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The Word at First Southern with Bob Schobert
Education Pastor

Of Horses and Hope

It seems I have always hoped for something. There has always
been that one thing – that something – that was just outside of my
grasp. The first thing I ever hoped for – the first thing that I had
ever set my heart upon and desired so greatly that it hurt, was to
be a cowboy. I just knew that if I could be a cowboy, my life would
be complete. I would ride the range all day long on my pinto pony
and never worry about cleaning my room or coming home in time
for dinner. Life would be sweet if I could just wear a ten-gallon hat and ride a horse like Little
Joe’s on Bonanza. That hope lasted a good while, but I eventually began to look elsewhere for
fulfillment. Later in life, I decided that being a cowboy was silly; I would be an astronaut instead.
I just knew that if I could be an astronaut, my life would be complete. Rockets go faster than
horses, ray guns are way cooler than six-shooters, and astronauts never have to clean their rooms
or come home in time for dinner. Life would be sweet if I could just wear a really cool space
helmet, drive a space buggy, and bounce around like those guys who landed on the moon.
It might be hard for you to believe, but I never became an astronaut. In fact, I’ve never left Earth.
But I still think being a cowboy would have been pretty cool. Looking back, I should have been a
cowboy. What was I thinking? Why did I stop hoping for that pinto pony and dreaming of that
annual cattle drive to Wichita? Now it’s too late. But isn’t that the way it is with the things we
hope for? We think that if our great hope isn’t fulfilled, we will just die, but after a year or even
six months, we realize that we are no longer hoping for that which we once did. And so, we’re
off to another dream; another hope. But as long as we are looking to things of this world to
satisfy us, our pursuits will always end in heartache. I don’t believe that is the kind of hope God
has called us to as His children. But what thrills my heart as I contemplate Christ’s birth is that
our God does not wait for us to pursue and exhaust every empty promise that the world offers
before He lavishes His grace upon us and gives to us the Hope of Heaven, our Savior and Lord.
Today I rest my hope in Jesus Christ and in Him alone. There is no greater hope God has given us
than He who came into the world on that very first Christmas Day. I pray this Advent series of
lessons, devotions, and family activities serves to draw you nearer in your heart to the One who
was born to die for you so that by His death, you might live for Him. Meanwhile, if you were to
give me a ten-gallon hat and a pinto pony for Christmas this year, I would be OK with that, too.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Activities
Deck the Halls!
Watch a Christmas Movie
Have Some Hot Chocolate
Make Ornaments
Go Meet Santa!
Make a Christmas Craft
Make Some Smores
Go see some Christmas Lights
Visit a Live Nativity
Make Homemade Ice Cream
Make Christmas Cookies
Deliver Cookies to Friends
Make Christmas Cards
Deliver Cards to Hospital Patients
Sing a Christmas Carol to a Friend
Buy a Special Ornament
Visit an Older Friend or Grandparent
Read a Christmas Book to a Child
Wrap Presents with a Loved One
Go See More Christmas Lights!
Eat a Chocolate Santa
Sip Tea and Read the Christmas Story
Bake Cookies for Santa
Bake Jesus a Birthday Cake

Reading Plan
DAY 1
DAY 2
DAY 3
DAY 4
DAY 5
DAY 6
DAY 7
DAY 8
DAY 9
DAY 10
DAY 11
DAY 12
DAY 13
DAY 14
DAY 15
DAY 16
DAY 17
DAY 18
DAY 19
DAY 20
DAY 21
DAY 22
DAY 23
DAY 24

The Song and the Supremacy (Ps. 19, Heb. 1)
The Beginning: a Perfect Home (Genesis 1-2)
The Terrible Lie (Genesis 3)
A New Beginning (Genesis 6-9)
A Giant Tower to Heaven (Genesis 11)
Son of Laughter (Genesis 12-21)
Radical Obedience (Genesis 22)
The Girl No One Wanted (Genesis 29-30)
The Forgiving Prince (Genesis 37-46)
God to the Rescue (Exodus 3-13)
God Makes a Way (Exodus 14-17)
Ten Ways to be Perfect (Exodus 19-40)
The Warrior Leader (Joshua 3, 6)
The Teeny, Weenie Better King (1 Sam. 16)
The Young Hero and Horrible Giant (1 Sam. 17)
The Good Shepherd (Ps. 51, 2 Sam. 7, Ps. 23)
The Prophet and God’s Miracles (2 Kings 4)
No More Tears! (Isa. 9, 11, 40, 50, 53, 55, 60)
Daniel and the Scary Sleepover (Daniel 6)
God’s Messenger (Jonah 1-4, Hebrews 1:1-2)
Get Ready! (Neh. 8-10, Malachi 1, 3-4, Ezra 7)
He’s Here (Luke 1-2)
The Light of the Whole World (Luke 2)
The King of All Kings (Matthew 2)
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FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
OUR COMING SAVIOR
LUKE 1:5-25
11/28/2021

MAIN POINT
Disappointment in our lives can often get in the way of trusting God.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.
Q1: Why do you think God chooses to work in ways that surprise us?
Q2: What’s one unexpected way God has worked in your life lately?
Q3: How do you react if you don’t sense God working?
Many of us are planners and do not like change or surprises. God’s work in our lives, though, can
be startling and surprising. As God works in our lives we need to honor and praise Him, which
includes praising Him even when we do not see Him working the way we expect.

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.
Luke said he wrote his Gospel to present “an orderly account” (1:3) of God’s fulfilling of His
promise to provide a Deliverer through whom people can be saved from their sins. The entirety
of his Gospel describes Jesus as that Deliverer, the perfect human and Savior. Luke began the
narrative with the story found here in Luke 1:5-25.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER(S) READ LUKE 1:5-17.
Q4: What characteristics of Zechariah and Elizabeth made them good candidates for a special
assignment from God?
Q5: Why was it very unlikely for Elizabeth to conceive?

6

Luke 1:5-17
In the days of Herod, king of Judea,
there was a priest named
Zechariah, of the division of Abijah.
And he had a wife from the daughters
of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth.6 And they were
both righteous before God,
walking blamelessly in all the
commandments and statutes of the
Lord. 7 But they had no child,
because Elizabeth was barren,
and both were advanced in years.
8
Now while he was serving as priest
before God when his division was on
duty,9 according to the custom of the
priesthood, he was chosen by lot to
enter the temple of the Lord and burn
incense. 10 And the whole multitude of
the people were praying outside at the
hour of incense. 11 And there appeared
to him an angel of the Lord standing on
the right side of the altar of
incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled
when he saw him, and fear fell upon
him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do
not be afraid, Zechariah, for your
prayer has been heard, and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you
shall call his name John. 14 And you will
have joy and gladness, and many
will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will
be great before the Lord. And he must
not drink wine or strong drink, and he
will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even
from his mother's womb. 16 And he will
turn many of the children of Israel to
the Lord their God, 17 and he will go
before him in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the just, to make ready
for the Lord a people prepared.”
5

Luke tells his readers that both Zechariah and
Elizabeth were persons of strong faith. They
demonstrated trust in God by keeping all the
commandments and requirements of the Law. The
couple put their hearts into their walk with God and
received the godly evaluation as righteous in God’s
sight and living without blame. The pictures painted
are of Old Testament saints—much like Abraham
and Sarah—who showed their faith by their works
(Jas. 2:26). Zechariah and Elizabeth stayed the
biblical course even when life appeared to be unfair.
Q6: How do you think Zechariah and Elizabeth
remained faithful even though their prayers for a
child had not been answered?
Q7: Why do you think God waited so long to
answer their prayers?
Q8: What do you do when your prayers go
unanswered? How is your relationship with God
affected?
Waiting faithfully on God is one of life’s most
difficult experiences. Believers must resist the
temptation to disregard faithfulness and give in to
despair or disappointment. Such tension should
drive us to the available resource of prayer. Those
who stay the course find God to be faithful and
experience a reward only He can give. What appears
impossible with man is always possible with God. He
is never overwhelmed by the size of our problem.
So let us challenge others to faithfulness by
maintaining godly lifestyles in spite of
disappointments or unfulfilled dreams.
Q9: What emotions did Zechariah experience when
Gabriel appeared? Put yourself in the place of the
two parents. What would you think and feel as you
listened to the angel?
Q10: How did the angel say John’s birth and life
would affect his parents and others?
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The purpose of John’s ministry was to bring God’s people
back to the Lord. He would serve as the forerunner of the
Messiah, through whom God’s kingdom would break into
human history.
Q11: Why did John the Baptist’s parents need to know
the work John would do? (sample answers: so they
could guide him; so they could nurture the needed
qualities in his life)
Q12: As a parent or a mentor to someone younger, how
do you guide children or new believers to act
righteously? How does this help to discover God’s work?
(As part of the discussion, point out that discovering
God’s work is the result of steady communication with
God and persistent faithfulness to God.)

HAVE ANOTHER VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 1:1825.
Q13: Why did Zechariah doubt the angel’s word that he
would have a son (v. 18)? What difference did he think
a sign would make?
Q14: How can you relate to Zechariah’s reaction?
During what situations have you asked God for a sign or
wished He would send one your way?

Luke 1:18-25
18

And Zechariah said to the
angel, “How shall I know this? For I
am an old man, and my wife is
advanced in years.” 19 And the
angel answered him, “I
am Gabriel. I stand in the presence
of God, and I was sent to speak to
you and to bring you this good
news. 20 And behold, you will be
silent and unable to speak until the
day that these things take place,
because you did not believe my
words, which will be fulfilled in
their time.” 21 And the people were
waiting for Zechariah, and they
were wondering at his delay in the
temple.22 And when he came out,
he was unable to speak to them,
and they realized that he had seen
a vision in the temple. And he kept
making signs to them and
remained mute. 23 And when his
time of service was ended, he
went to his home. 24 After these
days his wife Elizabeth conceived,
and for five months she kept
herself hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the
Lord has done for me in the days
when he looked on me, to take
away my reproach among people.”

When Zechariah raised a question, the angel rebuked
him for lack of faith but then reassured him concerning
God’s work. The angel announced he was Gabriel so
Zechariah might recognize the mighty messenger before
him. A faithful ambassador, Gabriel delivered the good
news exactly as it had been given to him. The angel assured the priest he could believe the
promise. But Zechariah asked for a sign because he did not believe the words of God’s messenger.
Thus, he would be silent and unable to speak until the promise was fulfilled. God’s plans would
not be performed on Zechariah’s timetable but would be fulfilled in their proper time.

APPLICATION

DISCUSSION: Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.
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Q15: Where does disappointment creep into your spiritual life most easily? Why do you think
that is? How do you think God wants to help you?
Q16: Is there disappointment in your life right now? If so, what is it? How can our group pray
for you?
Q17: What have you seen come out of disappointment? How have you seen God do big things
from places of disappointment? How do you want to see God do big things in our church?
Q18: What can you do this week to be better prepared spiritually to hear from God or even not
hear from God?

REJOICE AND PRAY
Scan the QR code below, skip any ads, and worship in song. Then close by thanking God for His
wisdom and plan. Praise Him that He made a way for us, through two unexpected births. Ask God
to help you trust Him in the things that you hold close to your hearts. Pray that our church would
be a supportive community for those who experience disappointment.

YOUR ASSIGNMENT THIS WEEK
1. Begin the 24-Day Bible Reading Plan (p. 5)
2. Read Daily Devotionals dated Dec 1st – Dec 4th before next Sunday (pp. 38-41)

COMMENTARY
LUKE 1:5-25
1:5-7 Zechariah was of the line of Aaron, Israel’s first high priest. Elizabeth, too, was a descendent
of Aaron. Luke pointed out that they were upright in the sight of God and not just in outward
appearance. Luke underscored Zechariah’s and Elizabeth’s dedication by declaring that this
9

couple blamelessly followed both God’s commandments and His regulations. This couple had
committed themselves to faithfully follow God’s will. Luke indicated that they had no children.
Zechariah and Elizabeth’s childlessness caused them great sorrow and perhaps even produced in
them a sense of inferiority. The reference to Zechariah and Elizabeth’s childlessness along with
their advanced ages points to the human impossibility of the birth of a son and emphasizes the
miraculous nature of God’s intervention in their lives with the birth of John the Baptist.
1:8-10 Five times a year Zechariah left home for the temple. During the three major Jewish
festivals (Passover, Weeks, and Tabernacles) all priestly divisions served at the temple as pilgrims
swelled Jerusalem’s population. Each priestly order or division had two other weeks a year when
they carried out the daily temple sacrifices and rituals. With approximately eighteen-thousand
priests in Judea, special duties were assigned by lot. Lots were sacred objects of unknown shape
and material that would give a yes or no answer to questions or select one person over another.
They may have resembled dice (see Num. 26:52–56; 1 Sam. 10:20–24; 14:41–42; 1 Chr. 24:5–19;
Prov. 16:33; Acts 1:26). Once in a lifetime a priest had opportunity to enter the temple and offer
the incense offerings. After all these years, Zechariah’s lot came up. He had the awesome
responsibility of entering the holy place, just in front of the Holy of Holies where God was present
with his people. There on the incense altar he burned the special spices. Their aroma symbolized
the prayers of the people ascending to God. As the incense burned, Zechariah would fall to the
floor in humble prayer. The time was either the morning or evening offering, probably in this case
the evening (cf. Dan. 9:21). Only Zechariah could enter the holy place. Outside, the pious Jewish
worshipers and priests joined in prayer, the rising incense giving assurance that God was listening
to them. Luke repeatedly emphasized the power of prayer and the need to learn to pray and to
pray together. A praying church finds God’s power coming to work among them and accomplish
the church’s mission.
1:11-13 Zechariah encountered an angel of the Lord in the holy place. The term translated
“appeared” often denotes divine manifestation. Of course, the elderly priest was startled at the
angel’s sudden arrival. Zechariah also was gripped with fear. The angel, seeing Zechariah’s
discomfort, quickly told him not to be afraid. Then the angel revealed his reason for being there.
The angel told Zechariah that his prayer had been heard and was about to be answered. Both the
prayer for a child and the prayer for the Messiah would receive an answer in the same event, for
their son would prepare the way for the Messiah. The angel instructed Zechariah to name that
son John. John means “the LORD has been gracious.” Probably this name underscored God’s
grace as it was being extended either to Zechariah in giving him a son or, more likely, to Israel in
sending the Messiah.
1:13 God’s angel responded in words God always used to announce salvation to the prophets:
Do not be afraid. Now Zechariah could listen. The angel could deliver God’s message: your prayer
has been heard. Which prayer? The one I am now praying for the people and the nation? Yes, in
a way, but really, No! God is answering your personal prayer. The one you and Elizabeth have
uttered for years, the one you think has passed you by. You will be a father. You will name your
son John.
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1:14. The angel gave Zechariah no time to reply. He must hear the heart of the message. This will
be no ordinary son. He will be a son who delights you and brings joy to your life. Here Luke raised
a theme he would repeat often as he wrote Luke and Acts. Joy, not fear, is God’s desire for his
people. God’s work brings joy to us and lets us delight in the life he gives. A firstborn son is reason
for joy for any parent. This firstborn son was special: Many will rejoice because of his birth. John’s
birth would inject a note of joy into world history. Reading about it should bring joy to us as we
contemplate God’s work in our lives.
1:15. The picture is not yet fully clear. What is so special about this promised son to parents
beyond childbearing age? He will meet God’s standards for greatness. One thing will set his life
apart from his peers. Priests like Zechariah could not drink alcoholic drinks while serving in the
temple (Lev. 10:9). John would never follow his father’s footsteps into the temple, but he would
take this part of their priestly life as his permanent lifestyle. In this he would be like the devoted
Nazirites (Num. 6:1–21), but in other ways he would not.
God laid out specific instructions to set the Savior’s forerunner off from all other people. One
thing above all would set him apart: he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. As we read Luke’s
writings we will notice how the Holy Spirit works with John, with Jesus, and with the early church.
Luke is the Gospel of the Spirit. John was the servant of the Spirit. John would never know a
minute without the Spirit, for the Spirit filled him in his mother’s womb. Just as God called
Jeremiah to be a prophet before he saw the light of day (Jer. 1:5), so John was set apart for God’s
special service before the first day of his life.
1:16. The Spirit came not for honor but for mission. John would call many people of Israel back
to God. God has to begin his work of revival and renewal among people who think they already
belong to him. The remainder of Luke’s Gospel will feature people opposing John and Jesus—
people who claim to be examples for God’s people. The priest’s task was to turn many people
from sin (Mal. 2:6), so naturally the promised new Elijah, the Savior’s forerunner, would have the
same mission (Mal. 4:5–6). John could not be a missionary to the nations. Israel first had to hear
God’s message of repentance and conversion.
1:17. John had one major mission: to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. To do this he
had to live in God’s presence, assume the role of the new Elijah (Mal. 4:5–6), and unite families
in God’s way of righteous living. The Savior cannot come to a people fighting and feuding and
disobeying all that God has taught.
1:14-17 Then the angel informed Zechariah of the effect of his son’s ministry. John would be a
joy and delight to his father and mother. Further, many others would rejoice because of his birth.
The people of Israel longed for a prophetic voice for they had not heard one for centuries. John
would be that voice. The Savior about whom John would witness would bring and still is bringing
joy to people throughout the world. The angel then stated certain characteristics that would lie
behind John’s effective ministry. John would be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth.
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1:18-20 Zechariah asked for some assurance regarding the truth of the angel’s message. He
protested that he and his wife were too old to produce a child. This expression of unbelief
strongly displeased the heavenly messenger. The angel insisted he, Gabriel, had come to the
temple from the presence of God to tell Zechariah “this good news.” Gabriel announced that
Zechariah would be unable to speak until the day when the imparted prophecy had been fulfilled.
1:21-22. The people waiting for Zechariah to come out of the sanctuary were surprised because
he did not emerge when expected. Since Gabriel had rendered him speechless (v. 20), Zechariah
was unable to pronounce the traditional Aaronic blessing (Num 6:24-26) upon the crowd. They
realized he had seen a vision, likely because they noted his facial expressions and the excited
signs he made with his hands.
1:23. Since each priest was only on duty for a week at a time, Zechariah would have been able to
go home soon after his encounter with Gabriel (vv. 10-20). His home was located in the Judean
hill country, not far from Jerusalem (v. 39).
1:24-25. Elizabeth withdrew and kept herself in seclusion for five months after she miraculously
conceived. Why did she do this? Some speculate that she feared miscarrying during the early
months of pregnancy. More likely she recognized that her unusual pregnancy would draw
unwelcome attention if it became widely known. Better to have a restful start to a pregnancy
that came so late in life.

