these areas truly from your heart? If so, I hope
you will join us in this exciting study of Malachi.
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Malachi 1:1-5
October 3, 2021
Outline
I. God loves Jacob (1-5)

Discussion Questions
l What is an oracle?
l Who is Malachi?
l When may this book have been written?
l What was God's attitude toward them?
l What was their attitude toward God?
l What is the main point of verses 2-5?
l What does it mean that God hated Esau?
l Why did God choose Jacob, but not choose Esau?
l Was Esau deserving of God's love?
l Was Jacob deserving of God's love?
l So what can we learn from this?
l How did God treat the people of Edom? Why?

Cross-References
Romans 9:9-16 – More teaching on God's sovereign choice of Jacob and not Esau.
Revelation 13:8 – All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not
been written in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world.
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John 6:44 – No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise
them up at the last day.
John 6:37 – All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never
drive away.
Obadiah 1:15 – The day of the Lord is near for all nations. As you have done, it will be done to
you; your deeds will return upon your own head.

Background
The sins mentioned in the book of Malachi are quite similar to those mentioned in the book of
Nehemiah. They include tithing, mixed marriages and a general apathy toward the Lord. The
nation of Israel at this point in history had experienced discipline from God. They had fallen
from being an influential and prosperous, independent kingdom, to being a poor and neglected
corner of Persia’s vast empire.
The people were discouraged spiritually. Beginning to doubt God’s love for them, they still
maintained the appearance of obedience, but it wasn’t from the heart. While they kept following
many religious rituals, they no longer felt any passion, zeal, or even sincerity for what they were
doing. As a result, even the priests were just going through the motions. It was a nation that had a
religion, but seemingly no real relationship with God.

Teaching Points
1. I have loved you – This message, THE LOVE OF GOD, is the constant and central message
of the Bible. We are not surprised, therefore, that the prophecy of Malachi begins with this great
affirmation, “I have loved you, says the Lord.” The force of affirmation “I have loved you” in the
Hebrew is “I have loved you and I love you still.” What a great and wonderful affirmation for the
Jews to cling to considering the 400 years of silence from heaven that would follow this
prophecy.
Israel had become degenerate and cynical. But though she had dishonored God by offering
second-rate sacrifices, disobeyed God’s laws concerning divorce, and robbed God of tithes and
offerings, still He loved her. Israel’s love for God had waned, but God’s love for Israel remained
constant. God’s love is always like that—eternal, unending, unchanging. Spurgeon said, “God
soon turns from His wrath but never from His love.”
As a nation they had been through a lot of hard times. As individuals, their lives were not easy.
Judah was not a prosperous region. Life was hard and difficult. God wanted them to know that
He did love them. He had not abandoned them. He had not forsaken them. He remembered all
His promises to them. He remembered the covenant He had made with their ancestors. Though
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He did discipline them for a time, this didn’t mean He had rejected them. God wants to reassure
them that He does in fact love them.
Application:
Hebrews 13:5 - Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."
I will never leave you nor forsake you. God also loves us, His children. The world around us
may fall to pieces. Everyone we know may turn against us. But just like a good parent would
never reject his child, so God will never cast us aside.
Jeremiah 31:3 - The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: “I have loved you with an
everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.
If you need a rock-solid truth to hang on to in the middle of trials, comfort yourself with this.
God loves you with an everlasting love.
2. You say, “How have You loved us?” – But the backslidden people argue, “How have you
loved us?” They had lost their love for God; now they were questioning God’s love for them.
If we look at this question from a historical perspective, we can see that the Jews had faced
seventy years of exile because of their rebellion against the Lord. Other passages tell us that this
was discipline from God, the direct consequences of their disobedience.
In other words, most of the trials and problems they faced were of their own making. It was the
consequences of their own sins. It didn’t feel like they were experiencing God’s love, but it was
in fact God’s love. Love drove God to discipline them because they needed to learn the
importance of obedience. A child who is being disciplined may not feel love from his parents at
that moment, but most children one day in the future will be able to recognize that it was love
which motivated their parents to discipline them.
Proverbs 13:24 - Whoever does not discipline his son hates him, but whoever loves him is
diligent to correct him.
Hebrews 12:7,11 - It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? For the moment all discipline seems
painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who
have been trained by it.
God disciplined them because He loved them. Discipline would remind them of the terrible
consequences of sin so that the next time they faced temptation they would not fall into it.
When he was a teenager, my oldest son did not always drive safely. That was a very grave
concern for my wife and me. Not only were we concerned for his well-being, but also for the
well-being of my truck which he was driving! One day I put him on notice saying, “Stephen, if
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you give me one more reason to be concerned, I will take the truck keys away from you and I
will sale the truck.” That was no idle threat. Sure enough, the very next weekend, I was made to
keep my promise. I took the keys and sold the truck to my father-in-law. Stephen was
devastated that I had done so and could not understand why I would treat him so badly. He did
not feel the love at the time, but it was nonetheless out of love that we required him to turn over
those keys and consider his ways.
The Jews in Malachi doubted God like my son may have doubted us. Doubting God is natural.
Which is easier, doubt or faith?
How can we have victory over our doubt? How can our faith be strengthened so that we always
can affirm, “I believe in God, and I believe that He does love and care for me?”
Application: Next time you begin to doubt God's goodness ask the question, "how has He loved
me?" But don't ask it rhetorically as a challenge. Instead, start listing out the ways you have
experienced the love of God. Write them down. Soon you will find that He does indeed love you
and has shown it consistently.
3. God’s answer – How did God respond to their doubt? God referred back to His covenant
promises made to Jacob more than a thousand years before. God chose Jacob. He did not choose
Jacob because of Jacob’s own inherent goodness. God made a choice. He chose to extend His
special covenant with Jacob and Jacob’s descendants. He also made the decision NOT to give
this same covenant to Jacob’s older brother, instead punishing Edom generation after generation.
God is telling them that He has faithfully demonstrated His love toward the Jews for more than a
thousand years. His love is steadfast and constant. It doesn’t change from year to year or
generation to generation. His covenant promises will all be fulfilled. If they were to only look at
one sliver of Jewish history (one predominantly showing God’s discipline on them), they might
be deceived into thinking that God did not love them anymore. But God reminds them of the
lengthy history of His love toward them. He also shows them Edom (the descendants of Esau) by
contrast. If the Jews thought their own lives were difficult, they should look at Edom. This is a
land that experienced God’s judgment again and again until there was nothing left. But even
though the Jews deserved a similar fate, because of His choice, God would not completely
destroy them like He did Edom.
Interpretive Challenge: Why did God hate Esau? Is it fair to treat Esau like this?
Suggested Reading: Romans 9:9-16. In this context we can see a few things:
A. Love and hate - They are used in these verses to demonstrate God’s choice of Jacob and
rejection of others. He chose Jacob. He did not choose Esau. It is not a reference to human
emotion like we would feel if we looked upon a serial killer. Other places in the Bible use similar
terminology.
Luke 14:26 - If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
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In this passage it doesn’t mean we should emotionally hate our parents. It means we have a
choice, and we must choose to put God first. Just as we cannot put both God and our parents first
God did not choose to extend His covenant to both Jacob and Esau’s descendants.
B. All the punishment on Edom was deserved - In verse 4 we are told that they are a “wicked
country.”
Ezekiel 18:20 – The one who sins is the one who will die. The child will not share the guilt of the
parent, nor will the parent share the guilt of the child. The righteousness of the righteous will be
credited to them, and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against them.
We can ask the question, “Did Edom deserve God’s grace?” The answer is “no.” The Edomites
were not a people who desperately were seeking after God only to be rejected by Him. These are
not people who were streaming to the temple begging to have an opportunity to believe in God.
Instead, they were a very sinful and rebellious group of people, like their ancestor Esau before
them.
Amos 1:11 - This is what the Lord says: “For three sins of Edom, even for four, I will not relent.
Because he pursued his brother with a sword and slaughtered the women of the land, because
his anger raged continually and his fury flamed unchecked.
It was for their sins that they were punished.
In Romans we learn that God has compassion and mercy on the one He chooses. Neither Jacob
nor Esau deserved God’s mercy, but He chose to show compassion to one. He is not obligated to
show this compassion to others.
In the parable of the workers, the master decided to give the same wages to all the workers,
including those who started later in the day. Jesus said that the master had the right to choose
how much he gave to each person. In a similar way, God has the right to choose whom He
extends His covenant blessings to.
Those who still face judgment do so because they have rejected God's offer of forgiveness and
refused to take the way of escape by trusting in Jesus as their Savior.
Application: God holds us responsible for our choices. We cannot reject salvation and then
blame God for saving others and not us. Take for example a person drowning. A boat comes
along and tosses him a life ring. But he believes he doesn't need it. And in rejecting the means of
escape, he drowns. Is that the fault of the boat captain? It is not. In like manner, we have the
responsibility to come to Jesus and repent of our sins. If you have not done so before, then today
is the day of salvation. Come to Jesus and place your faith in Him.
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Malachi 1:6-14
October 10, 2021
Outline
I. God is not pleased with their offerings (6-14)
Discussion Questions
l What point is Malachi making in verse 6 about a son/father and servant/master?
l Does a son always honor his father? If not, then what is implied here?
l Were the Jews honoring God?
l What problem is declared here?
l What do we learn about God from verse 6? How about people?
l What attitude do we see that the people have at the end of verse 6?
l What examples are given of their lack of respect toward God?
l What did these examples show about their heart attitude?
l Why were they giving the worst they had to God? What did this show about their opinion
of God?
l What were the Jews commanded to offer to God?
l Why did God ask for the best they had?
l How useful was the gifts they were offering (verse 10?)
l What are some modern-day parallels of ways we may not honor God today?
l What is the key principle we need to learn in this passage?
l In what areas can we show honor and respect to God by giving Him the very best?
l What do we learn about God's character in verse 11?
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l How can we magnify God's name among the nations? What does this verse show us about
God's vision for other nations besides Israel?