Trent C. Butler, Luke, vol. 3, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000).
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FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
THE WISE MEN SEEK JESUS
MATTHEW 2:1-12
12/5/2021

MAIN POINT
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, calls His followers to join in His ministry of peace-making by
worshipping Him and proclaiming His message of peace.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.
Q1: Do you consider yourself a worrier?
Q2: What causes you the most worry in your daily life?
Q3: What are your go-to methods for alleviating fear and worry?
Q4: When you think of having peace, what do you envision?
Fear is both the product of our fallen human nature and the culture in which we live. We innately
gravitate toward worry and the feeling that we need to be in control of our lives. As we will see
in today’s discussion, fear can lead us to take drastic measures to maintain our sense of control.
However, the opposite of fear is peace. God’s desire is for His children to be people who rest in
the peace given to us through Jesus, His Son. Only when they do can they truly become
messengers of peace.

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 2:1-2.
Q5: What is surprising to you about the wise men’s involvement in God’s plan for Jesus’ birth?
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Q6: What do you think motivated the wise men to
journey so far from home to investigate another
religion’s Messiah?

Matthew 2:1-2
Now after Jesus was born
in Bethlehem of Judea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he
who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship
him.”

Who were these wise men? The Greek term
(“magoi”) referred to individuals who held positions
of authority for centuries in the ancient Near East.
They were probably not kings, but they likely
counseled kings as important members of the royal
courts. The wise men were Gentile dignitaries who
traveled hundreds of miles to worship and honor the
One born King of the Jews. If the wise men had
studied ancient religious texts from the region, they
might have been familiar with various Old Testament prophecies about Jesus.

Q7: What do the wise men reveal about Jesus in their question to King Herod (v. 2)?
Their question was a loaded one. First, it assumed the child’s birth had already taken place.
Second, it implied they were seeking the true heir to the throne of God’s chosen people. Finally,
the object of their search was no mere infant, but a child of royalty who they intended to worship
(v. 2).

Isaiah 9:6-7
6

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his
shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
Of the increase of his government and
of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his
kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Q8: Read Numbers 24:17. Based on this prophecy,
what might the wise men have thought about
Jesus’ mission and purpose?
Q9: Read Isaiah 9:6-7, another Old Testament
prophecy about Jesus, the Messiah. What titles
are given for the Messiah in verse 6? What do
these four titles signify?
Q10: What do you think of when you hear the
word peace?
Q11: Why do you think the title of “Prince of
Peace” was given for the promised Messiah?

Isaiah’s prophecy in 9:1-7 was a beacon of hope
penetrating deep darkness. A child’s birth would
usher in the sudden change from warfare and
darkness to peace and light. Among the titles of the
future messianic King, He would be called Prince of Peace. The Hebrew term translated peace
means much more than absence of hostilities. It means “completeness,” “soundness,” “welfare.”
The coming Ruler would provide spiritual wholeness for His people.
14

Q12: What evidence do you see in our world that people are searching for peace?
Q13: How has Jesus been the “Prince of Peace” in your life recently?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 2:3-8, 16.

Matthew 2:3-8, 16
3

When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:
6

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly
and ascertained from them what time the star
had appeared. 8 And he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him,
bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.”
16

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been
tricked by the wise men, became furious, and
he sent and killed all the male children in
Bethlehem and in all that region who were two
years old or under, according to the time that
he had ascertained from the wise men.

Herod the Great was granted the title “king
of the Jews” by the Roman senate; he ruled
in Jerusalem from 40–4 B.C. He was a
ruthless ruler who did not hesitate to
murder even members of his immediate
family when he felt his rule was threatened.
Herod saw the wise men’s request as a
direct threat to his empire, so he hastily
gathered the chief priests and scribes to tell
him where the Messiah would be born.
Q14: Why did Herod run to the chief priests
and scribes for answers?
Q15: When you face challenging
situations, do you seek counsel from
people who will speak truth or people who
will confirm what you want to hear?
Explain.
Q16: The more we love controlling our own
lives, the harder it is when we lose control.
What is a natural first reaction when your
personal “empire” feels threatened?

In verse 8, we read that Herod deceptively
played along with the wise men’s plan to
worship the Messiah. But God had other
plans. As Scripture indicates, the wise men
were warned in a dream not to return to
Herod (v. 12). Once Herod found out he’d
been disobeyed, he “flew into a rage” (v. 16). Verse 16 describes Herod’s shocking but not
uncharacteristic reaction to the wise men’s disobedience.
Q17: What does Herod’s response say about his view of the Messiah?
Q18: How did Jesus meet or contradict those expectations?
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 2:9-12.
Q19: What do the wise men teach us about worshiping Jesus?
Q20: The wise men showed up to worship the new King, and they came bearing gifts. What
gifts do you bring to God in worship?
Verse 10 indicates that the wise men were so full of joy,
they were compelled to give. Their gifts weren’t just
trinkets, but extravagant and costly goods from their
homelands. Beyond being impressive, the gifts also hinted
at Jesus’ identity. Gold was traditionally a gift for a king,
frankincense was a gift for deity, and myrrh was a spice
often given to a person who faced death.
Q21: How have you experienced the peace that comes
with loving God and living your life as an act of worship?

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture
passage apply directly to their lives.
Q22: What did Jesus do to make peace a reality for our
lives? Does someone in your life need to know this truth
today?

Matthew 2:9-12
9

After listening to the king, they
went on their way. And behold,
the star that they had seen when
it rose went before them until it
came to rest over the place
where the child was. 10 When
they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. 11 And
going into the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped
him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him
gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. 12 And being
warned in a dream not to return
to Herod, they departed to their
own country by another way.

Q23: What difference does God’s peace make in your daily life? What difference does God’s
peace make in the life of our church?
Q24: In what area of your life do you most need peace right now? Peace with God? Peace
with yourself? Peace with others?

REJOICE AND PRAY
Scan the QR code below, skip any ads, and worship in song. Ask God to give you the wisdom to
know Jesus and the desire to worship and serve Him more than yourselves. Thank God for the
opportunity to worship Him freely because of what Jesus did on your behalf.
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YOUR ASSIGNMENT THIS WEEK
1. Continue the 24-Day Bible Reading Plan (p. 5)
2. Read Daily Devotionals dated Dec 5th – Dec 11th before next Sunday (pp. 42-48)

COMMENTARY
The First Star Trek
As early as the second century, Bethlehemites believed they could identify the exact cave where,
following Luke's account of the manger, Jesus had been born (Stauffer 1960:21; Finegan 1969:2023; for echoes of Jesus' birth in Bethlehem in early rabbinic disputes, see Herford 1966:253-55).
A microcosm of Matthew's Gospel as a whole, this passage reminds us that we must preach the
gospel to all people because we cannot always predict who will hear the message and who will
not. Those we least expect to honor Jesus may worship him, and those we least expect to oppose
him may seek his death. This passage confronts Matthew's readers with a summons to personal
decision by contrasting the main characters (contrasting characters was a standard ancient
literary device; see, for example, Schuler 1982:50). The Magi worship Jesus; Herod seeks his
death; Jerusalem's religious elite-forerunners of the opponents of Matthew's audience-take
Jesus for granted. The reader must identify with the pagan Magi rather than with Herod or
Jerusalem's religious elite, and hence are compelled to recognize God's interest in the mission to
the Gentiles. The God who sought servants like the Roman centurion (8:5-13) from the pagan
west also sought previously pagan servants from the east (2:1; compare Is 2:6) like the Magi (see
8:11).
Matthew challenges prejudice against pagans. The first story after Jesus' birth opens with Magi
who have traveled a long distance to offer homage to a new king born in Judea. They enter
Jerusalem with a large enough caravan to attract the city's attention (2:3); they must have
assumed that they would find the newborn king in Herod's palace in Jerusalem.
Magi were astrologers from the royal court of the king of Persia. Part of their job description was
to make the king of Persia look good, but here they come to promote another king. Kings would
often send congratulations to new rulers in other realms, but the king of Persia called himself
"king of kings," that is, the highest of kings (compare, for example, Ezra 7:12; Dan 2:37). We might
not expect the Magi to worship Jesus, especially if they found him not in the royal palace but in
a cave.
More unexpectedly, these Magi are astrologers, which is why they noticed the star to begin with.
Many sources from this period report the skill of Magi in divination, but Matthew's audience
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would probably recall first the Magi of their Greek translation of the Old Testament: Daniel's
enemies, whom Daniel's narratives portray in a negative light as selfish, incompetent and brutal
pagans (Dan 2:2, 10). (Their identity is even clearer in some later Greek versions of the Old
Testament. In this period the Magi probably would have been Zoroastrian, but Matthew's readers
would think more of Daniel's pagan accusers.)
Although the Bible forbade divination (Deut 18:9-13), which includes astrology (Is 47:13; see also
Deut 4:19), for one special event in history the God who rules the heavens chose to reveal himself
where the pagans were looking (compare Acts 19:12, 15-20). Without condoning astrology,
Matthew's narrative challenges our prejudice against outsiders to our faith (see also 8:5-13;
15:21-28): even the most pagan of pagans may respond to Jesus if given the opportunity
(compare Jon 1:13-16; 3:6-10). What a resounding call for the church today to pursue a culturally
sensitive yet uncompromising commitment to missions!
Yet even supernatural guidance like the star can take the astrologers only so far; for more specific
direction they must ask the leaders in Jerusalem where the king is to be born (2:2). That is, their
celestial revelation was only partial; they must finally submit to God's revelation in the Scriptures,
preserved by the Jewish people (see Meier 1980:11).
Matthew challenges prejudice that favors political power. Another central character in this
narrative is Herod (2:3, 7-8). That Herod is dismayed by the Magi's announcement is not
surprising (2:3); in this period most Greeks, Romans and even Jews respected astrological
predictions. Further, a cosmic signal of another ruler would necessarily indicate the end of the
current ruler's reign (as in Suet. Vespasian 23; Artem. 2.36). Other rulers also proved paranoid
about astrologers (see MacMullen 1966:133; Kee 1980:71), and some had been ready to kill their
own descendants to keep the throne (Herod. Hist. 1.107-10). But as many incidents during
Herod's reign illustrate, he was more paranoid than most other rulers (see comment on 2:16).
For Herod, little room existed for two kings in his realm: although he was Idumean by birth (Jos.
War 1.123, 313; see Deut 17:15), he considered himself king of the Jews (compare 2:2). Here the
one who reigns as king of God's people acts just like the oppressors of old: in Jewish tradition,
both Pharaoh and his people feared when they learned in advance of the coming of Israel's
deliverer (Jos. Ant. 2.206; Allison 1993b:146).
Herod's brutal power, played out in the following narrative, contrasts starkly with the human
defenselessness of the Child and his mother (2:11, 19, 21). Whereas pagan Magi act like God's
people (v. 11), the king of God's people acts like a notorious pagan king of old (v. 16; compare Ex
1:16). When we side with the politically powerful to seek human help against common foes, we
could actually find ourselves fighting God's agendas (compare Is 30:1-5; 31:1-3). Jesus came and
served among the weakest, depending solely on God's vindication (Mt 11:29; 12:19-21; 18:3-4;
19:14).
Matthew challenges the prejudice that respects spiritually complacent religion. Not knowing
himself where the king would be born, Herod gathers the religious experts, the chief priests and
scribes (2:4), most of whom in this period were loyal to his agendas (compare Jos. Ant. 15.2, 5).
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These experts immediately identify the place where the Messiah will be born on the basis of
Micah 5:2 (Mt 2:5-6). But while the religious leaders know where the Messiah will be born, they
do not join the Magi in their quest. These are the religious leaders, but they fail to act on all their
Bible knowledge. Jesus is just a baby, and they take him for granted.
Although these authorities did not desire to kill Jesus as Herod did, their successors a generation
later-when Jesus could no longer be taken for granted-did seek his death (26:57, 59). One is
tempted to note that the line between taking Jesus for granted and wanting him out of the way
may remain very thin today as well. And we must not forget that the sin of taking Jesus for
granted is the sin not of pagans who know little about him, but of religious folk and Bible teachers.
Matthew reinforces these points by reminding us that it is the pagans who worshiped Jesus. After
the Magi have left Jerusalem, they come and worship Jesus (2:9-11). A road led south to
Bethlehem, which was about six miles from Jerusalem, so the rest of the Magi's journey probably
did not take very long. That they offer Jesus both homage and standard gifts from the East (2:11)
fits Eastern practices; for instance, royal courts there used frankincense and myrrh (though these
spices also had many other uses). The Magi's homage to Jesus may reflect biblical language
alluding to the pilgrimage and homage of nations in Psalm 72:10 or Isaiah 60:6, or to the queen
of Sheba's visit to Solomon (1 Kings 10:1-13), or to all three texts; a late midrash on the queen of
Sheba story includes a miraculous star (Bruns 1961). If Matthew has Psalm 72 or 1 Kings 10 in
mind, he expects us to recognize Jesus as King Solomon's greatest son (compare Mt 1:6-7; 12:42).
At any rate, the threefold repetition of homage (2:2, 8, 11) reinforces the point of the narrative:
if God's people will not honor Jesus, former pagans will (Harrington 1982:17). Throughout this
Gospel, homage to Jesus reflects some degree of recognition of his identity (as in 8:2; 9:18; 14:33;
15:25), climaxing in the ultimate homage of 28:9, 17, a context that declares Jesus' royal authority
equivalent to the Father's (28:18-20). But such a hint may be present even in this Gospel's first
example of homage: Matthew's audience may have expected Persians like the Magi to have
intended more than merely human respect when they offered homage (compare Esther 3:2).
That the Magi needed a supernatural revelation to warn them not to return by way of Jerusalem
(2:12) suggests their innocent naiveté). Even without Herod's unadmirable character (see
comment on 2:16), few kings would be ready to surrender their own rule to a nonrelative some
foreigners hailed as king! (For that matter, not only powerful people in society but many others
today seem reluctant to acknowledge Jesus' right to direct their lives.) The Magi's innocence
compared to Herod's murderous shrewdness again reminds Matthew's readers not to prejudge
the appropriate recipients of the gospel (compare 13:3-23). Jesus is for all who will receive him,
and God may provide Jesus' servants with allies in unexpected places if we have the wisdom to
recognize them.