Cross-References
Exodus 12:5 - The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take
them from the sheep or the goats.
Leviticus 22:19 – You must present a male without defect from the cattle, sheep or goats in order
that it may be accepted on your behalf.
Proverbs 11:24-25 – One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly,
but comes to poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be
refreshed.
1 Timothy 6:18-20 – One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but
comes to poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.
Proverbs 3:9 – Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops
1 Samuel 2:30 – Therefore the Lord, the God of Israel, declares: ‘I promised that members of
your family would minister before me forever.’ But now the Lord declares: ‘Far be it from me!
Those who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me will be disdained.'

Teaching Points
1. God’s purpose is to glorify His name among the nations – If we are not clear about what God
is doing in this world, then we will not be on target with our lives. In a nutshell, God’s purpose is
to promote His glory, and He wants to use His people to do that. Consider these passages:
God elects His people before the foundation of the world for His glory (Ephesians 1:6).
He creates humankind for His glory (Isaiah 43:7).
He chooses Israel for His glory (Isaiah 49:3).
He delivers them from Egypt for His glory (Psalm 106:7-8).
He restores them after exile for His glory (Isaiah 48:9-11).
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He sends His Son to confirm His trustworthiness and so the Gentiles will glorify Him for His
mercy (Romans 15:8-9).
He puts His Son to death to display the glory of His vindicated righteousness (Romans 3:25-26).
He commands His people to do all things for His glory (1 Corinthians 10:31).
He will send His Son a second time to receive the glory due Him (2 Thessalonians 1:9-10).
And in the end He will fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory (Habakkuk 2:14).
So our aim as God’s people should be to glorify God by loving Him above all, by loving one
another (the two Great Commandments), and by proclaiming the gospel among the nations (the
Great Commission) so that all peoples will glorify His great name.
2. The priests despised God’s name – The priests should have been good models for the people.
They were supposed to be the spiritual leaders of the nation. Their lives should have been
characterized by holiness, justice, and a zeal for God. But we see that their passion and zeal has
disappeared. Their service to God is just a job, a career. We see the evidence of this in the type
of offerings they make to God. Instead of offering the best of what they have, they made a habit
of giving the worst of what they had to God. It seems that they deluded themselves to think that
because they couldn't see God, He also couldn't see them or care about what they were doing.
When the Lord confronted them through Malachi, they didn’t get it: “How have we despised
Your name?” (1:6). “How have we defiled You?” (1:7). They looked at all their activities: they
were busy offering sacrifices and leading the people in worship. What was the problem? The
problem was that they were not doing what they did with a God-ward focus. They were not
offering their sacrifices to please the Lord. They were not focused on magnifying His name. In
fact, they were bored with the whole thing (1:13). Their attitude reflected their arrogance and
lack of reverence for God. They were going through the motions of worship, but their hearts
were not seeking to exalt and glorify God as He deserves.
Application: It’s really easy to be a Connection Group Leader, sing with the Praise Team, greet
people at the door, or pass out bulletins, all with wrong motives. If our hidden motive is to have
people think highly of us, our hearts are not right before God. Our attitude in all ministries
should always be, “Lord, this is an offering to please You and to magnify Your name!” Any
other focus dishonors God, whether we are aware of it or not. What are some modern-day
parallels of ways we may not honor God today? In what areas can we show honor and respect to
God by giving Him the very best?
3. My name will be great among the nations – Here we see a glimpse of God’s vision for the
nations, even in the Old Testament. Even though the Jews were His specially chosen people, He
still wanted people from all nations to know about Him. He planned for salvation to go around
the world. But the Jews were far from carrying out this purpose. Their people and their leaders
were not examples to follow.
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Application: You may be thinking, “Hey, I’m not Jewish, I’m not even a pastor or missionary!
I’m just a layman. How does this passage apply to me?” Here’s how: If God’s aim is that His
name will be great among the nations, and you are His blood-bought servant, shouldn’t His aim
be your aim? Shouldn’t pleasing Him be your daily desire (see 1:8, 9, 10)? Shouldn’t His
kingdom and glory be your passion?
Comedian Rodney Dangerfield is famous for his line, “I don’t get no respect.” But he stole that
line from the Lord! God says to His people, “If I am a father, where is My honor? If I am a
master, where is My respect?” Don’t give God the leftovers. Give Him the best you’ve got! His
name will be great among the nations. Make sure that He is great in your daily life.
What can you do to help see this vision accomplished? How do you need to start giving God
glory and honor in every area of your life? Write down at least one specific way you will honor
God this week.
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Malachi 2:1-9
October 17, 2021

Outline
I. The consequences of dishonoring God (1-3)
II. The example of honoring God (4-9)
Discussion Questions
l What is the commandment Malachi refers to in verse 1?
l Who is this message directed to?
l What did God want them to do (verse 2)? What does this teach us about God?
l Did they give God honor? What does this teach us about people?
l What were the consequences for dishonoring God?
l What does verse 3 mean?

Cross-References
Deuteronomy 6:5 – Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength.
1 Corinthians 6:20 – You were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.
Psalm 29:2 – Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of his
holiness.
Psalm 34:3 – Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together.
Psalm 57:5 – Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.
Psalm 71:8 – My mouth is filled with your praise, declaring your splendor all day long.
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Teaching Points
1. This commandment – This may refer to the whole message to the Jews from Malachi. The key
component of Malachi’s message was that they should honor God, which they were not doing.
2. O priests – The message was primarily for the priests. They were supposed to be the spiritual
leaders of the people. As such they were expected to set a good example. And because they were
the leaders, they were even more culpable than the rest of the Jews.
Imagine that a parent leaves one child in charge of the other children and then runs an errand for
a couple of hours. When he returns, the house is a disaster. The kids are running wildly around,
screaming, and throwing food all over the house. Glass is shattered. Furniture is broken. The
child left in charge has his headphones on listening to music with his feet up on the couch. Who
will the parent likely blame first? The parent would likely blame the one left in charge even
though the rest of the kids might be behaving even worse. He was the oldest and supposed to be
the most mature and therefore the majority of the blame will fall on him.
Before we jump into this chapter and all that it has to say to the priests of that day, we would do
well to remember that under the new covenant, all true believers in Jesus Christ are also priests
of God. A priest is someone who is qualified and commissioned to minister to God on behalf of
people, just as a prophet is someone who is qualified and commissioned to minister to people on
behalf of God. The prophet Malachi warned the priests of his day that they were guilty of going
about their duties in careless ways, and with ungodly attitudes, which did not meet God’s
requirements. In the New Testament, we are warned to not treat the blood of the Covenant as
something common by living just any old way we please. Paul wrote, “How can we who are
dead to sin, live in sin any longer?”
This passage focuses on the priests themselves, but also speaks to the guilty members of the
congregation to remind them that no matter what the priests said in their teaching, they were to
obey Scripture.
Application: Those who minister, that is, those who teach the Bible, whether pastors, teachers,
missionaries, or any others, must be very careful how they interpret and apply Scripture. And
those who hear the Scripture taught must study it to know if the message or lesson was true or
not. Today we are falling down on both counts and failing to give honor to God’s name.
In the Psalms David continually gives God glory.
Psalm 29:1-2 - Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.
Note that David says it is the glory "due His name." In other words, He deserves it. After Jesus
came and gave His life for us, we have even more reason to glorify God.
1 Corinthians 6:20 - For you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
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3. Here in Malachi, God gives the people of Israel a warning about what will happen if they don't
honor Him. With this warning, God is giving them another chance. He didn’t immediately send
punishment as soon as they stopped honoring Him. Instead, He warned them, reminded them,
pleaded with them. He gave them second and third chances to change their behavior. Note that
God doesn’t promise, nor is He required to give us multiple chances before judgment. Neither
does He always do this. But many times, He does do this because He is patient.
2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead
he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
The key lesson from verse 2 is simple: honor God from your heart.
Application: Write down how you plan to give God the honor He deserves this week.
4. I will send the curse upon you – The announcement is that God would send a curse on them if
they did not give glory to His name. This would be a curse on their blessings, something that
God said He had already begun to do.
If God cursed the blessings of the priest, it meant that He was rendering them unfit for ministry;
if He removed the blessings of priesthood from them, they would have no effective ministry even
though they might remain in office.
5. The consequences of disobedience – What did Malachi’s priests do to warrant this warning?
They did not give glory to God’s name. Malachi presents this idea in the form of a conditional
clause: “If you will not listen, if you will not take it to heart to give honor to my name.”
The verb “to hear” (shama’) has the meaning of respond to or obey. The priests heard the Word
of God read, but they were not truly hearing it. Jesus had to tell people that if they had ears to
hear, they should listen. This is the expected response. And if they do not listen, they will not
make a decision (“take it to heart”). He is talking about the faith commitment to do God’s will.
Dishonoring God’s name would not be tolerated. Even their descendants would be affected.
Although children are not directly punished for the sins of the parents, the sins of the parents do
indirectly affect them in many ways. Children would likely follow the example of their parents in
dishonoring God and therefore rightly deserve God’s rebuke. A spiritual leader of a nation, a
church, a fellowship, or a family is responsible for those under them. Their righteousness or sin
will have a profound impact on the whole group. Thus we are reminded again to take our
responsibility as leaders (whenever and wherever we do have leadership) seriously.
God gets pretty graphic by saying that He will spread refuse or dung on the faces of the priests
and cause them to be despised and abased in front of all the people. These proud priests were
trying to keep up their image as important and influential men. But God will expose them for
what they are, defiled and unclean. Whenever our sin gets exposed publicly, you know that we
didn’t just suddenly fall. God is exposing in public what has been going on behind the scenes for
a long time. “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will
incur a stricter judgment” (James 3:1)
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II. The example of honoring God (4-9)
Discussion Questions
l What commandment was sent to them?
l Who is Levi? What is the covenant with Levi?
l Who is him, them, him, and he referred to in verse 5?
l What kind of relationship did God have with the Levite priests?
l What kind of relationship did those priests have with the people?
l What was their role toward the people? What did they use their position for?
l How is our job similar or different from the role of a priest as seen in verses 6-7?
l How can we make sure that we keep faithfully fulfilling our role unlike the priests
Malachi is rebuking?
l What did Malachi have to say about how the priests were fulfilling their roles at that time?
l What kind of partiality may they have been showing?
l How was God disciplining them?

Cross-References
Numbers 18:5 – You are to be responsible for the care of the sanctuary and the altar, so that my
wrath will not fall on the Israelites again.
Ezekiel 22:26 – Her priests do violence to my law and profane my holy things; they do not
distinguish between the holy and the common; they teach that there is no difference between the
unclean and the clean; and they shut their eyes to the keeping of my Sabbaths, so that I am
profaned among them.
Numbers 18:7 – But only you and your sons may serve as priests in connection with everything
at the altar and inside the curtain. I am giving you the service of the priesthood as a gift. Anyone
else who comes near the sanctuary is to be put to death.
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1 Peter 2:9 – But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.

Teaching Points
1. That My covenant may stand – God wanted to continue His covenant. He didn’t want to sever
fellowship with the priests. In order to continue that covenant, He might need to make an
example of the unrighteous priests who were tarnishing His name and that of the priesthood.
2. The early priests (illustrated by the name Levi) did not just teach the truth, they lived it. They
walked with God in peace and uprightness. “To walk” is a metaphor for the activities of life and
conduct. To walk “with God” means to live one’s life in accordance with the will of God. That
would be characterized by “peace” and “uprightness.” To walk with God, one has to be at peace
with God; and to be at peace with God one has to be upright. So the prophet is affirming that
God gave the covenant to the Levites, and they were faithful in teaching the truth and living it
out before the people. And to no surprise, the faithful teaching and the obedient life of the priests
had caused many people to turn away from iniquity. The ministry had results--people changed to
follow the Lord. They put away their iniquity and followed after righteousness.
Application: Today’s world is in great need of this type of spiritual leader. Evil is being
celebrated as good. Good is being derided as evil. Culture and popular opinion slips farther and
farther from God’s Word. We need to stand strong as a light, giving God’s message of truth to
whoever will hear it. This message must not be watered down or changed to fit with changing
times because God’s Word never changes.
3. Verse 8 – Completely abandoning their God-given responsibility as the spiritual leaders of the
people, the priests instead were the cause of stumbling for their people. It was their horrid
example which spurred the people on to sin more and more. A leader should make people
uncomfortable to sin, not enable them to do it.
Matthew 18:6 - But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be
better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck.
Do not become a cause of stumbling for others. Instead use your influence to keep people from
stumbling.
4. Verse 9 – Disobedience brought about God’s judgment. We do not know exactly how, but
God brought those leaders down low before all the people.
Application: How can we know when we are in balance on the matter of God’s love and fearing
Him?
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Malachi 2:10-17
October 24, 2021