The First Star Trek, New Testament Commentary, InterVarsity Press, https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/IVP-NT/Matt/First-StarTrek, accessed 27 April 2021.
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FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
MARY AND ELIZABETH ARE PREGNANT
LUKE 1:26-56
12/12/2021

MAIN POINT
Jesus’ identity as Savior is a source of immeasurable joy in the lives of believers.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.
Q1: How would you define authentic joy? How is it different than happiness?
Q2: Can you share about a time when you were joyful, even though you weren’t all that
happy?
Jesus’ identity as our Savior is the ultimate demonstration of God’s grace in the lives of His
children. We did nothing to deserve a Savior, but through God’s Son, a way was made for us to
experience redemption, the atonement for our sins and eternity with God. The truth of God’s
grace should be a source of immeasurable joy for us, as it was for Mary. As we study Luke 1 this
week, ask yourself: Is the joy you find in Christ evident to the people in your life?

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 1:39-45.
Q3: Describe the setting of Luke 1:39-56 and what you think this experience meant to both
women.
Q4: What is the significance of each statement in Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary (vv. 42-45)? How
did Mary respond to her greeting?
Elizabeth named Mary as the most blessed of women. God chose Mary above any other woman
for a high purpose. Additionally, Elizabeth acknowledged the unique nature of the Child that
Mary would bear. Elizabeth expressed her sense of unworthiness to receive Mary as a guest.
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Although God worked in a miraculous way to
provide a son for Elizabeth, she proclaimed
the superiority of the One Mary was carrying.
Mary believed God (Luke 1:45). Unlike
Zechariah, Mary did not doubt God’s power
to make this incredible thing happen. Mary
was completely willing to be used by God to
accomplish His plan. This would not be easy
for this young Jewish girl. How could she
explain to people that she had a baby without
being married? People might think she was
crazy, or a liar. Still, Mary trusted that God
would take care of her and she followed Him
completely. We must each come to a place
where we trust God and are willing to follow
Him
completely,
even
when
our
circumstances look difficult.

Luke 1:39-45
39

In those days Mary arose and went with
haste into the hill country, to a town in
Judah, 40 and she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the
baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me
that the mother of my Lord should come to
me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your
greeting came to my ears, the baby in my
womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she
who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from
the Lord.”

Mary and Elizabeth both understood that true
joy follows trust and obedience. If you trust God and are obedient to His commands, you can
expect to experience the joy of the Lord. Likewise, when we experience God’s joy, we are led to
even deeper trust and more consistent obedience.
In response to all this, Mary burst out in a song of praise (1:46-55).

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 1:46-50.
Q5: What reason did Mary give for her joy in Luke 1:48?
Q6: Why did God choose to bless Mary? Why would God choose to bless you and me?
The joy Mary knew at that moment came through her realization that God was her Savior. Mary
rejoiced that God came near to her and rescued her from her lowly state. He bestowed on her a
unique privilege. She experienced the freedom to serve the One who showered His grace on her.
Later, she would realize that God’s salvation in the Child she was carrying went far beyond earthly
status and human privilege.
Q7: In verses 49-50, Mary rejoiced in God’s attributes. What specific attributes of God does
Mary draw attention to in these two verses?
Q8: How does reflecting on God’s attributes affect the way you worship?
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Luke 1:46-50
46

And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked on the humble estate of
his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will
call me blessed;
49
for he who is mighty has done great things
for me,
and holy is his name.
50
And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 1:51-53.
In her song, Mary moved from praising God for who
He is and His blessing to describing the significance
of His redemptive act. Following the prophets’
manner of speaking and writing, she sang of future
events with certainty as though they already had
occurred. Mary described God’s remarkable activity
in bringing the Messiah to fulfill God’s kingdom.
Q9: What works of God does Mary mention in
these verses?

Mary glorified God for three specific
attributes—His power, His holiness, and His
mercy. She also reflected on the “great
things” God had done for her. As affirmed in
Deuteronomy 10:21, “He is your praise. He
is your God, who has done for you these
great and terrifying things that your eyes
have seen.” Whereas in Deuteronomy this
refers to God’s having worked His wonders
for Israel in leading them out of Egypt, here
the “great things” refers to the virginal
conception of Jesus, who in His ministry
would bring about the events described in
the second half of Mary’s song (vv. 51-55).

Luke 1:51-53
51

He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts;
52
he has brought down the mighty from
their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
53
he has filled the hungry with good
things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

Q10: Discuss how God exerts strength in the power of His arm over the world.
Q11: What contrasts or role reversals does Mary make in this passage? How do these reflect
her feelings about God? About herself?
Mary emphasized the great reversals that would occur as a result of God’s gift of the Messiah.
Through His Messiah, God would bring down the powerful and exalt the humble. Mary was a
prime example of God’s lifting up a person of humble circumstances and was symbolic of what
God would do for all people who would respond positively to His gift of grace.
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Luke 1:54-55

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 1:54-55.

54

He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring
forever.”

In the final statements of Mary’s song of praise, she
recalled God’s mercy to Israel and to herself. God
helped His servant Israel, but not only in the past.
Mary’s words applied to God’s creative act in causing
her to conceive and to bear the Messiah. In sending
Jesus to be born to Mary, God showed His mercy and
love to His children, in keeping with promises He had made centuries earlier to Abraham and his
descendants.
Q12: Read Genesis 22:16-18. How was Jesus’ birth related to God’s promise to Abraham? Why
would Mary consider this worthy of praise?
Mary stated that God was mindful of His mercy—literally, the Lord “called to mind” or “called
to remembrance” His mercy. Mary may have meant that because God remembered His mercy,
He was in the process of providing the Messiah. Despite what some may have believed, God
had not forgotten His promise.
Q13: How has God caused you to wait upon Him? What lessons have you learned in God’s
waiting room?
Q14: How can you find joy in the reliability of God—despite your circumstances? How can you
rely upon Him in the face of delay, defeat, or even death?

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.
Q15: What are some of the things in life that steal our joy? Which of these do you fight
against most often?
Q16: What are specific reasons Jesus is a source of joy for you?

REJOICE AND PRAY
Scan the QR code below, skip any ads, and worship in song. Close in prayer, giving your group
members the opportunity to voice sentence prayers of thanksgiving and praise for the attributes
of God we discussed today. Consider having different people in your group pray aloud the
statements in Mary’s song. Pray that the joy of Christ would remain in us and be full this week.
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YOUR ASSIGNMENT THIS WEEK
1. Continue the 24-Day Bible Reading Plan (p. 5)
2. Read Daily Devotionals dated Dec 12th – Dec 18th before next Sunday (pp. 49-55)

COMMENTARY
Mary's Meeting with Elizabeth
In terms of Luke's plot, this meeting expands Luke's characterization and serves as a crucial pivot
in the infancy narrative. Though the mothers of John and Jesus meet, the account is portrayed as
a meeting of the two children, since John reacts to the meeting as Elizabeth makes clear. In fact,
John's reaction anticipates and mirrors the forerunner role that he will have in Luke 3. Much in
the passage parallels Genesis 25:22-26, though there are some major differences. In Genesis
there is internal tension as Jacob and Esau struggle for supremacy in the womb. Here there is a
total absence of tension: John leaped for joy (vv. 41, 44) at the presence of Jesus' mother, who
bears Jesus in her womb.
John's ministry starts very early; he is a forerunner even as he responds in Elizabeth's womb (vv.
14-15). This next note of fulfillment of the angelic promise comes from one filled with the Holy
Spirit from the womb. The fact that Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit as she reports the
response indicates how Luke views her response: she expresses the mind of God. This sign sets
the mood for the passage. The basic response to the arrival of Jesus onto the scene of history
should be joy.
Elizabeth is exemplary in her response. She is the "amazed saint." Her attitude is summarized in
the question "Why am I so favored?" Here is humble amazement at being able to participate
directly in God's plan and see him at work (2 Sam 6:9; 24:21). All who have a role in God's plan
should share this wonder.
Elizabeth recognizes the unique blessedness of Mary (blessed are you among women) because
of the child she bears (blessed is the child you will bear). The remark is rhetorical and should not
be read as if Mary is the most blessed of all women. It means she is "very pleased" (compare Judg
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5:24; Song 1:8). The attitude of Elizabeth is representative of what Luke desires in any believer.
What a joy to share in the events associated with Jesus. What a joy to share life with him.
Elizabeth also reveals a second exemplary attribute, one that also is found in Mary. While
reporting the leaping of John in her womb, she expresses a beatitude for Mary's faith: "Blessed
is she who has believed." Here is the essence of response to God, to trust his word to be true and
live in light of that belief. To be blessed is to be happy because God has touched one's life. Such
divine benefit rains down on those who trust him and his promises. Blessing emerges from God's
ability to bring his promises to completion, but to share the benefits, we must be confident that
God does what he says. The first sign of such faith in Mary was her willingness to let God use her
(v. 38). The second was her immediate (hurried) visit to Elizabeth, who herself served as a sign
that God keeps his word and can give life (vv. 36, 39).
Theophilus and readers like him should not doubt, but rejoice and be assured that God keeps his
promises. Trust and joy are two vital aspects of a successful walk with God. Elizabeth's joy is
shared by Mary, who will utter a hymn of praise to God for his gracious work on her behalf. Mary's
psalm also comes from the heart of a grateful believer.

Luke Chapter 1, IVP New Testament Commentaries, Intervarsity Press, 2008.
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FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
DO NOT LOVE THE WORLD
1 JOHN 2:12-17
12/19/2021

MAIN POINT
In Christ our sins have been forgiven, empowering us to love the Father wholeheartedly.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.
Q1: What is something you looked forward to every year as a child? Why?
Q2: What about now? What is something you are looking forward to right now?
Q3: How does looking forward to something in the future change your attitude and behavior
in the present?
The Christian lives between the two appearances of Jesus Christ. With the first appearance, Jesus
provided a way for us to be reconciled to the Father. In salvation, our sins are forgiven once and
for all. Then with Jesus’ second coming, which we look forward to, He will bring an end to Satan,
and the temptations and struggles we face in this world will be no more. John’s reminder to his
readers in today’s text is that only through knowing what happened in the past and looking
forward to the future can we live rightly in the present.

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 JOHN 2:12-14.
Q4: In your spiritual life, which of the three stages John addresses in verses 12-14 can you most
relate to: children, young men, or fathers? Why did you pick that stage?
Q5: How is John affirming these Christians in their faith?
Q6: Which of the reminders in these verses do you most need to hear today?
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1 John 2:12-14
12

I am writing to you, little children,
because your sins are forgiven for his name's
sake.
13
I am writing to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the
beginning.
I am writing to you, young men,
because you have overcome the evil one.
I write to you, children,
because you know the Father.
14
I write to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the
beginning.
I write to you, young men,
because you are strong,
and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

John assured Christians of their standing
before God: God has forgiven their sins;
they know Him; and they have overcome
the evil one. Next, he warned his readers
against an attitude that would lead to
spiritual ruin—love of the world and its
things.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 JOHN
2:15-17.
Q7: What does John mean by “the world”
in these verses? How does his use of the
word differ from its use in John 3:16?
Q8: What does it mean to love the
world?

Q9: Read Ephesians 2:1-10. What insight
does this passage give you into the
differences between loving the world and loving the Father? How is it possible for you to not
love the world?
In 1 John 2, the term world refers to unbelieving society, seen as a rebel order hostile to God.
Viewed as an evil system, organized under Satan’s control, the world should not be loved,
because it tempts believers away from God and into sin. Through His death and resurrection,
Jesus has overcome the world (John 16:33), and faith in Him assures us of victory over the
hostility and power of the world controlled by Satan.
Q10: John lists three typical features of the sinful world. What are they, and why are they such
affronts to God?
Q11: What are some practical ways we can combat each of these temptations?
The apostle listed three typical features of the sinful world. The desires of the flesh refers to the
unlawful desires centered in one’s human nature corrupted by sin. Flesh refers to the selforiented outlook of a person. Such an outlook leads one to pursue selfish ends in rebellion against
God. The desires of the eyes can refer particularly to sexual lust but also to everything that lures
the eyes. The basic thought focuses on greed or unlawful craving aroused by what the eyes see.
The phrase pride of life implies an arrogant self-sufficiency and a false sense of security. These
attitudes are based on a false estimate of the stability and value of worldly things. This pride
boasts in one’s external circumstances, including such things as wealth, rank, and dress.
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Q12: What is the ultimate fate of the world and its
lusts? How should this truth cause us to respond to
the temptations we face day in and day out? How
should it impact our relationships with people who
don’t know Christ?

1 John 2:15-17
15

Do not love the world or the things
in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in him.
16
For all that is in the world—the
desires of the flesh and the desires of
the eyes and pride of life—is not from
the Father but is from the world.
17
And the world is passing away along
with its desires, but whoever does the
will of God abides forever.

The world and those who follow worldly desires are
temporary. Permanence belongs only to those who
do the will of God. Genuine love for God and others
will lead us to reject the sinful appeals of the world.
Do our actions reflect the world’s or God’s values?
We should resist the lure of the world and follow
God’s will to love. In his letter to Titus, the apostle
Paul gives us additional insight into how we say no to the things of the world.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ TITUS 2:11-14.

Titus 2:11-14
11

For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us
to renounce ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright,
and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting
for our blessed hope, the appearing of the
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem
us from all lawlessness and to purify for
himself a people for his own possession who
are zealous for good works.

Q13: How do Jesus’ first and second coming
influence the worldliness of the Christian?
Q14: How have you seen God’s grace
through Jesus instruct you to deny the things
of the world?
Q15: Why does a person have to be confident
in the second coming of Jesus in order to live
rightly today?

The longer you are a Christian, the less at
home you feel in the world. Because of Jesus’
first appearance, Christians have been
changed by God’s grace. As we look forward to His second coming, we find what we need to say
no to the things of the world.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.
Q16: Read Matthew 4:1-11. How did Satan use each of these “worldly” values to tempt Jesus
to sin? What does this teach us about the ways he tempts us to sin?
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Matthew 4:1-11
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And
after fasting forty days and forty nights,
he was hungry.3 And the tempter came and
said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of
bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written,
“‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the
mouth of God.’”
5

Then the devil took him to the holy city and
set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down, for it is written,
“‘He will command his angels concerning
you,’
and
“‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”

Q17: Based on Jesus’ response to Satan,
what is the best way to fight back against
these temptations?
Q18: In what area of your life does love for
the world most often compete with love for
God? For each area mentioned in your group,
come up with a verse from Scripture that can
be prayed to help fight back against that
temptation.

REJOICE AND PRAY
Scan the QR code below, skip any ads, and
worship in song. Close in prayer, thanking
God for the reality of your salvation—the
forgiveness of sins and the promise that in
Christ you have overcome Satan. Pray that as
you are tempted by the things of the world
this week you will remember your identity in
Christ and claim God’s power to fight back
against those temptations.

7

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You
shall not put the Lord your God to the
test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very
high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And
he said to him, “All these I will give you, if
you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then
Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is
written,
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.’”
11

Then the devil left him, and behold, angels
came and were ministering to him.

YOUR ASSIGNMENT THIS WEEK
1. Continue the 24-Day Bible Reading Plan
(p. 5)
2. Read Daily Devotionals dated Dec 19th –
Dec 25th before next Sunday (pp. 56-62)
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COMMENTARY
As Christians have their peculiar states, so they have peculiar duties; but there are precepts and
obedience common to all, particularly mutual love, and contempt of the world. The youngest
sincere disciple is pardoned: the communion of saints is attended with the forgiveness of sins.
Those of the longest standing in Christ's school need further advice and instruction. Even fathers
must be written unto, and preached unto; none are too old to learn. But especially young men in
Christ Jesus, though they are arrived at strength of spirit and sound sense, and have successfully
resisted first trials and temptations, breaking off bad habits and connexions, and entered in at
the strait gate of true conversion. The different descriptions of Christians are again addressed.
Children in Christ know that God is their Father; it is wisdom. Those advanced believers, who
know Him that was from the beginning, before this world was made, may well be led thereby to
give up this world. It will be the glory of young persons to be strong in Christ, and his grace. By
the word of God they overcome the wicked one.
The things of the world may be desired and possessed for the uses and purposes which God
intended, and they are to be used by his grace, and to his glory; but believers must not seek or
value them for those purposes to which sin abuses them. The world draws the heart from God;
and the more the love of the world prevails, the more the love of God decays. The things of the
world are classed according to the three ruling inclinations of depraved nature. 1. The lust of the
flesh, of the body: wrong desires of the heart, the appetite of indulging all things that excite and
inflame sensual pleasures. 2. The lust of the eyes: the eyes are delighted with riches and rich
possessions; this is the lust of covetousness. 3. The pride of life: a vain man craves the grandeur
and pomp of a vain-glorious life; this includes thirst after honour and applause.
The love of God shall never fail. Many vain efforts have been made to evade the force of this
passage by limitations, distinctions, or exceptions. Many have tried to show how far we may be
carnally-minded, and love the world; but the plain meaning of these verses cannot easily be
mistaken. Unless this victory over the world is begun in the heart, a man has no root in himself,
but will fall away, or at most remain an unfruitful professor. Yet these vanities are so alluring to
the corruption in our hearts, that without constant watching and prayer, we cannot escape the
world, or obtain victory over it.