Outline
I. Rebuke for their treachery (10-17)
Discussion Questions
l Who do you think is talking in verse 10?
l How were the Jews treating each other?
l How had the people corrupted themselves (verse 11)?
l What does verse 12 mean?
l How did the people feel about God's rejection (verse 13)?
l Why was God rejecting their offering?
l What does this teach us about people? What does this teach us about God?
l What were the people sorry about? Were they truly repentant? Why or why not?
l What does this teach us about marriage?
l How does God view marriage? What is marriage (a covenant before God?) What does the
word “treachery” mean? Why is this used to describe divorce? How is this different from
how the world views divorce?
l Who will not treat their wife like this (the one who has a remnant of the Spirit?)
l What kind of wrong ideas had they been spouting?
l How do Christians today weary God with their words?
l What do you think God wants to hear us talking about?
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l What lessons can we learn from this passage? How can you apply what you have learned?

Cross-References
Psalm 105:8-11 – He remembers his covenant forever, the promise he made, for a thousand
generations, the covenant he made with Abraham, the oath he swore to Isaac. He confirmed it to
Jacob as a decree, to Israel as an everlasting covenant: “To you I will give the land of Canaan
as the portion you will inherit.”
Hebrews 6:18 – God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for
God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged.
Matthew 26:28 – This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins.
Jeremiah 33:21 – Then my covenant with David my servant—and my covenant with the Levites
who are priests ministering before me—can be broken and David will no longer have a
descendant to reign on his throne.
Proverbs 5:18 – May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth.
Hebrews 13:4 – Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God
will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.
Colossians 3:19 – Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.

Teaching Points
After addressing the priests in the first part of chapter 2, Malachi now turns to the people as a
whole. And again, keeping in mind that God loves them and wants what is best for them,
Malachi rebukes the people – this time not so much about their religion, but instead about their
relationships with each other.
1. Verse 10 –The Jews were God’s chosen people. God was their father. And yet as we saw in
Malachi 1:6, they did not honor God as their father. Neither did they respect or treat their
brothers rightly. Their actions tempted their brothers, ensnaring them, and causing them to
stumble. The people of Israel failed to understand that their relationship with God could never be
all that God intended for it to be when they were breaking the covenants they had with their
fellow Israelites. By being faithless to their brothers and sisters, who were also part of the
covenant, they were failing to value these people the same way that God valued them. And in
doing so, they were not only being faithless to other people, they were being faithless to God.
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2. Verses 11-12 – The most grievous way they had been faithless to each other and to God was in
their marriages. Malachi uses the example of what was going on with marriages within their
community to illustrate how the people had been faithless to each other and to God.
There were two related issues when it came to their marriages.
First, the men of Israel were taking foreign wives. Now the problem here was not one of
interracial marriage, but rather one of interfaith marriages. The command from God was clear.
God told them not to do this because He knew it would lead them astray.
Deuteronomy 7:3 - You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or
taking their daughters for your sons.
The second issue was related to this first one. In order to marry these foreign women, the
Israelite men were divorcing their Israelite wives, apparently in order to marry younger foreign
women.
In God’s eyes, marriage is a three-party covenant among the husband, wife and God. Malachi
emphasizes that idea here by reminding the people that it is God who has made the two one in
marriage. But instead of viewing marriage as a covenant, the people were basing everything they
did on their feelings and emotions and they completely disregarded any sense of covenant.
3. You cover the altar with tears – The Jews were sorry that God didn’t accept their offering
(much like Cain in Genesis 4). It’s not that they were apathetic to God, they just wanted Him to
be happy with them. But their sorrow did not lead to true repentance. They wanted the blessings
and joy and approval from God but weren’t willing to put Him first in their life so that they could
get those things. Remember that God blessed those who obeyed Him in the Old Testament. Here
they wanted God’s blessings, but without the obedience.
Imagine a young man who “falls in love” with a young a woman. He desperately asks for his
parents’ approval. They do not approve. So he pleads with them. He cries. He weeps. He begs.
He truly feels sad that his parents do not support him. It affects his mood and emotions. It even
robs him of joy. Yet he still does not give up the girl. He wants both his parents’ approval and he
wants the girl. He just wants the girl more. He needs to learn the lesson that he can’t have both.
If you are seeking something for yourself outside of God’s will, you cannot have it and God’s
approval. The only way to get what you want and what God wants is to want what God wants.
Psalm 37:4 - Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
They were not delighting themselves in the Lord. Are you? Which is more important to you,
getting what you want or God’s approval?
4. Verse 14 – Here we learn a few important lessons about marriage:
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l The wife of your youth – Men are to treasure their wife their whole lives and not trade
them in for a new model when they begin to age.
l The wife of your youth – The world says you have to wait longer and longer to get
married. This is an extra-biblical concept. There is nothing inherently wrong with getting
married early.
l You have dealt treacherously – Unfaithfulness is treacherous. It is a betrayal. It is sinful. It
is not acceptable in any way, shape, or form. Treachery and betrayal are hurtful. It is selfish.
As believers, we should honorably keep our vows, not treacherously break them.
l She is your companion – This Old Testament passage greatly elevates women beyond
how they were treated at the time. They are not property. They are not inferior. A wife is a
companion. A companion is an equal peer to share life with. Treat your spouse as a
companion. Share your life with them. Communicate with them on a deep level. Spend
quality time together. Pursue mutual hobbies. Share every part of your lives. Marriage is not
a financial partnership or just a means to having children. Marriage is not two single people
sharing a house. It is supposed to be a lifelong companionship. Be a companion for your
spouse and treat him/her like one. How can you improve in this area?
l Your wife by covenant – And this is what marriage is. It is a covenant. It is a covenant in
front of God. A covenant is a promise, a contract. It is an agreement in front of God. What
did you commit to when you married? Are you fulfilling that agreement? How can you do
even better?
5. Verse 15 – What does this mean? It seems this means that those who are following the Spirit
will not deal treacherously with the wife of his youth. In other words, those who are following
God will not treat their wives in this way. Divorce and unfaithfulness is a very clear sign that the
culprit is sinning and separated from active fellowship with God. And this is where the church
often goes awry by not adequately dealing with so called Christians who commit this treachery.
6. Verse 16 – The NASB Bible begins this verse with these words, “For I hate divorce,” says
the Lord, the God of Israel.” What more needs to be said? You can justify it, excuse it, minimize
it all you like. None of that changes the fact that God hates divorce. It is not His design. It is not
His plan. It is not His will. It is treachery against God in front of whom the vows of marriage are
made. It is treachery against the spouse. It is a terrible testimony to the world. It hurts the
children. It hurts both husband and wife. It tarnishes the name of Christ.
Application: Each one of us must again and again renew our commitment before God not only
to “not get divorced,” but to truly honor God with our marriages and use our influence among
our friends and relatives to encourage them to honor God with their marriages. Marriage has
never in the history of the world been under as much attack as it is today. Satan is winning the
battle around the world. Do not give him one inch of victory in your marriage.
However, believers need to aim much higher than just “not getting divorced." Is “not getting a
divorce" an acceptable goal? Is that all we want out of our marriages? Many couples share the
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same roof, but are distant emotionally, spiritually, and physically. This is not God's desire for
marriage. Is your marriage the best that it can be? Don’t be satisfied with a marriage that scores a
5 out of 10 or an 8 out of 10. Make it better. The marriage relationship is work. A good
relationship doesn’t come naturally or easily.
7. Verse 17 – The first complaint is that immoral people seem to be blessed. This makes the
mistake of comparing people to people, rather than comparing people to God. By His standards,
everyone is wicked (Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:10). The other problem with this is perspective,
which is the specific answer given in the following verses. God will judge all sin, no exceptions
(Revelation 20:11–15). The wicked aren't "getting away" with anything.
The second complaint actually accuses God of moral failure. If God really is "just," the thought
goes, He would be doing more to combat evil in the world. This makes the assumption that God
has done nothing, or that He is not acting to combat evil now. Both are false. Worse, this is a
dangerous suggestion to make. Asking God to be more proactive about sin puts us in the
crosshairs as well. Those who ask God to be tougher on sin should be careful what they wish for.
Application: It is not enough to not speak wearisome words. Believers should be using our
speech to bring honor to God. How can you use your words to honor God in front of the
unbelievers around you?
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Malachi 3:1-7
October 31, 2021

Outline
I. John the Baptist's coming predicted (1-7)

Discussion Questions
l

Who does “My messenger” refer to?

l

What was he going to do?

l

Who is the Lord? What does this tell us about the Messiah?

l Who is the messenger of the covenant? What is the covenant He would be a messenger
of?
l What would the Messiah do when He appears? Do you think this refers to the first or
second coming or both?
l

What is a refiner's fire?

l

What did the Messiah desire to do with His people and His leaders?

l

How can we let Him refine us?

l

What kind of offering may be pleasing to Him?

l

What does verse 6 mean? How can this verse comfort or reassure us?

l

Who left who? God left the people or the people left God?

l

What does verse 7 teach us about God's character?
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Cross-References
John 3:17 - For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through him.
John 1:23 – John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’ ”
Zechariah 13:9 – This third I will put into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like
gold. They will call on my name and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are my people,’ and
they will say, ‘The Lord is our God.’ ”
Isaiah 48:10 – See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of
affliction.
Job 23:10 – But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold.
Psalm 66:10 – For you, God, tested us; you refined us like silver.
1 Peter 1:7 – These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed.

Teaching Points
1. My messenger – This most likely refers to John the Baptist. John even recites a similar Old
Testament passage and claims to have fulfilled it.
Recited from Isaiah 40:3 in John 1:23 - He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said.”
John was a little bit older than Jesus and started his ministry several years before Jesus did. The
main thrust of his ministry was to encourage people to repent and prepare themselves for the
coming Messiah.
John 1:29 - The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!
John, as God’s messenger, declares that Jesus is that Savior who will take away the sins of the
world. Finally, John laid down his life as a martyr.
The lesson from John’s life is the same as taught in Malachi. We have been learning in the first
two chapters that we should give God the honor He deserves. He is worthy of glory and honor.
Our offerings and our very lives should reflect that truth. John lived this out. He said that Jesus’
ministry must increase while his own must decrease (John 3:30). He wasn’t seeking glory for
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himself, but freely pointed people to Christ. While we are not "the" messenger coming before the
Messiah, we are still His messengers to the world. And our job is ultimately the same as John’s,
to point people to Christ.
Application: Are you pointing people to Christ or to yourself? Are you willing to decrease so
that He can increase?
2. The Lord will suddenly come to His temple – The Messiah is who they had been waiting for.
It was believed that He would make everything better. They believed He would bring prosperity
and save them from whatever troubles they faced. In verse 2 we will see that His coming is not
all as rosy as they thought. It would be sudden, which shows that it would be somewhat
unexpected. These verses (especially verse 2) seem to refer to Jesus’ second coming rather than
His first coming. But when He came the first time, He did fulfill the part about being a
“messenger of the covenant” already. Jesus was a messenger of the New Covenant.
Matthew 26:28 - For this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins.
3. Who can endure the day of His coming? – Malachi makes it clear that the Messiah was
coming as a judge. It was a warning to the Jews to get their act together. Of course we know that
by our own merit no one can stand before Him. But thanks to Christ’s sacrifice for us, we can
stand. It is because of what He has done for us, not by our own merit.
4. He is like a refiner’s fire – Ever heard of the song “refiner’s fire?”
Purify my heart
Let me be as gold and precious silver
Purify my heart
Let me be as gold, pure gold
Refiner's fire
My heart's one desire
Is to be holy
Set apart for You, Lord
I choose to be holy
Set apart for You, my Master
Ready to do Your will
Purify my heart
Cleanse me from within
And make me holy
This song is based on passages like this. In the time of Malachi, the Levites were corrupt. Their
hearts were not sincere. They were selfish and dishonored God. God wanted to purify them.
49

It is a common theme in biblical prophecy that the Lord will cleanse Israel from its sin so that
those still alive after the wrath on earth will come to faith in the Messiah and will once again be a
holy nation and a kingdom of priests. This is the major theme in the Book of Zechariah,
especially in chapter 3, which tells how the Lord will clean up the priesthood by the sacrifice of
the Messiah (using the images of the Branch and the Stone). The divine judgments at the end of
the age, many of which are detailed in the Book of Revelation, will be designed to bring Israel to
its knees and to its Messiah. The reference in Malachi is not to any time that the Lord purifies his
people--it is the coming day of judgment.
Though being refined by fire would not be comfortable, they should take this promise as a
comfort. God did not abandon them. When they rejected Him, He didn’t reject them. Instead, He
keeps working with them. He uses events and persecution to clean them until their hearts return
to Him once again. Throughout this process He shows His patience, compassion, and grace.
After all, He had made a covenant with them. Even though they didn’t fulfill their part of it, He
would still fulfill His part. When they are faithless, He remained faithful.
Application: In this passage we see that God will purify the sons of Levi. How about you?
When is a time when God has used "fire" to refine you? Can you give any examples?
We also need refining. The good news for us is that just like God didn’t abandon the Jews when
they sinned, He will not abandon us either. He wants to purify us. He wants to cleanse us. He
may also use the trials and difficulties in our lives to teach us about His character and to shape
our character. What event or person in your life do you think God is using to shape your
character?
A fire is hot. It will not be comfortable for us. But it will be good for us. Logic would tell us that
the sooner we allow those impurities to be sifted out, the sooner we can be taken out of the fire.
5. Their offering will once again please God Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and
as in former years.
Here we see Malachi return back to the problem we saw in chapter 1. In chapter 1 we learned
that their offerings were an insult to God. They were giving the lame and the blind to Him,
showing that their hearts were not in it. One day things will change. Their offerings, though
outward actions of devotion, would reflect a changed and purified hart.
6. Verse 5 – When the Messiah comes some people will have been purified, but those who had
not yet been purified will be judged. What is the difference? The people who are purified were
willing to be changed. They allowed those impurities to be taken away. They allowed themselves
to be cleansed. They listened to the message of the New Covenant and accepted it.
But in verse 5 we see not everyone does. Many will not listen or repent. Instead, they will
continue stubbornly and pridefully in their sin. What is the result? Those who have not repented
will be judged. Malachi specifically calls out adulterers, sorcerers, liars, and those who defraud.
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We see in their actions that they don’t fear God. If they feared God, then they would have
repented.
The person who doesn’t fear God continues sinning, believing he will never be punished for it.
But God has the last word. He sees all and knows all.
Proverbs 9:10 - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy
One is understanding.
Fear of God is necessary and is the first step in wisely heeding God's warnings and repenting of
sins.
Will you be one of the people in verse 5 who is judged for their rebellion and lack of fear to
God? Or will you be one of the people in verses 3-4 who are purified by Him?
7. Verse 6 – I do not change – Here is the reason that God did not reject them. He had made a
covenant with them. He had chosen them as His special people. This choice was made when they
didn’t deserve it. It was made with full knowledge that they were sinners and that they would
rebel against Him many times. He made this choice by the act of His own will. Because this
choice did not originally depend on them, their behavior would not change His mind. God's
character is unchangeable, and His love is unconditional. He will fulfill His promises.
Application: This is the same reason that believers who have received salvation have eternal
security. God chose to save us in spite of our sin even when we did not deserve it (Romans 5:8).
He knew who we were and still offered His grace and forgiveness. Even if after believing in
Christ you stumble and fall into sin, God will not cast you out because He doesn’t change. His
Word doesn’t fail. His promises are sure (John 10:27-30).
8. Verse 7 – For much of Israel’s history they did not have a good relationship with God. Far
from God, they were often recipients of His discipline. But here we see that this was not God’s
choice. He did not leave them. It was they who left Him. We see God’s grace, patience, and
faithfulness. He is like the prodigal son’s father, always waiting to joyfully welcome His son to
return again.
2 Timothy 2:13 - If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself.
Application: Do you feel that God is distant? If so, it is not because He left you, but it is because
sin in your life has caused you to drift away from Him. The choice before you is simple. Return
to Him and He will return to you. That requires confession of sin and repentance. Notice that the
following verses detail some of the ways they had turned away from God. They could always
come back to God, but that would require admitting their sin and changing their ways.
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Malachi 3:8-11
November 7, 2021