Matthew Henry’s Bible Commentary (Concise), from Christianity.com, accessed 22 April 2021.
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FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
CONTENTMENT AND WEALTH
JAMES 5:1-6; 1 TIMOTHY 6:6-8
12/26/2021

MAIN POINT
Materialism and greed do not build a righteous person, but instead lead a person to find
contentment outside of God.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.
Q1: Have you ever wanted to buy something, or actually bought something, believing that if
you just had that you’d be content? How did that work out for you?
Q2: How do you define “contentment”? In your own experiences, what have you discovered to
be the key to contentment?
Q3: In what circumstances do you most typically struggle to be content? Why? Are there any
recurring themes for you?
Our society pushes material wealth and greed as the source of contentment. However, a person
living for material wealth is headed down a dangerous path. James emphasized the importance
of contentment from God and freedom from materialism and greed.

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JAMES 5:1-6.
Q4: How does James describe rich people?
Q5: What happens to people if they obsess over greed and materialism?
Q6: Why do you think James had such harsh words for the material person?
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James offered serious warning against those who
long for riches and material goods. James
continued his push for helping others and
becoming humble as he equated materialism
with fattening the heart for the day of slaughter.
Paul had the same message when he wrote to
Timothy and the Philippians about greed and
materialism.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 TIMOTHY
6:6-8 AND PHILIPPIANS 4:11-13.
Q7: What similarities do you see between these
two passages of Scripture?
One of the greatest challenges we face as we strive
to be serious followers of Jesus is the struggle for
contentment in a materialistic society. In order to
understand true contentment, we have to reject
the notion that contentment has anything to do
with
accumulating
material
possessions.
Contentment is a choice.

James 5:1-6
Come now, you rich, weep and howl for
the miseries that are coming upon you.
2
Your riches have rotted and your
garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold
and silver have corroded, and their
corrosion will be evidence against you
and will eat your flesh like fire. You have
laid up treasure in the last days.
4
Behold, the wages of the laborers who
mowed your fields, which you kept back
by fraud, are crying out against you,
and the cries of the harvesters have
reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.
5
You have lived on the earth in luxury
and in self-indulgence. You have
fattened your hearts in a day of
slaughter. 6 You have condemned
and murdered the righteous person. He
does not resist you.

Q8: Why do people believe material possessions will bring contentment?

1 Timothy 6:6-8

6

But godliness with contentment is great gain,
for we brought nothing into the world, and we
cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if
we have food and clothing, with these we will
be content.

Q9: How does Paul’s view of
contentment compare with the modern
world’s view of contentment?

7

Philippians 4:11-13

11

Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I
have learned in whatever situation I am to
be content. 12 I know how to be brought low,
and I know how to abound. In any and every
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing
plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can
do all things through him who strengthens me.
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Q10: Why does God want His children to
be content? What is He trying to teach
us?
Q11: When we struggle to be content,
what are we saying about our view of
God and our relationship with Him?
Paul stated that he was content no matter
what his circumstances. The word
“contentment” Paul used in this passage is
a term that describes an inner spirit of
freedom and discipline, the ability to
conquer circumstances and situations

rather than be conquered by them. Through the trials and testing he endured, Paul learned that
contentment is achievable in spite of poverty or prosperity.
Q12: Read Philippians 4:13 again. What made Paul’s contentment possible? What do you think
that contentment looks like in real life?
Because of his faith and trust in Christ, Paul was able to live triumphantly above changing
circumstances. In order to find contentment in Christ, we must learn to trust God to meet our
needs in the way He knows is best for us. As we see in 1 Timothy 6:6, godliness goes hand in hand
with contentment. When we’re focused on living God-honoring lives, our contentment is
measured by what God is doing in us rather than what we have. To understand true contentment,
we have to reject the notion that it has anything to do with accumulating material possessions
or earthly success.
Q13: How does godliness relate to contentment? What are some ways we can strive for
godliness?
Q14: How would you describe someone who has a Christlike attitude? What distinguishes that
person from other people?
Q15: What do you think is the “great gain in godliness with contentment” (v. 6)?
The word “godliness” suggests an attitude focused on God and doing what pleases Him. It depicts
a reverence that recognizes that we live each moment before God. In other words, our attitude
toward God results in actions that please Him. We could say that godliness is God-likeness. The
more we are like God in our attitudes, actions, and ambitions, the more godly we become. And
the more godly we become, the more contented we will be. Contentment isn’t based on what
we have; it’s based on whose we are. Without a desire to be more and more like the One who
created us, we won’t experience contentment.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.
Q16: What do you have to be grateful for? How can gratitude keep you from materialism and
greed? How do Paul’s words to Timothy and the Philippians help you apply this to your life?
Q17: Think about Jesus’ time on earth. How did He model contentment for us? What can we
learn from Him?
Q18: What concrete steps can you take this week to escape the trap of materialism?
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Q19: What do you see as the most common needs at First Southern Baptist Church or in our
community—needs the church could begin addressing? How might you create margin in your
schedule or finances to be ready to help meet those needs?

REJOICE AND PRAY
Pray that the work of Christ will overwhelm all lesser concerns, and that joy and abundant life
would be obvious in you and the whole church.

YOUR ASSIGNMENT THIS WEEK
1. Read Daily Devotionals dated Dec 26th – Dec 31st before next Sunday (pp. 63-68)

COMMENTARY
Encouragement to the Faithful
In some worship services, the congregation repeats the words of one of the creeds or confessions
of the church on a regular basis. When the familiar words of the Apostles' Creed are spoken again,
those who have gathered to worship are reminded of truths that the church has cherished
throughout history. Some churches instruct young people and new converts through a series of
classes, structured around a review of the "great truths" of Scripture and perhaps one of the
classic catechisms of the church. And many churches use songs and choruses that invite their
hearers to "tell me the old, old story" or "sing them over again to me." Reciting the foundational
truths that Christians believe and hold dear need not be mindless repetition. Rather, when the
church together recites, sings, studies or listens to the words of creed, confession, hymn or
Scripture, read or recited repeatedly, it is also reminded of the faithfulness and constancy of God.
We can depend on God to be the same from the beginning. This assurance of God's stability and
faithfulness comes to light in 2:12-14.
Because the Elder is probably quoting familiar, creed-like statements in 2:12-14, many
translations (including the NIV) set these lines off to look like a quotation. Just as we might quote
a hymn, creed or verse of Scripture to remind ourselves what we believe and to what we are
committed, so here the author quotes these lines to serve just such a purpose. John cites the
lines at this point to take his readers back to the beginning of their faith, and to remind them of
what they have always believed. He has talked about the message that they have had from the
beginning (1:1; 2:7), and now he summarizes its content at greater length. His readers are to
remember who they are and what they have been given.
Forgiveness in Christ (2:12)
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First, harking back to 1:6--2:2, John writes because your sins have been forgiven on account of
his name. On the one hand, this statement serves as a reminder of the way in which they entered
the community, namely, through confessing their sins and receiving God's forgiveness in Christ.
On the other hand, the statement also speaks of the present reality of the need for forgiveness
that is readily and continually available.
The phrase on account of his name refers to the "name" of Christ. In Semitic thought the "name"
stands for the whole person. To "believe in the name of the Son of God" (1 Jn 5:13) means, quite
simply, to believe in Jesus himself. Similarly, forgiveness on account of his name means
forgiveness for his sake, or for the sake of what he has done. What is in view is primarily the
atoning sacrifice of Jesus' death on the cross (2:2). Because of Jesus' sacrificial self-giving, God
forgives sins through him. Those who have experienced this forgiveness are the children of God,
the author's own dear children, the congregation of faithful believers.Steadfast Knowledge of
Christ (2:13a)
While the epithet dear children refers here, as throughout the epistle, to all the church, the
author next divides the congregation into fathers and young men (so NIV). It is not uncommon in
the Bible for the whole people to be thought of as consisting of "young and old." Sometimes
these categories refer to chronological youth and age, sometimes to spiritual youth and maturity.
Jeremiah promises the people that when God inaugurates the new covenant, "they will all know
[him], from the least of them to the greatest" (31:34). The prophet Joel, quoted by Luke in Acts,
speaks of a time when "your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions" (Joel
2:28; compare Acts 2:17). Such language does not mean that only men are included, nor that
those who are old experience one thing while the young experience another. Rather than
pointing to divisions among the people, this language looks at the whole congregation, viewed
from the least to the greatest, from new Christians to the mature, from young to old. What is
true of one group is no less true of the other.
And yet it is not unfitting that John writes to those fathers that they have known the one who is
from the beginning. By fathers he means those who have wisdom and maturity that comes with
experience. Fa thers need not connote men only, and we might render it as "elders," provided
that we do not then think of church officers. In this verse it may be that Jesus Christ is the one
who is from the beginning. Elsewhere in the epistle the Elder speaks of several things that have
been "from the beginning," such as the message that has been delivered (2:24; 3:11; compare
1:1) and the command that has been passed on (2:7). What John means by such descriptions is
not so much that these things have always existed--the command to love "as I have loved you,"
for example, was given in a particular historical place and time--but that as long as they have
existed they have been the same. Both the foundational message that the Elder proclaims and
the command to love have remained unchanged over the years. And Jesus Christ, the agent
through whom God forgives sin, has not changed over the years either. If the "elders" came into
the church through the forgiveness of Christ, they can be assured that he is the same, and that
his forgiveness is constant--and continually needed. Their knowledge of him does not need to
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undergo a radical transformation. Christ has been faithful, even as the "elders" have been faithful
in their commitment to him.
Victory in Christ (2:13b)
The Elder writes to those who are young, whether chronologically or spiritually, because you have
over come the evil one. Since youth and strength are often linked together, the epistle's words
about overcoming are appropriately directed to those who are young. But here the imagery does
not suggest physical strength so much as it does perseverance in the life of faith and
commitment. These words are reminiscent of Isaiah 40:31, that "those who hope in the LORD
will renew their strength. . . . They will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint."
Like Paul, the author of 1 John views the struggle in which human beings are engaged as a struggle
against "principalities and powers." For the evil one who is mentioned here is the devil (3:8, 12),
the "one who is in the world" (4:4). John does not mean that God has abandoned this world to
the power of evil, or that evil is stronger than God. As one hymn states it, "Although the wrong
seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet." So it is that those who have been forgiven on account
of his name have overcome the evil one. Through the forgiveness that comes in Christ they have
escaped from the power of the evil one, which manifests itself through slavery to sin and death
(Jn 8:31-36). The Elder does not write that they will overcome or that they can overcome but that
they have overcome. They have been transferred from death to life, from darkness to light. That
they live in the sphere of light and life is their victory, their overcoming. Christians have overcome
not by means of their own moral achievement, but through the victory over the power of evil
won in Christ's death and resurrection (compare 1 Jn 3:8; 5:4-5, 18-19).
The Elder has a realistic view of what that victory implies. Already he has made it clear that it
does not mean the Christian lives without sin in this life. Victory is not found in moral perfection,
but in having the discernment to know the way to life and to walk in it. Now his readers need to
be admonished to take what was an initial choice and make it a continued commitment. Again,
the metaphor of the path is appropriate, for victory is not a plateau that is attained but a path on
which we have set out and on which we continue to walk.Assurance of Knowledge of God (2:13c14)
Having outlined three central truths of the Christian life for his readers, John seems to start over
by addressing, again, children, fathers (elders) and young men (people). He reiterates the same
truths, but makes a few crucial changes. He reminds his dear children that what is ultimately at
stake here is knowledge of God (you have known the Father). Although the English translation
obscures it, the author uses a different and more emphatic verb (the aorist) when he writes, I
write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father. It is as if he says, "What I have
written to you, I repeat: you have known the Father." What is striking is that in verse 12 he
actually wrote to his dear children because your sins have been forgiven. That forgiveness was
offered through the mediation of Christ. In this way the Elder links what he writes about
knowledge of the Father to what he has written about forgiveness through Christ: the only way
to knowledge of the Father is through "the name" of Jesus Christ.
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Once again (v. 14) John writes to the elders that they have known him who is from the beginning.
Whereas earlier this phrase characterized Jesus, here it seems to refer to the Father, mentioned
in the previous verse. The Father is unchanging. If the "elders" were promised that they knew the
Father as they made their initial confession of faith, they need not fear that their knowledge has
proven defective in any way.
Finally, the young people are once again addressed. Again they are told, you have overcome the
evil one, but two explanatory clauses are now added: you are strong and the word of God lives
in you. Basically these two clauses express the same truth captured by the statement you have
overcome the evil one, but with the added nuance of resisting false doctrine (Smalley 1984:79).
For the Elder can speak not only of overcoming the evil one (2:13-14) and of overcoming the
world (5:4), but also of overcoming "them," the false prophets inspired by the spirit of antichrist
(4:4). John promises his readers that in remaining faithful to the message they have always heard,
they are remaining faithful to the very word of God. It lives in them. But because the dissidents
have left the word of God, that word no longer abides in them.
In summary, then, this section demonstrates the same pastoral concern for building up the
congregation that we have seen before. By reminding them of who they are and what they have
been given, John assures his readers that they can be confident that they know God. Each
statement of verse 14 describes the believer's standing in salvation: as children of God, they are
strong, they have God's word abiding in them and they have overcome the evil one. But these
are not simply abstract truths or credal assertions. The author's point is twofold: First, we can
have confidence with God because God is not capricious or fickle, arbitrarily tinkering with the
truth or changing the grounds on which he is to be known. Second, this same, faithful God is not
alien and distant, but knowable--knowable to us, knowable to me--in the love of Christ. What
God revealed in Christ was not a new side of the divine character, but the confirmation of the
love and forgiveness that have always characterized God's actions.
What the Elder writes is not new to his readers. But it serves a useful function to lay it all out
again, to spell out exactly what constitutes the "way of life." By so doing, John prepares his
readers for the warnings that follow (2:15-17). If they have chosen the way of life, the way of
forgiveness and knowledge of God, they must continue in their commitment to it. For there is no
other truth and no other way, except the love of the world--and that way is incompatible with
the love of God.

Encouragement to the Faithful, New Testament Commentary, InterVarsity Press, https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/IVPNT/1John/Encouragement-Faithful, accessed 27 April 2021.
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Read: Luke 1:5-25

Wednesday, December 1

Zechariah: How Shall I Know This?
Every day, I marvel at where I place my faith.
Luke is clear that Zechariah and Elizabeth
I drive my truck faster than a gazelle can run
both were people of great faith. They were
with on-coming cars only inches to my left.
blameless and upright. So why would
Just a moment ago, I ate a handful of
Zechariah, a priest who was upright and
almonds that had been in our staff
righteous, well-versed in Scripture, visited by
breakroom for four months. I like to live
the angel Gabriel (wow!), right there in the
dangerously, I guess. But
temple of the Lord, doubt?
where do you place your
What Zechariah had been
faith? If God shows up with
praying for ended up being
the answer to your deepest
the very thing he doubted
Do not be afraid,
prayer, would you trust Him
God could do.
Zechariah;
your
with the answer?
prayer has been
It’s easy to point our fingers at
Zechariah’s doubt, but if we
Zechariah doubted the very
heard.
admit it, it is easy to identify
answer he had been seeking.
with him too. If we are
He asked in disbelief, “How
Luke
1:13
honest, there are times when
shall I know this? For I am an
we look into the heavens and
old man and my wife is
wonder, “Where is God? Does
advanced in years” (v. 18). In
He
even
hear
my
prayers?”
other words, “Gabriel, this all sounds
interesting, but how can I know it for sure?
Friends, the best thing we can do while we
Can you prove it to me? My wife is pretty
are waiting for Jesus is to get ready. It is hard
old, you know. Have you seen her lately?”
to doubt when there is a spirit of expectancy
Gabriel did not take kindly to Zechariah’s
that Jesus is about to show up.
doubt and Zechariah suffered for it.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Doubt robs us of God’s blessings. Peter sank in
the water. The disciples feared the storm. Israel
was delayed entering the Promised Land. The
enemy will give you plenty of reasons to doubt.
Don’t buy into the lie. Don’t doubt; believe.