Outline
I. Robbing God (8-11)

Discussion Questions
l How can someone rob God? What does this principle teach us about God? About
people? About money?
l Is there a difference between tithes and offerings?
l

What does it mean to bring the whole tithe into the storehouse?

l Some pastors have used this verse to say that a person's entire tithe should be given to
their local church. Do you agree or disagree? Why?
l What does God promise to the Jews who do this? Do you think this promise applies to
us? Will God bless us if we give Him our tithes/offerings?
l

What is the devourer? Why would the devourer come?

l

What principles can we learn from this passage to apply to our use of money today?

l

Are there any New Testament verses which can give additional insight on this?

l

What do you need to do to obey what we have learned in this passage?

Cross-References on Giving
2 Corinthians 9:6-7 - Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.

52

Matthew 6:2-4 - So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you.
1 Timothy 5:18 – For Scripture says, "Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,"
and“The worker deserves his wages.”
Proverbs 19:17 - Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward them for
what they have done.
1 Corinthians 16:2 - On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of
money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to
be made.
Philippians 4:19 - And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in
Christ Jesus.
Romans 3:31 – Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.
Romans 10:15 – And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

Teaching Points
1. Will a man rob God? – It’s here that the prophet asks a really pointed question: “Will man rob
God? Yet you are robbing me” (Malachi 3:8b). You can feel his finger being pushed into your
chest. He’s all up in your face. Malachi’s message was direct. Hebrew experts have puzzled over
God’s choice of words here because the word “rob” here is a very rare word. It’s not at all the
normal Hebrew word for robbery, which, of course, would just mean to take something that’s not
yours. Instead, the word used here in the middle of verse 8 is a word that means to pillage,
plunder, and oppress. This word is robbing but it’s robbing with force. It gives a vivid picture,
doesn’t it?
Years ago, a piece of electronic equipment was stolen from our church. When I learned about it,
I prayed for the thief but also felt sick to my stomach. It weighed on me. How could someone
rob God this way? What must the condition of one’s soul and spirit be to do such a thing? But
God says, “A lot more people do this than you think.”
Characteristic of Malachi’s message, the people ask, “How have we robbed you?” in the middle
of verse 8. God comes back to this effect, “I’m talking about your lack of generosity with your
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money. I’m talking about the fact you hold on to too much of it and you spend too much on
yourself and you don’t give enough away.”
God loves when His people are generous because we are never more like our Father when we are
generous with others.
Every parent has experienced something like what I’m about to tell you. You take your child to
McDonald’s because of the food and the playground. I can remember doing this kind of thing
with all three of our kids. So you ordered your food and you’d look across the table and there
you would see your child’s fries. Now, everyone knows a stolen French fry is the best tasting
one, right? So you reach over to grab a fry when a little hand pushes you back and says, “No,
those are mine.” And you think, “Wait a minute! I was just at the cash register and junior didn’t
go for his wallet to pay, did he? I paid for those French fries! And now, he’s saying, ‘Back off!
Those are mine.’”
Over in 1 Chronicles 28–29, King David and the children of Israel raise a bunch of money to
build a temple in Jerusalem. Then David prays over the offering like a preacher would in church.
At one point David prays to God and says something like this, “Everything in heaven and earth is
yours, Lord. Wealth and honor come from you. Everything comes from you, and we have only
given you what comes from your hand.” David is saying that giving is really returning what God
gives to us back to God.
Leviticus 27:30-34 - “‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit
from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. Whoever would redeem any of their
tithe must add a fifth of the value to it. Every tithe of the herd and flock—every tenth animal that
passes under the shepherd’s rod—will be holy to the Lord. No one may pick out the good from
the bad or make any substitution. If anyone does make a substitution, both the animal and its
substitute become holy and cannot be redeemed.’” These are the commands the Lord gave
Moses at Mount Sinai for the Israelites.
In verse 7 we have seen that the people were distant from God. One reason is because they
disobeyed God by selfishly and greedily refusing to give their tithes and offerings. From chapter
one we see that when they did give, they gave the worst of what they had, the blind and lame,
which was a direct insult to God. The Bible tells us the tithe was given to support the temple
(equivalent to the NT church, the poor (Leviticus 27:30-33; Deuteronomy 14:22-29), and to
support the priests. Again, your tithe should go to support your home church, the poor, and the
ministers and missionaries.
Application: This is the elephant in the room for too many Christians. It’s the idea that tithing is
an Old Testament idea and not a part of the New Covenant. They claim that to tithe is being
legalistic and besides, it’s not even required in these New Testament days. But this is the wrong
perspective on tithing. In fact, the Old Testament also commands us not to kill, commit adultery,
and steal. Now since that’s Old Testament law, do you think we are free to do those things? You
see my point.
So here’s the question. Does Jesus expect us to tithe?
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Jesus never abolished the tithe. Jesus never said, “You have heard, ‘Bring the full tithe into the
storehouse’ but I say to you 5% will do.” In fact, what you do read is the following: “Woe to
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected
the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have
done, without neglecting the others” (Matthew 23:23). In essence, Jesus is not letting them off
the hook because they gave their required 10 percent. He said they should have done even more.
There’s no competition between tithing in the Old Testament and giving in the New Testament.
Here are a few relevant Scriptures to guide us in our giving:
First, “On the first day of the week each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he
may prosper” (1 Corinthians 16:2).
Second, “they gave according to their means and beyond their means of their own accord.’ (2
Corinthians 8:3)
And third, “Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).
And finally, “God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may
always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work” (2
Corinthians 9:8).
The New Testament speaks of five habits of how God’s people handle their money: give
cheerfully, give regularly, give proportionately, give generously, and lastly, give sacrificially.
Again, Christ’s followers give cheerfully, give regularly, give proportionately, give generously,
and lastly give sacrificially.
2. You are cursed with a curse – In the Old Testament the Israelites were cursed when they
disobeyed God and blessed when they obeyed God. God does not necessarily give us physical
blessings for our obedience like He did them. But He does bless us spiritually when we obey. We
should also understand that disobedience always comes with negative consequences.
3. Bring the whole tithe into My storehouse…I will open the windows of heaven for you – This
is one of the more popular Scriptures cited by the so-called "Prosperity Gospel." This verse, in
no sense, implies a guarantee from God that those who donate to His cause will be materially
blessed. The general principle is sound: we ought to work for the will of God rather than for our
own ends (Matthew 6:19–20; 2 Corinthians 9:6–12). However, God does not guarantee wealth or
success to the Christian believer, under any circumstances.
This promise reflects back to Deuteronomy 28. In that passage, God describes a series of
blessings (for obedience) and curses (for failure) tied to Israel's faithfulness to their covenant
with Him. Ancient agriculture was particularly vulnerable to insects and other natural dangers; so
the pledge made over verses 10 and 11 seems to relate specifically to keeping such harms at bay.
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The "storehouse" most likely means a particular area of the temple used to house tithed grain and
other resources (Nehemiah 10:38).
We should be careful to note how God dealt with the Israelites in the Old Testament is different
than how He deals with us. He blessed them materially when they obeyed Him. In the New
Testament God does not promise to make us prosperous if we give to Him. Some pastors might
make outrageous claims that if you give $10 to God, He will give $1000 back to you. What they
really want is your money.
Let me be clear. God never promises to make Christians rich no matter how much we give! Be
very wary around any religious leaders who make claims such as these.
Nonetheless, God is able to take care of us and provide for our needs when we give Him a
portion of our income. He works in mysterious and marvelous ways. Trust God. He is not limited
by the size of your bank account.
If you have faith in God and allow that faith to direct how you use your money, you will also be
amazed. Basically, in this verse God says, “give Me a chance!” He wants us to give Him a
chance to show His power and His care for us. If we hang on to our money and trust in ourselves,
we are also robbing God of a chance to bless us like He wants to.
Philippians 4:19 - And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory
in Christ Jesus.
4. The devourer – What an interesting verse! Those who stingily hang on to their money,
depending on it as if it was their god, may face a devourer. This is a divine curse. When God sets
the devourer on you, it is as if nothing goes right. At that time, it might have shown itself in
destroyed crops and poor harvests. Today the "devourer" may inflict many expenses on your
family like a car that breaks down, a kid who has to make an emergency dentist trip, a broken
bone, and various other surprise and sudden expenses. A trial should not be assumed to always
be a manifestation of God's discipline. But it is possible that it is. He does sometimes use these
things to discipline us for our love of money and lack of faith in Him.
Application: What can we learn from this passage? What do you need to do to change your use
of or your view of money? How will you apply what you have learned about giving today?
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Malachi 3:13-15
November 14, 2021
Outline
I. What is the profit in serving God? (13-15)

Discussion Questions
l What attitude do these verses reveal about the people?
l What motivation did they have for serving God?
l Have you seen the same type of attitude by many people today?
l Is it beneficial to serve God? How?

Teaching Points
1. Your words have been hard against Me – Pride is one of our most natural sins. It was the sin
of Satan when he rebelled against God. And people have carried on the tradition. What are some
ways in which people act pridefully against the Lord these days?
l People refuse to acknowledge God.
l People try to make God into their own image.
l People equate their own opinions or traditions with Scripture.
l People exalt evil as good and claim that good is evil.
l People say, “I believe in myself.”
l People take full credit for their own successes in life, when these are a gift from God.
These people were sitting in judgement of God, rather than submitting to His dealings with them.
They grumbled against God, complaining that there is no reward for serving Him; you may as
well be an arrogant, wicked person who tests God and escapes. Whenever we grumble about our
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circumstances or the wrong treatment that we have received, we are really elevating ourselves
above God. We are saying, in effect, “God, I could run this universe better than You are running
it! I’m just trying to serve You, and all I get is unfair treatment and trouble. But the guy who
arrogantly defies You is living a happy life. I’d fix this problem if I were in charge!”
Application: We should serve God because He notices and cares deeply for all who serve Him.
As Paul exhorts us from his prison cell,
“Do all things without grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless
and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:15).
2. Yet you say, “What have we spoken against You?” – Many times our go-to move when we are
criticized or accused is to deny and deflect. This is yet another example of pride. And this
response demonstrated once again that the people were in fact arrogant just as God said.
What should they have said when God told them about their arrogance?
Instead of denying it, they should have humbly taken responsibility and admitted their sin. True
confession does not blame others, make excuses, cover or deny sin, or minimize sin. If we are
truly humble, we will listen to others when they share with us how we need to improve, whether
it is academically, in ministry, in our marriages, or in our spiritual life. (For more on pride, see
Proverbs 12:15, 15:31-32, 19:20.)
How do you respond when people rebuke you or give you suggestions? Are you open and
teachable? Or are you close-minded and believe that your own way is always right?
3. Verse 14 – The people were so discouraged in their spiritual walks that they believed it was
useless to serve God. They just didn’t see the point in even going through the motions anymore
because it wasn’t paying off. When they didn’t get the benefit they had hoped for, they quickly
lost heart.
Basically, they were fulfilling the outward regulations of the law – eating what they should and
shouldn’t, performing the proper sacrifices at the right time, not working on the Sabbath, and so
on. But their goal is totally self-centered: “What can I get out of God for myself? What’s in it for
me?” “I’ll serve God and repent but there better be a good payoff!” And this reveals that their
works and their repentance were not genuine in the first place. They are serving God not because
He is worthy. Not because He is deserving of it. Not because He is God. But because He can
give them what they need and what can make them happy. In other words, the universe is
centered not around God but around them and their happiness. The same is the statement about
repentance (walking as in mourning). They were going around in sackcloth and ashes. NOT
because they regretted their behavior and lifestyle. BUT because they can get something from
God from repenting and by being religious.
Application: Be careful here! The flesh is inclined to self-pity, self-focus, and self-centeredness,
and the world feeds this. If there’s nothing in it for you, why do it? If the church isn’t meeting
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your needs, bail out. You deserve some happiness. You can’t worry about the needs of others!
God understands. Your needs come first!
Self-centered people don’t last long in serving God.
4. Verse 15 – The people’s arrogance was growing even more. In their hearts they exalted the
arrogant one who could stand up to God and escape without punishment.
These people had focused on the seeming prosperity of the wicked, but had lost the eternal
perspective. For a while the wicked may appear to prosper (See Psalm 73:12 and 37:1-20). For
example, because they didn’t offer the best to God, they may become richer in the short term. If
they spend more time working their farms or pursuing their career instead of God, then they may
achieve more material prosperity in the short term. What they failed to understand is that no one
escapes God forever. Each person will one day have to answer to God for their deeds. There will
be a day of reckoning. And on that day no one will escape. Only the person whose sin has been
washed away by the blood of the Lamb of God can stand up before God.
Application: Asaph wrote about this in Psalm 73. He contrasted the prosperity of the wicked
with his own trials and concluded that he was following God in vain. This was troublesome in
his sight until he went into the sanctuary of God. There he considered the end of the wicked and
the reward of the righteous. I encourage you to meditate on that Psalm whenever you’re tempted
in this manner.
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Malachi 3:16-4:6
November 21, 2021
Outline
I. The Book of Remembrance (3:16-18)
II. The Day of the Lord (4:1-6)

I. The Book of Remembrance (3:16-18)
Discussion Questions
l What does verse 16 mean?
l What may the people who feared the Lord have been concerned about?
l What was done to allay their concerns?
l What is the book of remembrance? What is the purpose of it?
l Who is “they” in verse 17?
l What encouragement did Malachi offer to those who feared the Lord?
l What encouragement is there for us in these verses?