Pray for Keith Burkhart, our Lead Pastor,
as he strives to lead First Southern in
the direction God would have us go. He
welcomes your prayers for wisdom,
strength, and an ever-growing love for
Him who first loved us.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 1:57-66

Thursday, December 2

Elizabeth: A Promise Fulfilled
I would imagine that Zechariah went home
What are they thinking? Surely, they are not
from his unexpected experience with Gabriel
expecting more children! Zechariah needs
and conveyed to his wife Elizabeth
to get the name right this time, because he
everything that Gabriel had said. I’m sure
is way too old to have another shot at this!”
she must have been just as surprised as he
was. “We’re supposed to do
The neighbors feel a bit like
what?” “We’re going to have
Zechariah did when the angel
a what?” Nine months later,
Gabriel had appeared before
the baby came and there was
him in the temple. A fear
No; he shall be
great joy in the house. They
came on them. Something
called John.
had prayed for perhaps
beyond the ordinary is taking
decades for a child. Can you
place. Already, the neighbors
imagine the awe and wonder?
regarded the child as special,
Luke 1:60
seeing as he was born to
The neighbors who had
parents “advanced in years.”
looked upon Elizabeth as
But now comes the insistence
cursed by God, now see her as one to whom
of a name that, though it is not an unusual
God had shown great mercy. To have a baby!
name, nevertheless, the parents do not have
How wonderful of God to be so kind. The
an ordinary reason for using it. Then the
neighbors who had gathered expected the
father is suddenly able to speak for the first
child to be named Zechariah, Jr. but they
time in months. There must be something
were surprised. His mother responded, "No;
about this particular child. What is he to be?
he shall be called John."
What shall he become?
“John?!” the neighbors must have thought.
“There’s nobody in the family named John.

God must have a wonderful plan!

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

John the Baptist would stand at the water’s edge,
see his cousin Jesus walking towards him, and cry
out, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world!” Have you let go of your sin
that Jesus might take it away?

Our God is a redeemer. He intercedes
for us; He takes the initiative. That’s
what Christmas is all about. Pray for the
lost in our community that they might
know Him.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 1:67-80

Friday, December 3

Zechariah: No Longer Doubting
Zechariah did not believe what Gabriel had
before God. Even though Scripture clearly
told him, so the angel rebuked him by
taught that God could open any womb,
making him unable to speak. But nine
Zechariah chose to believe as the world does
months later, at the moment when God
that such a miracle could not happen. He had
determined the time was right, Zechariah’s
nine long months of watching Elizabeth’s
speech was restored. Nine months is a long
belly grow in silence to not only bask in his
time. I wonder if he had by
shame of initial disbelief but
this time resigned to never
also to spiritually grow in his
speak again. But when his
understanding of the awemouth was finally opened
Blessed be the Lord
some power of God!
and his tongue was set free,
God of Israel, for he
did he complain or voice his
Christmas is almost upon us
has
visited
and
frustration for having been
and if we are not careful the
silenced for so long? No, he
redeemed his
peer pressure and customs of
did not.
this world will keep us
people.
lukewarm and unreceptive to
Zechariah praised the God of
God’s work in our lives.
Luke 1:68
Israel. While Zechariah’s nine
months of silence was a
Don’t get caught up in the
divine rebuke for his unbelief it was also an
commercialism this year. Don’t become
opportunity to ponder, pray, and meditate
overwhelmed by the hectic pace. And for
on the Bible so that he might be reassured of
goodness sake, don’t forget the One who
God’s plan and his role in it.
came to take away the sin of the world.
Instead, open your mouth as Zechariah did,
The attitudes of the world had had a
and sing your praises to God for His
profound effect on Zechariah’s unbelief
goodness and grace!

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Like Zechariah, we need to spend time in silence
and solitude this Christmas so that we might see
the activity of God all around us and hear Him as
He tells us of our role in His plan.

Pray for our Missions Ministry as we
reach those in our community and
around the world. Pray for those who
will go. Pray for those who will be
reached. Pray for your involvement.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 1:26-33

Saturday, December 4

Gabriel: You Will Have Joy and Gladness
Angels are ubiquitous in the biblical
way for the Messiah. In Gabriel’s presence,
narrative of Christ. To Zechariah, they
the prophet Daniel was “terrified and fell
announced Jesus’ coming into the world. To
prostrate" (Daniel 8:17) and even afterward
Mary, they proclaimed His conception and
was tired and sick for days after the
impending birth. To the shepherds, they
encounter (8:27). He later appeared to
declared the newborn baby is born. They
Daniel again to reveal the meaning of his
warned Mary and Joseph to
dreams (Daniel 9:20-27).
take the boy Jesus and flee to
Egypt. They ministered to
Gabriel’s highest honor,
I am Gabriel. I stand
Christ in the desert. They
however, was to stand in the
in the presence of
strengthened Him in the
presence of God and receive
garden of Gethsemane. To
his assignment to meet with
God.
the women at the tomb, they
Mary and announce to her
revealed His resurrection.
that she will be the mother of
Luke 1:19a
They were present at His
the Son of God. God’s plan of
ascension. They bore witness
salvation was now moving
to the Apostle John of His second coming.
forward! The Child would be born; mankind
And they worship our Lord at His throne
would finally be saved, and all of heaven will
even today. Angels are everywhere and just
be opened up as a result. Angels had longed
as all Scripture points to Christ; all angels
to know how man might be saved from their
point to Him as well.
sin (1 Peter 1:12), and now Gabriel gets to
bring the news. I would imagine that after
Gabriel was a busy angel and a messenger
he departed from Mary, Gabriel touched the
for God even before he met with Zechariah
corner of his eye to wipe a heavenly tear as
to announce that his boy would prepare the
he bowed his head in worship.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

You don’t need to be an angel to tell others about
Jesus. Let’s open our eyes and see those around
us who are hungry for the same hope that we
have. They long for peace. They strive for joy.
They desire love and acceptance. Bring them to
Jesus.

Pray for those at First Southern who
work behind the scenes: our pastoral
support staff; facility maintenance
crew; volunteers in the kitchens, and
our prayer warriors. Thank the Lord
for their service to God’s people.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 1:34-38

Sunday, December 5

Mary: Behold, I am the Servant of the Lord
Have you ever had a “God” moment? I bet
How could she say no? Perhaps we all know
you have. Mary sure did. She agreed with
too well how she could have said no,
everything Gabriel said to her and about
because we ourselves have done so perhaps
God’s plan for her. This took more faith than
many times in our own God moments.
we might realize.
Because she was
unmarried, the pregnancy would be
God moments always put us off balance.
scandalous news throughout
They overwhelm us. They
her village. She would likely
disrupt our lives. They make
be ostracized and the object
us uncomfortable. But when
of rumors, backstabbing, and
we are willing to trust God and
For nothing will be
social isolation. All the odds
say yes to Him, our lives take
impossible with
were against her, and yet she
on new meaning and
God.
said YES.
direction.
It’s always an
opportunity of a lifetime.
Luke 1:38
Mary didn’t ask for the
Don’t miss it.
experience. I don’t think she
asked God if there was
I wonder what Mary’s life
anything special that He
would have been like if she
wanted to put on her agenda for the next
had said no to God instead of saying, “I am
nine months. This God moment was
the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
initiated by God Himself. Only God could do
according to your word.” Would Jesus have
it. God moments are unanticipated. Not
been born to another virgin down the
only did Mary not ask for the experience, she
street? Would Mary have still recognized
was totally surprised by it. This is always true
that Jesus was the Son of God? There’s no
of God moments. They are connected to
way to know. Remember friends, you were
God’s favor. It was a great privilege for Mary
created to be a vessel for the impossible.
to be chosen for the task.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Miracles happen when our “yes” meets with God’s
plan. Is God calling you to a particular challenge?
Say yes and see what only God can do. Is He asking
you to follow Him in a brand-new direction? Count
it a privilege and say yes.

Every child needs prayer, every family
needs support, and every children’s
ministry needs volunteers. Meet Sara
Pruegert today, pray for the kids, and
sign up to be a blessing.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Monday, December 6

Read: Luke 1:39-45
Mary and Elizabeth: Time to Get Excited

Mary paid a visit to Elizabeth and we can
Mary and Elizabeth could have been excited
only imagine the bond between the two. To
about seeing one another; they could have
a certain degree, Elizabeth could relate to
been excited that Elizabeth was pregnant
Mary in a way no one else could. Both Mary
after being barren; they could have been
and Elizabeth shared unexpected and
excited about the baby leaping in Elizabeth’s
miraculous pregnancies, but
womb, but instead, they
Mary’s was undoubtedly far
were both excited about the
greater as Elizabeth realized.
Savior coming into the
Mary was a virgin, her child
world.
“Blessed are you
was conceived by the Holy
among women, and
At Christmas time, there are
Spirit, and was Himself the Son
blessed is the fruit
so many things that we
of God and Savior of the world.
could be excited about.
of your womb!”
Some may be excited about
They were both excited.
the gifts under the tree;
Elizabeth was excited, not
Luke 1:42
some may be excited about
about Mary coming to visit her;
the family coming all
but about the special package
together; some may be
in her womb-Christ. “Blessed
excited about the decorations, or all the
is the fruit of your womb!” And we know
great foods that are being prepared.
that Mary is excited also, but not because
Christmas is an exciting time. But we are
Elizabeth is pregnant or because the baby in
challenged by John the Baptist, Elizabeth,
Elizabeth’s womb leaped, it is because of the
and Mary to be excited about the greatest
Christ child in her womb as she proclaims,
gift of all, Jesus Christ – God with us.
“My soul magnifies the Lord” (v. 46).

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

When Jesus came into the room, even while still in
Mary’s womb, those present could not help but
praise God for His goodness and grace. We should
do likewise. Get excited and give thanks for the
gift of Christ today.

Pray for the generations: The youngest
among us to grow in their knowledge of
the Lord, and our students to learn how
to practice their faith in a world that will
seek to separate them from God.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 1:46-56

Tuesday, December 7

Mary: Just a Small-Town Girl Living in a Lonely World
When I was a kid in school, we would go to
abilities. She was just a young girl, living in
the playground during recess and at lunch
an obscure village in a humble, farming
time. If we wanted to play a team sport, two
area. And yet, the angel calls her "highly
captains would be assigned. These captains
favored." God often chooses ordinary
would look over the rest of us, and then take
people to do extraordinary things. You
turns picking their teams,
might not be a Moses, a
based on looks, popularity,
Gideon, or a Mary; but you
strength, agility, and skill.
have an assignment. Rejoice.
Those who were picked last
For he who is mighty
were very aware of their
Mary trusted God in spite of
has done great
place in public opinion. I was
her limitations. She sang her
things for me, and
never the first choice; not
praises, “My spirit rejoices in
even the second. That stinks.
God my Savior . . . for He who
holy is his name.
is mighty has done great
But God is not like that. Some
things for me, and holy is His
Luke 1:49
people think that God picks
name.”
only the best and the
brightest. But that’s not necessarily so. He
Like Mary, let us also rejoice in the One who
sometimes picks those who would seem to
brings Hope to those living in a lonely world:
have little to offer because that's the sort of
the poor, the lowly, the broken and the
people God often uses to accomplish His
marginalized; those who have no voice and
purpose.
no power. Let us sing of the One who is
faithful and brings joy to the world and
As we look at Mary, the Bible doesn’t
peace to the brokenhearted.
mention that she has any special skills or

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

God isn’t going to give us the same job He gave to
Mary. But He is calling us to serve. What is your
response? Are you available to be used by God?
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.

Pray for those who serve in your
Connection Group: Teachers, Directors,
Care Group Leaders, etc. If you don’t
attend a Connection Group, now is a
great time to start!

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Matthew 1:18-25

Wednesday, December 8

Joseph: Ready for the Next Chapter
One of the wonders of Christmas is that God
courtship with Mary is dashed, and he learns
gave the honor of being the mother to the
that he will soon have to provide for a baby
Savior of the world to an unmarried teenthat is not his own.
aged girl. The created would carry in her
One can only imagine the emotions. Joseph
womb the Creator, her maker, who was to
is likely confused, angry, frustrated,
grow within her and be raised by her,
ashamed, and disappointed.
nurtured by her, taught by
To add to the stress is the fact
her, and loved by her. You
that he is devoted to the laws
might consider Mary to be a
He
did
as
the
angel
of morality given by Moses.
superstar of the Christmas
He knows exactly what he is
story.
of the Lord
required to do. Joseph,
commanded
him.
chagrined but a just man, was
I find it interesting, however,
determined to take care of
how little attention is given to
Matthew
1:24
things quietly so Mary would
Joseph. Who was he? We
not be publicly disgraced.
really don’t know that much
about him and we really don’t
This is not the script he had
pay much attention to what
come to believe was written by his Creator.
we do know. In fact, it might seem that he is
It’s a plan that he never could have
really not all that important to the story. Oh,
imagined. But just as he was experiencing
but he is. If we look closely, Joseph has a
the deepest despair of his young life,
very personal story to tell. He is a poor
something unexpected happened. An angel
young man, a carpenter devout in his faith
told him of the unanticipated next chapter in
and engaged to be married. And therein lies
his life. And the world rejoices.
his dilemma: his integrity as a Jew was at
stake, his dream of having a normal

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

God knows where you are. He’s got your
number. Be always ready to throw away the
script. Decide today to allow God to override
your plans and lead you to an unexpected next
chapter.

Pray that First Southern always follows
God’s call, trusting in Him to lead us and
guide us into His love for Him and for one
another.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Isaiah 7:10-16

Thursday, December 9

Isaiah: The Sign of Immanuel
Driving down the road recently, I spotted a
billboard that caught my attention. Maybe
you’ve seen it also. It read simply, “Consider
this your sign. – God.”

part. You really don’t know who you’re
dealing with, do you?”

Ahaz should not have refused the Lord’s
offer to ask for a sign. By refusing, he only
Trusting in that billboard as the Word of God
revealed his evil heart and lack of faith. But
is weak theology, but even so, I
the Lord turned a negative
can completely understand how
into a positive by ansomeone might be “looking for
nouncing the sign of all
a sign.” Hezekiah asked for one
signs. The sign? “Behold,
Therefore the Lord
in 2 Kings 20:8, David asked for
the virgin shall conceive
himself
will
give
you
one in Psalms 86:17, and Gideon
and bear a son, and shall
a
sign.
asked for one in Judges 6:17.
call his name Immanuel.”
Isaiah 7:14
Unlike those faith-filled heroes,
The sign of all signs. We
however, King Ahaz was evil and
need no other. There is no
wanted nothing to do with the
greater sign of God’s
Lord and refused to ask for a
closeness than “God with
sign even when God offered him the
us.” Are you looking for a sign from God
opportunity, through Isaiah, to do so.
today? Look no further than Jesus. It is an
Somewhat irritated, Isaiah seems to wonder
evil and adulterous generation that looks
if this guy really knew what he was getting
Jesus in the eyes and asks for another sign
himself into – as if to say, “Hey, man, it’s one
from heaven (Matthew 12:38-42). Does God
thing to try my patience, but to try God’s
love you? Is God with you? Will He ever
patience is quite a stupid strategy on your
leave you? Look to the cross for your answer.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Sometimes in life we don’t feel God’s presence
like we once did; we don’t hear His voice as
clearly as before; and we don’t see His activity in
our lives as distinctly as we would like. But
nonetheless, we know by faith that God is with
us. He is still faithful. He is still Immanuel.

For those in our church family who are
hurting, those who are wounded, those
who are seeking God’s face in a time of
mourning; pray for an extra awareness
in their spirit that God is with them.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 2:1-7

Friday, December 10

Bethlehem: A Village with No Room
Many people fly through the month of
walked away sad, deciding there was no
December at full speed, not having a
room for Jesus. Don’t be like him, either.
moment to relax and enjoy what the season
Likewise, when Judas rejected and betrayed
is actually about. At this time of year, do you
the Lord, he had decided there was no room
feel frantic, frazzled, rushed, broke, out of
for Jesus. Don‘t be like Judas. And when they
sorts, stressed, hurried, tired of turkey
nailed Him to the cross, the soldiers were
sandwiches, hectic, strained, overextended,
saying, “We don’t need you. There’s no
and with no room in your
room for you.” Don’t be like
schedule for anything else?
the soldiers, either.
Me too. I should learn to
slow down, I’m exhausted!
From you shall come But the truth is, we are more
like all of them than we would
a
ruler
who
will
When Mary and Joseph
like to admit. Now, I know
shepherd
my
people
arrived in Bethlehem after a
what you’re thinking, “Bob,
long trip, they were no doubt
I’ve never denied Jesus, or
Israel.
also exhausted. After all,
sold Him to the highest bidder.
Mary was pregnant, likely at
I didn’t mock Him or crucify
Matthew 2:6
full term, and had just
Him. That was the Jews, the
travelled 80 long, dusty
soldiers, that was Herod. That
miles. They needed some
was not me. I wasn’t there. I’m
rest. But there was no room. The innkeeper
not like them at all.”
said he had no room for the Son of God, no
room for Jesus. Don’t be like the innkeeper.
OK, but have you made room for Him? He
Years later, when Jesus invited the rich
made room for you (John 1:12).
young ruler to follow Him, the young man

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

There are a lot of things you can do without this
Christmas. But you can’t do without Jesus. You
just can’t.

Praise the Lord for Colton and Jill
Seamans, and our entire First Worship
Praise Team. They faithfully lead us into
worship every Sunday morning, and they
do it for God’s glory!

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 2:8-14

Saturday, December 11

Angels: Good News Bringers
To us, Christmas is special because it
celebrates the birth of Jesus. And because of
Him, it is also a time when we can envision a
world the way it could and ought to be.

What would make this a perfect world for
you? If cheesecake cured cancer? If the
grandkids would plead with you to tell them
more about the good ol’ days? If your
supervisor insisted that you take more paid
time off because you deserve it? I can think
of all kinds of things for my perfect world,
most of which would taste great
covered with cheese.

Have you ever thought about what a perfect
world would look like? There was an article
a few years ago in which a
man gave his idea of a
perfect world. He said, "In
Glory to God in the
a perfect world you would
But even so, God knows what we
feel as good at 60 as you
truly need, and it’s not more
highest, and on
did at 17. And you would
cheese. We need a Savior to
earth peace. . .
be as smart at 60 as you
rescue us from the penalty and
thought you were at 17."
power of our very own sin. We
Luke 2:14
“In a perfect world,” he
need God with us. The angels
continued, “professional
knew this, and they couldn’t help
football and basketball
but praise God as they delivered
players would complain because schoolthe news that Christ had come. Galatians
teachers were signing multi-million-dollar
4:4-5 reminds us to celebrate not only Christ,
contracts.” “In a perfect world,” he said,
but God’s perfect timing, for “when the
“potato chips would have calories, but if
fullness of time had come, God sent forth His
eaten with dip, the calories would be
Son . . .”
neutralized." That was his idea of a perfect
world.
And Heaven and Earth rejoiced.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Praise God today for presenting the perfect gift –
Jesus – in His perfect timing – for the perfect
purpose – to call you His own.

Pray for yourself, that you might serve
and bless others with the blessings
which God has blessed you with.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 2:15-21

Sunday, December 12

Shepherds: “The Least of These”
It was a difficult time for the young couple.
been born; Christ the Lord they called Him.
They were tired, Mary was uncomfortable,
Then they gave us the sign that He would be
the baby was due, and there was no room in
in a manger.” “Yeah,” another shepherd
the inn. Joseph was stressed; he needed to
chimes in. "Then a whole bunch of these
find rest for his family and a decent spot for
other angels appeared and started singing. It
his wife to deliver the baby. He just wanted
was totally awesome!”
everything to be OK. As I picture this young
couple in my mind, however, they are not
If Joseph was wondering if everything was
feeling inconvenienced. They
going to be OK, I'm sure the
are not grumpy, ungrateful, or
account he just heard from
short-tempered with one
the shepherds helped to
another, or even with the
assure him that it would be. It
But Mary treasured
innkeeper who turned them
wasn't conventional, and it
up all these things,
away. They are thankful for
wasn't convenient, but it was
pondering them in
what they have; a little straw
OK. At the end of the day, it
perhaps, and a manger in
was Joseph, Mary, and their
her heart.
which to place the baby when
healthy baby boy. And in the
He comes.
joy of looking into the
Luke 2:19
precious face of that divine
And then He came. The Savior
baby, any difficulties they
was born, just as they expected He would be.
experienced during that first Christmas
But what they absolutely did not expect was
failed to matter anymore.
a group of shepherds to rejoice with them
over the birth. Can you imagine how
Are you expecting a difficult Christmas this
surprised Mary and Joseph were when these
year? It happens. But rejoice in what's most
guys showed up? And the story they told!
important – Jesus has come, God is with you,
"This angel told us that today a Savior has
and everything will be OK.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

This same child who was so humbly born in a
stable and laid in a manger would one day take
away the sin of the world. Come, behold Him.
Come, let us adore Him. He is Christ our Lord.

Pray for Pastor Drew Ray as he leads First
Southern students. Our church, our
families, and our community all need
strong Christian leaders of every
generation.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Matthew 2:1-2, 9

Monday, December 13

Star Trek: The Heavens Declare His Glory
At the writing of this devotional, the world is
where "wise men from the East" (magi) are
anticipating the “Christmas Star of 2020.”
inspired by the star to travel to Jerusalem.
The planets Jupiter and Saturn will appear to
be so close to one another that on December
Various explanations have been provided for
21, 2020, they are expected to look like one
this biblical account over the years. Some
extremely bright shining star, even though
say the Star of Bethlehem was perhaps a
they’ll actually be 450 million miles apart.
comet. Some suggest a supernova. Others
This so-called “Great Conpropose that Jupiter and the
junction” is rare and was last
star named Regulus might
witnessed from Earth on
have had their own conMarch 4, 1226. The event
junction that year. These are
We saw his star
might be over-dramatized
interesting theories. But can
when it rose and
speculation fueled by social
any of these phenomena
have
come
to
media gone wild, but then
explain how the star “went
again, it might be the coolest
before them” and then “came
worship him.
thing ever. I’ll let you know
to rest over the place where
next week when I see it.
the child was?” (Matt. 2:9). I’m
Matthew 2:2
no astronomer, but I think not.
Sometimes we look to
So, what was it then?
science to explain the Bible,
but this can be a mistake. Even so, many are
The star was a testimony of God’s grace and
asking, “Can this astronomical event possibly
the fulfillment of prophecy (Num. 24:17). It
explain the Star of Bethlehem?” The Star of
was God setting eternity in the hearts of
Bethlehem, or Christmas Star, appears in
those who seek Him, and it was the heavens
the nativity story of the Gospel of Matthew
declaring His glory (Ps. 19:1).

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

God might not guide you to Bethlehem with a
special star, but remember His promise. . . “You
will seek me and find me, when you seek me with
all your heart.” – Jeremiah 29:13

Join with us today in prayer for Pastor
Derek Wilkerson and his family, along
with the entire First Southern Young
Adult Department.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Matthew 2:3-6

Tuesday, December 14

Religious Leaders: Let’s Get Moving!
It seems Jerusalem was kept out of the loop
seek the Lord in Bethlehem even on the day
on the birth of Christ. It had likely been
they told Herod where to find Him? I
nearly two years since Jesus was born, and it
suppose they just didn’t consider it to be
looks like nobody in the city of Jerusalem
important. Perhaps they figured that God
knows about Him, which seems a bit odd.
knew where they were, and He should come
Luke chapter 2 tells us that
to them.
the shepherds did a pretty
Truth is, sometimes we might
good job of sharing the news
He
inquired
of
them
be guilty of the same. How
about Jesus’ birth to many in
often do we ask God to come
Bethlehem. Wouldn't you
where the Christ
closer to where we are with
think they’d spread the good
was
to
be
born.
His comfort, His peace, His
news in Jerusalem also? Of
wisdom, without first moving
course they would. At a
Matthew
2:4
from where we are in life to
minimum, the Jerusalemites
where He is? The magi had
would have heard the story
the right idea. The writer of 1
from those the shepherds
Chronicles says it with these
told. So why didn’t anybody
words
as
recorded
in 16:11, “Seek the Lord
in Jerusalem seem to know about the child?
and His strength; seek His presence
Now, it’s not like they weren’t religious
continually!” In fact, this appeal is repeated
people; Jerusalem was where the temple
by the psalmist (105:4), Jeremiah (50:14),
was. This is where the priests, scribes, and
Solomon (Proverbs 28:5), Isaiah (55:6), Paul
many of the Pharisees lived. These folks
(Acts 15:17), Zephaniah (2:3), Amos (5:6),
were in church all the time!
John (5:44), Jesus (Matt. 6:33), and even my
The chief priests and scribes knew where the
grandma. Let us all determine to seek the
Christ was to be born. So why didn’t they
Lord continually.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Set your mind on things that are above, not on
things that are on the earth (Colossians 3:1-2).

Pray for our 7 servant ministry teams at
First Southern, asking God to direct their
steps as they serve Him by serving His
church.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Matthew 2:7-12

Wednesday, December 15

Magi from the East: Gifts for the King
The magi. Who were these guys? We don’t
We don’t know much about this incident at
know. Where did they come from? We don’t
all, do we? In fact, we don’t know anything
know. How many were there? We don’t
about this visit other than what Matthew
know. Were they kings? We don’t know, but
records for us. This much we do know,
probably not. Did they arrive at the stable?
however: The journey of those wise men
Very doubtful. So what do we know? We
from the east was not an easy one and it has
know they brought gifts –
significant parallels with our
gold,
frankincense,
and
own journey today. Their
myrrh. Did they know the
journey was a journey of
significance of their gifts?
sacrifice. It was a journey of
They saw the child
Probably not. How much gold,
worship. It was a journey of
with his mother
frankincense, and myrrh did
faith.
they give to Jesus? We don’t
Mary, and they
know. If it had been all that
Your own journey of faith
bowed down and
important, it surely would
may not be an easy one.
worshiped
him.
have been recorded for us.
People will question you, coWhat else do we know? We
workers will scratch their
Matthew 2:11
know that these gifts were
heads and call you crazy,
remarkably prophetic for the
family members may turn
life and death of our Lord.
their backs on you. But like
Kings routinely received gifts of gold, and
the magi, you come to Jesus to worship and
Jesus was certainly a king (Hebrews 1:8). A
to bring your gifts. What did you offer Him
gift of frankincense was one that a priest
today? He doesn’t want your gold, He
would find useful, and Jesus was certainly
doesn’t need your incense, and He is no
our great High Priest (Hebrews 2:17). And
longer dead, so He doesn’t need any more
myrrh? Myrrh was used as perfume and to
fancy perfume, either. So what gift is fit for
bury the dead (John 19:39).
the King of Kings? Just you. Give Him you.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Jesus wants our hearts. He wants our devotion,
our faith, and the obedience that follows. That’s
not to say that the church that He built doesn’t
need your gifts because it does, but the King at
the center of it all just needs you.

Pray that the First Southern family,
beginning with you, becomes even more
convicted to give to Jesus sacrificially,
offering Him not only our gifts, but
ourselves as living sacrifices.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Thursday, December 16

Read: Matthew 2:13-15
Egypt: Fleeing, But Still in God’s Hands
The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream; he tells him to get up and take Mary
and Jesus and run to Egypt because Herod
will search for Jesus to kill Him. So they flee
for their lives.

frozen bodies of 8,600 American soldiers
laying in the snow.
Although Christmas is not always what we
hope for, God is in control and He has a plan.
I want you to hear what God’s Word says
about His faithfulness and your future.

Not all Christmases are what we hope for.
On Christmas Eve 1776, George Washington
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed,
and his men crossed the Delaware River on a
for I am your God; I will
frigid night to launch a sneak
strengthen you, I will help
attack. Soon they would be
you, I will uphold you with my
retreating to Valley Forge
This was to fulfill
righteous right hand. – Isaiah
where disease would kill
what
the
Lord
had
41:10
nearly 2,000 men.
On Christmas Day of 1861,
Abraham Lincoln sat upstairs
in the White House watching
his 10-year-old son die.
Downstairs, Congress was
debating whether or not to
arrest Mrs. Lincoln as a
national security risk.

spoken by the
prophet, “Out of
Egypt I called my
son.”
Matthew 2:15

On Christmas Day in 1944, the German
Luftwaffe was mercilessly bombing the
beleaguered 101st Airborne leaving the

When the righteous cry for
help, the Lord hears and
delivers them out of all their
troubles. The Lord is near to
the broken-hearted and saves
the crushed in spirit. – Psalm
34:17-18

You may not need to flee to Egypt this
Christmas, but rest in the knowledge that
regardless of what the future holds, God is
already there waiting for you to arrive.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Give God time to work. His timing is not the
same as ours. Our faith, when refined, is precious
to God and results in praise and glory and honor
at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:7).

Pray for the generations: For our young
and median adults as they depend upon
God’s Word to guide them and instruct
them in holy living.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Matthew 2:16-18

Friday, December 17

Herod: A Slippery Slope to Murder
Why, Herod, why were you so opposed to
Jesus? He was just an innocent child, yet
your hatred of Him was so great that you
killed all the little boys in Bethlehem two
years and younger, hoping to end His life.
But why did you do it? I must know.

The evil was already in your heart, Herod; it
only came to the surface in the Christmas
story. You had welcomed sin into your life
long before you ever ordered anyone to be
murdered – and there were many who
suffered from those orders over the years.

Why did you do it? The only
Was it your pride? Did you feel
possible answer is that you
threatened that One greater
“Rachel
weeping
for
were so callused by your sin
than you had been born? Was it
and so wrapped up in
fear? Were you afraid that
her children; she
yourself that you didn't care
your kingly lifestyle might be
refused
to
be
about others anymore. Sin
disrupted? Was it for your
comforted, because
does that. If you continue in
glory, hoping the people might
your sin, then each time it
recognize the brutal power that
they are no more.”
just gets easier to sin.
was present and lording over
them? Was it for political
Matthew 2:18
Yes, Herod started out with
power? Did you sense that He
what he considered to be
was a threat to your throne
little lies and little acts of
somehow? Was it jealousy? Were you
deceit, and soon it was easy for him to issue
jealous that the magi came to worship, but
the order to murder innocent children
not to worship you? I must know.
without remorse or regret.
Why were you blind to what the shepherds
Let us pray that God helps us to recognize
saw? Why didn’t you see the miracle of the
the slippery slope of sin in our own lives.
star that the magi followed? Why did you
not choose to believe? I think I know.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Regardless of how the enemy might be tempting
you into a lifestyle of sin, don’t go there. Your
hope, peace, joy, and love come from Jesus.
Keep trusting the Savior.

Pray for wisdom in recognizing the sin in
your own life and for God’s strength to
repent of that sin and change course.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 2:22-35

Saturday, December 18

Simeon: His Eyes Have Seen the Glory of the Coming of the Lord
I received an invitation recently. It came in
don’t know how old Simeon was when he
an oversized envelope adorned by elegant
received the invitation, but we get the sense
calligraphy. I opened the envelope and
that he is now an old man and he had been
pulled out a sheet of fancy stationery
waiting a very, very long time for this event
embellished with gracious words that
to occur. Did he get tired of waiting? Did the
seemed to indicate that I would be an
people get tired of hearing that Simeon
honored guest at a greatly
would one day meet the Lord?
anticipated event. But then
the wait came, and it was a
In life, we wait. A report from a
“For
my
eyes
have
long wait. The wedding was
few years ago said that on
delayed twice, and by the
average, we spend six months
seen your
time the event finally
sitting at stoplights, over five
salvation.”
occurred, I was tired of
years waiting in lines, thirteen
waiting and frankly tired of
hours annually waiting on hold
Luke
2:30
anticipating the joy that
for customer service, and
would be present on that
thirty-eight hours each year
day.
waiting in traffic. Yes, in life, we
wait. But some things are
Likewise, Simeon received an invitation. It
worth waiting for.
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had
Just as He did for Simeon, God invites you to
seen the Lord’s Christ (v. 26). An invitation
meet Jesus (Romans 10:13). You are an
to meet the Savior! Can you imagine the
honored guest at this event. Have you
anticipation? No doubt he told everyone he
accepted your invitation? Let the wait be
knew that he would soon meet the Messiah
over.
face to face. But then the wait came. We

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Sometimes we find ourselves waiting for a word
from God. Whom should I marry? What college
should I attend? Which church should I join? The
willingness to wait is a revelation of our trust.