Teaching Points
1. Then those who feared the Lord spoke together – Much of this book has been rebukes aimed
at the wicked and warnings about future judgment. The nation as a whole was not honoring the
Lord from their hearts, but instead hypocritically practicing external rituals without the proper
motivation. But not every person in the nation was like that. There were some who genuinely
feared the Lord. They have been broken by the Law. They know the power and might of God
and His righteousness. They are not serving to glorify their own names but the name of the Lord.
These people talked together after they heard some of Malachi's message.
While this verse doesn't specifically mention what they talked about, we can make a reasonable
guess based on the context. Notice the different use of their tongue than the first group. Here
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they apparently used their tongue in a righteous way because the Lord hears them and loves what
they are saying.
They could have been speaking of God in great words – esteeming His Name - praising God to
one another!
They could have been confessing their sins and trust in the Lord as they return to him.
They could have been defending God’s righteousness to the rest of the people giving testimony.
They could have been ministering to each other in words.
Application: The point is that these people used their God given voices to bring glory to God.
Friends, we need to do that more often. Certainly we do that on Sunday morning but what about
during the rest of the week? Is the Lord on your lips Monday through Saturday? Are you
pointing to the Savior? Are you giving Him glory in the midst of others?
2. In the following verses God wants to reassure the people of His love and care for them and to
tell them that they will not be judged together with the wicked. Therefore, it is likely that the
righteous people feared that God's judgment might include them and they would be swept away
along with the wicked.
The Lord gave attention and heard it – Here is a word of comfort for those who feared the Lord
both then and now. God has not forgotten you. God has not abandoned you. God will not judge
you for the sins of your neighbor. No matter how dark it gets, He still sees you. No matter how
confused things are around you, He still hears you.
In this passage we learn that a book of remembrance was written for those who fear the Lord. It
is likely that their names and even their deeds were recorded in this book as a guarantee that God
would never forget them. This concept is similar to that in the book of Esther where we learn that
the king was reading a similar book on a sleepless night and was reminded of what Mordecai had
done for the kingdom. God is omniscient and never forgets. Yet to our minds the book of
remembrance is an added assurance that we are valued in God's sight and that nothing we do for
Him will be forgotten.
3. They will be Mine – Here is another added comfort for the people. God viewed them as His
own. They were His people. He would take care of them just as a father takes care of a son. He
was going to spare them, not judge them.
Application: Do you ever ask yourself, “Why do I bother trying to do the right thing”? “Why
should I try to be without sin when God forgives me of my sin? Let me give you the short
answer: It’s because God loves you. You are God’s treasured possession. Notice that I said
possession. If you are a Christian, then God owns you; but instead of treating you as a slave,
Jesus treats you as a friend. You should want to please God with the way you do everything.
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4. Righteous distinguished from the wicked – Throughout the Bible we see that God does indeed
distinguish between the two. He took pleasure in Abel's sacrifice, but not Cain's. He saved Noah
and his family, but not the rest of the world. He saved Lot and his family after Abraham argued
with God about sweeping away the righteous together with the wicked. He made a distinction
between the Jews and the Egyptians when sending the plagues in Exodus. He blessed David
while cursing Saul. The list goes on and on.
It wouldn't be accurate to say that God always saves the righteous from troubles in the world, but
history certainly shows that He treats the two groups differently. And of course we know that
finally whatever happens on earth, the wicked will be punished while the righteous (made so by
Him) will be spared.
Going back to verse fourteen, we see the question about “what profit” there is in serving God.
Here at the end of this chapter we see that there is indeed a great profit in serving God. If we
believe and follow Him, we will receive His mercy instead of His judgment.

II. The Day of the Lord (4:1-6)
Discussion Questions
l

What “day” is referred to in 4:1?

l

What will happen then? To the wicked? To the righteous?

l

What final reminders did Malachi give?

l Has Elijah come yet? Are there any other verses which could shed light on this
character?
l What will happen when Elijah comes? Did this happen at Jesus' first coming or when
John the Baptist ministered?

Cross-References
Matthew 10:34-36 – “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not
come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn “ ‘a man against his father, a
daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— a man’s enemies
will be the members of his own household.’
Revelation 11:1-3 – I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, “Go and measure the
temple of God and the altar, with its worshipers. But exclude the outer court; do not measure it,
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because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months. And I
will appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.”

Teaching Points
1. The wicked will be judged – Judgment of the wicked is one of the key themes throughout the
prophets and indeed throughout the whole Bible. What passages can you think of which talk
about the judgment of the wicked? Psalms 1 is one such passage which shows the difference
between the righteous and the wicked. The righteous will be like a tree firmly planted by water,
but the wicked are like chaff.
Sinful people think that God is far away and that they will never be caught or punished for their
sins. But their fate is certain. Though they do not see God, He is there, nonetheless. His holiness
demands that their sinful deeds be punished.
2. The sun of righteousness will rise on those who fear Him – Once again we see the distinction
between how God treats the righteous and the wicked. Would you rather be one of the people in
verse 2 or verse 1? Obviously verse 2 sounds a lot better. And yet many people, even many
people who have been taught about God and about His judgment, still continue doing evil. Why?
3. Remember the law – The entire book of Malachi shows us a covenant-keeping God who still
loves and pursues His people even though they have not remained faithful to Him. So it’s not
surprising that the final command in the book is a command to remember the law of Moses,
which the people no longer observed. But the word “remember” conveys much more than just
mental recognition.
Application: There is no mistaking here that the purpose of remembering the law is so that
God’s people can put it into practice. That principle is certainly just as applicable to us today as
New Testament Christians as it was to the Israelites of Malachi’s day. As we know, keeping
God’s law is not a requirement for salvation – which cannot be earned but is completely an act of
God’s grace – but it should be a result of that salvation. As we read the Scriptures, we are not
only exposed to God’s law so that we can know and understand what that law is, but we also
read the historical accounts that demonstrate the blessings of obedience and the curse of
disobedience.
4. I am going to send you Elijah the prophet – Malachi 4:4–6 is not only the conclusion of this
book, but also the end of God's prophetic voice on earth for the next four centuries. Between the
days of Malachi and John the Baptist, God will not send further messengers to Israel. Here, God
issues a final call to Israel to follow His will, promises the return of Elijah, and offers one final
warning of the judgment to come.
Revelation 11:1–13 describes an event, during the end times, when two witnesses will preach
against the Antichrist, and this will cause many people to repent. Jesus, speaking after the death
63

of John the Baptist, said that Elijah was yet to come (Matthew 17:11). So, many people believe
that these two witnesses will be Moses and Elijah (Matthew 17:1–3).
Thus in this prophecy we see God's great mercy. His patience is very great indeed. He gives us
chance after chance after chance, long after we don't deserve any more chances. We see that God
is not rash. We see that He is not easily angered. He doesn't forget His promises. He cares so
much for us that He tries again and again to reach our hearts so that we will repent and turn to
Him. What a merciful God we serve!
Application: When we truly turn to God our entire lives will be transformed. If our lives are not
transformed, we have to ask the question, have our hearts really changed? Take the opportunity
today to place your trust in Christ for eternal life. If you have already done so, then evaluate
your heart to ensure that your worship and your service for God are sincere and pure.
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