Pray for Re|engage and the Men’s and
Women’s Ministries as they strive to
teach God’s revealed will for the men
and women of First Southern Baptist
Church.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 2:36-38

Sunday, December 19

Anna: The Wait is Over
If anyone should have grown tired of waiting
Anna and her long wait matter to God. After
it was surely Anna. Some translations say she
all, He told us her name! But what was so
was a widow for 84 years after just seven
special about her that God would include her
years of marriage. It seems she might well
in the Scriptures? Is she mentioned in the
have been 105 years old! Other translations
Bible simply to give us a model of waiting
indicate she was 84. But
correctly? I think there’s
here’s the point – she was
more to her story than that.
very old and had been
Perhaps widowhood coupled
waiting a very long time. It
She did not depart
with having no children left
was a prolonged, drawn out,
from
the
temple,
tremendous sorrow in Anna’s
never ending period of
worshiping
with
heart. But she turned her pain
waiting: day after day, month
into prayer, making it an
after month, year after year,
fasting and prayer
offering to God, pouring out
decade upon decade of
night
and
day.
her broken and contrite heart
fasting and praying in the
to the Lord (Psalm 51:17).
temple both day and night.
Luke 2:37
Waiting is hard. Much of the
waiting that occupies us is
open ended. We wait for love and marriage
without knowing if it will come. We wait for
children without knowing whether we will
conceive. We wait for justice. We wait for
healing. So how do we wait in these seasons
correctly? Anna shows us how.

Damaged by life, we can feel
hopeless. But pouring out her
anguish to God she trusted that there was
hope. We too can discover what Anna
found. Ancient prophets clung to God in
fasting and prayer, and He told them His
secrets as a friend (Psalm 25:14). Cling to
God and hear Him whisper comfort into your
soul.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Let’s learn from the senior saints in our midst,
especially those who have led righteous, devout
lives dedicated to the Lord.

Pray for Pastor Wilson Beardsley and
Dave and Jeanette Holland, as they serve
the Lord in Older Adult Ministry. Join
them every Tuesday morning at 9:30 for
food, fellowship, and Bible Study!

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Matthew 2:19-23; Luke 2:39-40

Monday, December 20

Nazareth: Jesus’ Hometown
Nazareth was an insignificant little town with
solitude, contemplation, and prayer, but
the remarkable reputation of being utterly
perhaps in a house with four brothers and at
unremarkable in every way. It is not
least two sisters (Matthew 13:55-56), there
mentioned in the entire Old Testament, the
were very few moments of quiet solitude.
writings of the Jewish historian, Josephus, or
Can you imagine having Jesus as your
in any rabbinic writings. It was a place where
sibling? Even as a child, He did not sin. He
everyone knew everyone. It
always obeyed His parents,
was there that Jesus grew
was always polite and
from early childhood to
respectful, and was a
So
was
fulfilled
what
adolescence, and then into
reasonable, responsible child,
adulthood. We can almost
perfect in every way. One can
was said through
picture Joseph and Mary
almost hear the admonishthe prophets, that
keeping a growth chart on
ment, “Why can’t you be
he would be called a more like your brother,
the wall of their home in
Nazareth. But Jesus not only
Jesus?” Talk about pressure!
Nazarene.
grew physically, He also grew
We bring this background
spiritually. That is what Luke
Matthew 2:23
study to you today to remind
referred to when he said that
you that Jesus was one
Jesus was filled with wisdom.
hundred percent fully human.
Growing up in a large family in Nazareth two
It is easy to imagine that growing up in
thousand years ago was not very different
Nazareth would have provided young Jesus
than growing up in a large family in Del City,
an opportunity to enjoy quiet times of
Oklahoma, today.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Because He is fully God and fully human, Jesus is
able to save anyone who comes to Him in faith and
repentance. If you have never done so, will you do
this today?

Pray for the generations: For our senior
adults as they share their knowledge of
the Lord, His wisdom, and His grace with
the younger generations.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Luke 1:1-4

Tuesday, December 21

Luke: A Careful Investigator
Luke was a people person. He alone tells us
glimpse of Jesus? Can you remember what
of the woman who bathed Jesus’ feet with
kind of tree he climbed? Luke says it was a
her tears and wiped them with her hair in the
sycamore tree, and sure enough, if you go to
home of Simon the Pharisee. It is Luke who
the precise spot outside Jericho where that
relates the immortal story of the Prodigal
encounter took place, you will find sycamore
Son and the Loving Father, as well as the
trees by the roadside.
penitent thief on the cross.
That’s impressive detail. And
He saw people as more than
this is where Luke is so
characters in a story, but as
troubling to skeptics today.
real people who experienced
I myself have
He combines these accurate
real events that literally
carefully
historical details with miracle
changed history.
investigated
stories of Jesus healing the
blind, the deaf, curing lepers,
Luke tells us he has spoken to
everything from the
and ultimately rising from the
the eyewitnesses of Jesus’
beginning.
dead. Luke spends more time
life, death and resurrection,
on the resurrection than any
and carefully gathered their
Luke
1:3
other Gospel writer because
testimonies together to form
he knows he has a skeptical
this Gospel. By doing so, he
audience, and he wants to
recognizes that Christianity is
give
them
tangible
reason to believe.
not an emotional movement. It is historical
in its nature. Our faith is not based on
You can’t dismiss Luke as a crazy religious
feelings or opinions; our faith is based on
zealot. This is an accomplished historian and
fact. It’s real history. It really happened.
scientist of the highest order, telling us
amazing stories, but using objective
Luke’s attention to detail is impressive. You
eyewitness testimony to do it.
remember the story of Zacchaeus, the tax
collector, who climbed a tree to catch a

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Build your faith on facts, not feelings. Christianity
is historical. Christianity is orderly. Christianity is
verifiable. Christianity is certain.

Would you pray for Pastor Steve Russell
and his family as he continues in his
calling of telling others of Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection?

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Matthew 3:1-12

Wednesday, December 22

John the Baptist: Preparing the Way
We are well into the Advent season.
Christmas is almost here! But why did we
include a study of John the Baptist in our
Advent devotional? What does John the
Baptist have to do with Advent? Everything.

God. But how do we do that? How do we
prepare our hearts for Christmas? John tells
us – by repentance of our sins and praying
for God’s forgiveness.

John was quite the tough preacher. When
the Pharisees and Sadducees came to be
The Bible tells us that God sent a man named
baptized by him, he called them
John to prepare the way for
a brood of vipers and warned
the coming of Jesus. And
them to get their lives right
so, John told the people to
with God before it was too late.
make His paths straight.
Repent, for the
I don’t think he had ever read
John wasn't talking about
kingdom
of
heaven
Dale Carnegie’s book “How to
building a highway for Jesus
Make Friends and Influence
to walk on. He was talking
has come near.
People”!!
about the hearts of the
people. “Repent for the
Matthew 3:2
But isn’t that what Advent is all
kingdom of heaven is near”
about? Let’s allow this season
(Matthew 3:2). Simply put,
of Advent to serve as a stern
John was calling the people
warning for us to get our house in order.
to prepare their hearts to receive the Savior.
What good is it if we have perfect knowledge
The season of Advent reminds us to do the
of the “Reason for the Season” if our hearts
same. We are reminded to clean up our
aren’t right when He comes? Sometimes we
hearts from all evil, and "make the crooked
need strong medicine, and much as we don’t
paths straight and rough places smooth"
like it and as bad as it tastes in our mouth, it
(Isaiah 40:4) in order for us to truly
is necessary none the less. The Lord will
experience the journey to Bethlehem and
appear suddenly. Poof! Are you ready?
see the baby in the manger, the Holy Son of

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.

Use today’s devotion to prompt you to
ask God to forgive you of specific sins
that you have not yet discussed with
Him.
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Read: John 3:22-30

Thursday, December 23

John the Baptist: I Must Decrease
What is your biggest flaw? Mine is being too
John’s solution? “He must increase, but I
handsome. But seriously, I am my own worst
must decrease.” It is tough to decrease
enemy. I am something of a perfectionist.
when self-promotion is key to advancement.
When I write a text message, for example, I
Yet, success comes when we become less,
scrutinize every word before I hit the “send”
and He becomes more. John the Baptist
button. I read and re-read that text ad
knew that it wasn’t about himself, but about
nauseam to ensure that it is grammatically
Jesus. His advice? It’s time to get over
correct, without spelling
yourself.
errors, and does a fine job of
making me look intelligent,
John didn’t say, “He ought to
He must increase,
sophisticated, and like I have
increase, and I ought to
but I must decrease. decrease.” He said, “He must
my life all together.
increase, and I must deJohn 3:30
I am overly fixated on doing
crease.” Where is the wiggle
well. Yet, every time I try to do
room? There is none. There
better, I don’t. Every time I try
is no wiggle room with how
to figure things out, I don’t.
you are to live your life. To
Every time I think I have my friends
invite chaos into your life, look for the wiggle
convinced that I am awesome in every way,
room in how you live it. What days must you
I realize that I inadvertently used a semidecrease? Everyday. Increase even for a day
colon instead of a hyphen, and I’m
and watch the chaos come in.
absolutely sure that the world now knows
that my life is a mess because of that
When we see ourselves as less and Him as
oversight.
more, we can begin to see things through
the eyes of the Savior.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

The sin of pride tells us that we deserve
attention, recognition, and affirmation. It leads
to hurt feelings and keeps us from saying we are
sorry or that we were wrong.

Will you pray for Pastor Michael
Pruegert as he strives to glorify God in
the wise stewardship of the resources
God has entrusted to First Southern?

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: John 1:1-5

Christmas Eve

Jesus: God’s First and Final Word
I like to play a game with my wife, and I’m
When Jesus feeds the 5,000 with the fish and
not even sure she’s aware. Often when I
loaves, only John tells us they were barley
hear a strange word that I am unfamiliar
loaves. When Jesus walked on water and
with, I will look up its definition, memorize it,
came to the disciples in the middle of the
and then repeat the word to her, weaving it
storm, John is the one who tells us they had
seamlessly into a conversation. When she
rowed between 3 and 4 miles when the
asks me what the word means, I act
storm came. He is the one who tells us there
surprised that she doesn’t
were 6 stone pots of water
know. For example, we were
that Jesus turned into wine.
driving down the road not long
Only John tells us about the
ago, when I looked out the
In the beginning was crown of thorns and how the
window and declared, “That is
soldiers gambled for Jesus’
the Word, and the
the largest murmuration I
robe. He knows the exact
Word was with God, weight of the aloes and
have ever seen. What about
you, dear? Is that also the
myrrh that was used to
and the Word was
largest murmuration you have
anoint Jesus’ body to
God.
ever seen? What? You don’t
prepare it for burial. John
know what a murmuration is?
remembers how the perJohn 1:1
I am shocked.” I have her
fume of the ointment filled
convinced that I know stuff,
the house when Jesus was
when I really don’t.
anointed. And it is John who
tells us that in the beginning was Jesus. Jesus
But the Apostle John really does know stuff.
was with God and Jesus was God. He was in
Reading the first sentence of his Gospel, we
the beginning, before time began. Everysee that he has incredible insight to share.
thing was created through Him and for Him.
Jesus is God the Son. He is eternal. He
In Him is life and the light that shines in Him
created all things, and He is life itself. Yes,
defeats darkness and darkness will not
John definitely knows stuff.
overcome the light of Jesus.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Everything began with Jesus, so why would we
begin anything without Him?

God does not want to be included in
your plans for 2022. He wants to BE your
plan for 2022. Pray for His guidance and
direction for all of next year.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: John 1:14-18

Christmas Day

Jesus: The Word Made Flesh
John doesn’t begin the Christmas story with
angels, shepherds, magi, or even a manger.
He goes back much further.
To the
beginning. The very beginning. In the
beginning was the Word. The Word was
with God and the Word was God. Yet, the
Word became flesh. Jesus became a human.
Fully God, yet fully man. And listen, if that’s
a hard concept for you to wrap your brain
around, don’t feel alone.
People have wrestled with it
for 2,000 years.

Jesus was a man. I love how one author puts
it, “For 33 years He would feel everything
you and I have ever felt. He felt weak. He
grew weary. He got colds, burped, and even
had body odor. His feelings got hurt. His feet
got tired. And his head ached.” It’s all a part
of being human.

To think of Jesus in such a way seems almost
irreverent, doesn’t it? It’s
not something we like to do;
it’s uncomfortable. It’s so
The Word became
much easier to keep the
flesh and made his
Jesus was conceived in a
humanity out of the
womb. He was born just like
incarnation.
Clean
the
dwelling among us.
you and I were as Mary
manure from around the
pushed Him from her body.
manger. Wipe the sweat out
John 1:14
Jesus depended upon His
of His eyes. Pretend He never
parents to feed Him, bathe
snored or blew His nose or
Him, and change His dirty
hit His thumb with a hamdiapers. Jesus had to learn to walk, and no
mer. He’s easier to stomach that way.
doubt took many falls along the way. He had
to learn to talk. Yes, the Word had to learn
But don’t do it. For heaven’s sake don’t. Let
to talk. Jesus got tired. He got hungry and
Him be as human as He intended to be. Let
He got thirsty. If you hit Him, He bruised. If
Him into the mire and muck of your world.
you cut Him, He bled. If you killed Him, He
For only if we let Him in can He pull us out.
died.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

It’s the greatest story ever told: God becomes a
man, launches the greatest rescue mission in the
history of the world, and secures eternal life for
billions of people. Give thanks today for your
rescue. It came at a great cost.

Praise God today for giving you the very
best Christmas present – His love in
Jesus Christ; your one mediator with
God who gave His life as a ransom for all.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: 1 Timothy 2:5-7

Sunday, December 26

Jesus: Bringing a Family Reunion
Are you without your family this Christmas?
Father. Jesus came to connect us; to begin
As a former military member, I spent many
the family reunion even today.
Christmases away from family. I have sent
Christmas greetings from as far away as
Trust Him. You can’t solve all your problems
Turkey, Germany, South Korea, Afghanistan,
on your own. Without Jesus, you’re trapped
and even CA, NJ, MS, TX, LA, AL, and Altus,
in the expectations of others. You’re trapped
OK. Christmas is hard without
in living for the approval of
family. But the ironic thing is
your peers. You’re trapped in
that Christmas is all about
a cycle of searching for
bringing family together: my
For there is one God something – anything – that
Father, my Savior, and me.
might bring you true joy and
and one mediator
satisfaction in life. Without
between
God
and
It’s about how Jesus came
Jesus, you’re on the road to
into this world so that we
men, the man Christ destruction. He came to save
might be with Him for
you from all that. He came to
Jesus.
eternity when He gathers His
bring the family together and
family into His Father’s house
to Himself.
1 Timothy 2:5
which has many rooms (John
As you look around this
14:2). Yes, Christmas is about
Christmas, you’ll see plenty of
a great family reunion. Maybe
good in the Christmas season even if you are
you have loved ones there already waiting to
without your earthly family. But even so,
celebrate the love of God with you.
celebrate your family reunion even today. In
Christ, God the Father accepts you. God the
But even while in this world, we need Jesus.
Son intercedes for you. God the Holy Spirit
There is a void that we can’t satisfy without
resides within you. All of this is God’s grace
Him in our lives because deep down, we
to celebrate you as His child.
know that we are not connected with our

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

There are two kinds of people in the world:
those who know they need Jesus in order to be
reconciled to God, and those who don’t know it
yet. Do you know it?

Pray for someone you know who is
celebrating Christmas alone today
perhaps because of the loss of a loved
one, or because of a relationship that has
been severed.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: John 3:1-8

Monday, December 27

Believers: You Must be Born Again
Nicodemus had what most people wanted.
Change comes hard for me. What about my
He was wealthy, educated, respected, and
teaching position? What about my seat on
powerful in both civic and religious life.
the Sanhedrin?” But Jesus said all that He
When he spoke, people listened. But even
needed to say.
so, he seemed to sense there was more to
life. So he came to have a little talk with
Nicodemus could have said, “But I’ve been a
Jesus. Many have questioned why he came
good member of the synagogue,” and Jesus
at night, but we might
would have replied, “You must
wonder why he came at
be born again.”
And then
all? Was there a personal
Nicodemus
might
have
need? Was there someexplained,
“I’ve
spent
my
whole
No one can see the
thing missing in his life? He
life teaching the Bible,” but
kingdom of God
came to talk to Jesus about
Jesus would have replied again,
Jesus. But Jesus wanted to
“You must be born again.” And
unless he is born
talk to Nicodemus about
then Nicodemus might have
again.
Nicodemus.
asked, “But do you know how
much money I give to the
John 3:3
“Nicodemus, you must be
temple?” And Jesus would have
born again.”
said, “You must be born again.”
And as a last stab at justification,
I think Nicodemus understood more than we
Nicodemus might have said, “But I’m a good
sometimes think. Perhaps he grasped the
person.” But again, Jesus would say, “You
truth of what Jesus said, but he wasn’t
must be born again.”
willing to accept it. “How can a man be born
when he is old?” I think what he might have
God made us in such a way that we will not
been saying is, “Jesus, I’ve been travelling
find rest until we find it in Him.
down the same old road for a long time.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Assurance is knowing that your sins are forgiven.
Is that what Nicodemus was searching for? We
find it only in Jesus.

Will you pray today for our deacons and
their families, committed to serving
those called to the First Southern Family.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Tuesday, December 28

Read: 1 John 5:4-5
Believers: Overcomers by Our Faith
I read the verses. Thank you, John, for those
words of encouragement. But frankly, I
don’t always feel like an overcomer. I’m
tired. . . always tired. I’m on edge and a little
uncertain. I’m frustrated and even a little
annoyed. Sometimes I look at our world and
I feel weary and defeated, wondering how
my faith is going to keep up with the
craziness that I see. I suspect that very few
of us on any given day would
say, “I’m feeling like an
overcomer.”

you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world.”
When Jesus was led to the cross, what
happened? He secured our victory. When He
was laid in the tomb, what happened? He
walked out and secured our victory. When
He ascended to the Father, why was He
allowed to sit at the right hand? Because He
secured the victory.

And this is the
victory that has
overcome the
world—our faith

We do have trouble in this
world, and sometimes we
bring those troubles onto
ourselves. We allow ourselves
to be tempted, dragged down,
and carried away. Our faith
wanes and we allow our
convictions to be stifled. We
compromise our integrity. Our
spiritual life has lost its shine.

We don’t always feel like
overcomers. But know this –
we are not the first to have
those feelings. But what we
feel and what is true can
1 John 5:4
often be quite opposite.
John doesn’t say anything
about how we feel, or the
circumstances we find ourselves in, or our
So how is it exactly that we are overcomers?
spiritual fervency. The ones who are
Because Jesus has already won the victory.
overcomers are the ones who testify that the
In Christ, His victory is our victory. We are
journey we are on is not a journey we do in
overcomers In Christ, and we are
our own strength – rather it is a journey that
overcomers only in Christ.
is done in Christ. Jesus said, “In this world

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

We don’t feel like overcomers, yet Jesus comes to
us, picks us up, and gives us the victory. He holds
us in grace and gives us a taste of what it is to
overcome.

Today, give thanks for Justin Skalla, our
Director of Media Communications, as
he shares the Gospel through every
electronic medium and throughout the
world.
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65

Read: Romans 8:1-11

Wednesday, December 29

God the Holy Spirit: A New Mind
A deer had caught its foot in a fence and
where it can’t injure you. And then you wait.
couldn’t break loose. I watched the video for
And when it finally gives up and quits
several minutes as it twisted and kicked. The
thrashing around, you make your move.
more it struggled against the barbed wire,
the worse the situation seemed to be. The
The same principle applies in our
poor animal was desperate to be free. Why
relationship with the Holy Spirit. Until we
wouldn’t the person holding the camera just
give up, we aren’t really in a position to be
go help? I grew frustrated as
helped. Have you given up
I watched the animal suffer
ownership of your life to the
and wondered if the deer
Holy Spirit who wants to live
For to set the mind
might die that day. After
within you? Because until
what seemed an eternity, the
then you can’t experience His
on the flesh is
deer gave up the struggle.
Paul writes, "For to set
death, but to set the power.
Maybe it tired itself out, or
the mind on the flesh is death,
mind on the Spirit is but to set the mind on the
maybe it had resigned itself
to being caught in that fence
Spirit is life and peace." If we
life and peace.
forever. That’s when the
live our lives based on the
man nearby made his move.
sinful desires of the flesh we
Romans 8:6
As the deer was hanging
will constantly struggle in our
helpless and exhausted, he
spiritual lives. If we watch
walked up to it from behind, snipped the
things we shouldn’t watch, read things we
wire, and watched the deer leap to safety.
shouldn’t read, go places we shouldn’t go,
then we will be doing things we shouldn’t do.
I’m not one to walk around the with a pair of
If we desire the things of the sinful nature,
wire cutters, but I did learn something from
we will do the things of the sinful nature.
that video. The correct way to rescue a
However, if we live our lives by the Holy
trapped animal is to stay far enough away to
Spirit, we will do the things that God desires.

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Live according to the Spirit. The work of Christ is
lived out in us through Spirit-empowered living.

Set your mind on things of the Spirit not
just on Sunday, but during the week also.
First Southern has you covered with
awesome weekday Bible studies.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Acts 2:22-24

Thursday, December 30

God the Father: The Master Planner
Human blood was spilled on that day. Plenty
the powerful verses in the Bible, this one
of it. A man was falsely arrested, mocked,
brings me to my knees. One translation
tortured, and finally killed all before the sun
reads, “Yet the LORD was pleased to crush
was even at its highest. The words, “It is
him severely.” It pleased the Father to crush
finished” were muttered, and the powerful
His Son for your sake. And it pleased the Son
sun went dark. The Earth
to be crushed for you. Take a
itself cried out; the rocks
moment and let that sink in.
split, a curtain was torn,
But there’s more, my friends.
tombs were opened, and
This man was
So much more!
the dead were raised. This
handed
over
to
you
was no ordinary man. This
Because He was a man, He was
by God’s deliberate
was no ordinary death.
put into a grave. But because
This was God’s master plan.
plan and
He is God, the grave could not
foreknowledge.
hold Him. Not only did He set
It was a day of physical
us free from the penalty of sin,
agony for Jesus. It was a
Acts
2:23
but He also gave us the
day of deep mourning for
assurance of eternal life. In the
His mother. It was a day of
same way Christ rose from the
great fear for His disciples.
dead,
so
will
we. This is God’s master plan.
It was a day of disbelief and shame for His
followers. And it was a day of indescribable
We have a God who loves us more than we
anguish in Heaven as Jesus cried out to His
know. We have eternal life in Him who
Father, “My God, My God, why have you
gave His own life for us. This was God’s
forsaken me?” This was God’s master plan.
master plan from the foundation of the
world – to die for you so that you might live
“Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and
for Him. Are you living for Him today?
cause Him to suffer” (Isaiah 53:10a). Of all

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

The crucifixion was no accident; it was God’s set
purpose and good will. It was a divine necessity
to bring about God’s plan. Know that Jesus did
not lose His life for you – He gave it.

Join us as we pray for Pastor Bob
Schobert and his family, serving in the
educational ministries of First Southern.

First Southern Baptist Church
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Read: Hebrews 1:1-4

Friday, December 31

God the Son: Speaking for the Father
There’s a lot of fake news out there. In fact,
Have you ever just wanted God to whisper in
I once read that Abraham Lincoln warned,
your ear? To tell you why it hurts right now?
“Don’t believe everything you read on the
Which choice to make? How to handle your
internet.” I might need to fact-check that
conflicted desires? How to forgive hurt? To
quote, though. And over my lifetime I’ve
point the way to starting over? To explain
found I can’t trust everything a politician
why He did or didn’t act in a situation? To
tells me, and I can’t always trust everything
make it clear what He would like you to do?
a salesman tells me. I’ve
To give you permission to
learned to question things that
give up or to give you
experts tell me as well:
endurance to carry on?
He is the radiance of
doctors, lawyers, theologians,
and even my butcher. It’s not
the glory of God and What would Jesus say if He
that I believe these people are
were to whisper in your ear?
the exact imprint of
necessarily lying to me, but I
I think I know. He would
his nature.
know I should at the very least
have you know how He loves
verify the information I
you and longs for you, how
Hebrews 1:3
receive.
He wants to save you and to
bless you, how He would
But if that’s true – that I can’t
have you draw near and be
always trust even the experts in fellowship with Him. He
who can I trust? Who should I listen to?
would want you to live a holy life. How do I
Well, the writer of Hebrews tells me that I
know this, you ask? Because this is His
can trust Jesus. I should listen to Him! “In
message throughout the Bible. It hasn’t
these last days (God) has spoken to us by his
changed.
Son…”

Apply the Word

Pray with Us

Commit to reading your Bible through in 2022
and hear the message of God in a brand-new
year.

Pray that God continues to reveal
Himself to you and to First Southern
Baptist Church in mighty and wonderful
ways through 2022.

First Southern Baptist Church
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from

Hope, peace, joy, and love are a few of the good gifts God has given to us. During Advent, we
celebrate Jesus’ coming to earth as a baby and bringing with Him these gifts for us. Our prayer is
that your family can use this guide to remember and celebrate Jesus’ birth and the hope, peace,
joy, and love He offers.
Each week is divided into sections to guide your family time. Start out by opening your Bibles
together as a family and reading the suggested verses. Then use the Explain section to lead your
family to talk about the passages. Pray together as a family. If time allows, have each family
member participate in the Have Fun Together family activity. The Further Bible Reading verses are
provided for family reading throughout the week.
Use these devotions and activities to help your family rest in the hope, peace, joy, and love that
only Jesus can bring. He is the gift we celebrate.
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Week
1

Hope from Prophecy

READ
Open your Bible to Isaiah 7:14 and 9:6 and read these verses aloud.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6 ESV
EXPLAIN
Who is coming? Jesus! That’s right, Jesus is coming. God told a man named Isaiah that Jesus
was coming, and we know that God is in control of all things and He always keeps His promises.
When Isaiah said that Jesus was coming, no one knew exactly who He was or how long it would
be before He came to Earth. But Isaiah used words like Wonderful, Mighty, Everlasting, and
Prince of Peace to describe Him so everyone knew He was going to be awesome. This gave the
people a great hope; not the “I hope I get a Malibu Barbie for Christmas” kind of hope, but rather
the kind of hope that helps us all to know that God loves us, He has a great plan for us, and we
can believe in God’s promises for the future.
Everyone was super excited to hear that Jesus was coming. Isaiah told everyone to be on the
lookout for Jesus and they all had a great hope to see Him. Once God’s people knew that Jesus
was coming, they waited and looked for Him all the time, and they had to wait a very long time
before Jesus came. Everyone was glad when He was finally born.
When we read through the prophecies of the Old Testament and see how God kept His promises,
we know we can trust God to keep all His promises. Jesus promised that He would return one
day and we would be with Him forever (John 14:1–3). We live in hope today as we eagerly await
Jesus’ return to make all things new.

PRAY
Thank God for sharing His plans and promises in the Bible to give us hope. Praise God for sending
Jesus to be with us. Thank Him for the gift of hope through Jesus this Christmas.
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Week
1

Hope from Prophecy

HAVE FUN TOGETHER
Have you ever wanted an advent wreath for your children, but were worried about the flames?
Here’s a simple and fun Advent wreath craft that will help explain the season of waiting that
comes before Christmas Day.
Read through the instructions that begin on page 82 and for this first week of Advent, help your
children to create the Advent wreath and their first Advent Candle, the Candle of Hope. When
the wreath and the candle are complete, follow up with the suggested Scripture reading and say
a prayer together.
1st Candle – (purple) The Candle of Hope – We can have hope because God is faithful and will
keep the promises made to us. Our hope comes from God. (Romans 15:12-13)

FURTHER BIBLE READING
Genesis 3:14-15; Isaiah 53:4-6; Jeremiah 33:14; Micah 5:2; Hebrews 1:1-3
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Week
2

Peace of Angels

READ
Open your Bible to Luke 1:26-38 and read these verses aloud.
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Luke 1:30-33 ESV
EXPLAIN
Is it ever hard to obey God? He gives instructions too, and His are the most important for us to
follow. In the Gospel lesson today, there was a woman named Mary. She had a special visit from
an angel! The angel told her that she was going to have a baby, and that the baby would be God’s
own Son. Mary was a bit startled and she was also a little confused. How could this be? How
would God become a human? And how would she be the one to give birth to Him?
But do you know what Mary did? She agreed! She said “OK” to God’s announcement and told
the angel she would do what God wanted her to do. And God’s word came true – Mary became
pregnant with Jesus, and she got to be His mom! He was God in human flesh, and she got to take
care of Him and raise Him. God used her in amazing ways, and all she had to do was agree with
His plan. She believed, and God worked in her. When she believed God’s promise, she had His
peace, knowing that God’s plan is always the best plan and it’s always a good idea to obey.
You know, the same can be true of us. God can do great big miracles in our lives if we just trust
and obey. When we do, we have His peace and we know amazing things will happen in our lives!

PRAY
Thank God for the gift of peace. Praise Him for sending Jesus so that we can have peace with God
when we trust in Him. Ask God to use your family to point others to the peace of God.
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Week
2

Peace of Angels

HAVE FUN TOGETHER
Read through the instructions that begin on page 82 and for this second week of Advent, help
your children to create their second Advent Candle, the Candle of Peace. When the project is
complete, follow up with the suggested Scripture reading and say a prayer together.
2nd Candle – (purple) The Candle of Peace – The angels announced the good news of a Savoir,
and He would bring us the gift of peace with God! (Luke 2:14)

FURTHER BIBLE READING
Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:8-20; Philippians 4:4-8; John 14:27
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Week
3

Joy of Shepherds

READ
Open your Bible to Luke 2:8-20 and read these verses aloud.

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Luke 2:10-11 ESV
EXPLAIN
God didn’t want to keep the birth of His Son a secret. No way! He wanted to share the good news
of Jesus coming with the whole world. But God didn’t send a baby announcement in the mail. He
didn’t put it on Facebook either. When God wanted to announce the birth of Jesus, He sent angels
to tell people and invite them to come and see the baby. You might think that God would want
to tell the richest, most powerful people in town that their long-awaited Savior was finally here.
But that’s not who He chose to tell first. What kind of people did the angel appear to? That’s
right, shepherds. Being a shepherd wasn’t fun or glamorous. In fact, it was a dirty job that not
everyone wanted to do. But God knows that everyone is important to Him, even shepherds. The
angel told those shepherds that the birth of Jesus was “good news of great joy.”
The shepherds answered God’s invitation to come and see the baby Jesus. Not only did they go
to see Him, but they also told everyone about what they had seen. The shepherds knew that it
was good news that Jesus had been born, and they wanted to share it with their friends! Finally,
the shepherds returned to their sheep, and they sang praises to God as they went!
The news that the angels shared with the shepherds is for us too! God invites us to come and
meet His Son Jesus. The angel told the shepherds that Jesus was a Savior for all people. The
invitation is to come to Jesus because it is through Jesus that we can know God!

PRAY
Praise God for sending Jesus into the world. Ask for His help to share this joyful news with
others this Christmas season.
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Week
3

Joy of Shepherds

HAVE FUN TOGETHER
Read through the instructions that begin on page 82 and for this third week of Advent, help your
children to create their third Advent Candle, the Candle of Joy. When the project is complete,
follow up with the suggested Scripture reading and say a prayer together.
3rd Candle – (pink) The Candle of Joy – The angels sang a message of JOY! (Luke 2:7-15)

FURTHER BIBLE READING
Psalm 23; John 10:11-15; Psalm 100:2; Romans 15:32; Philippians 4:4-5
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Week
4

Love in Bethlehem

READ
Open your Bible to Luke 2:1-7 and read these verses aloud.

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Luke 2:7 ESV
EXPLAIN
The people of Bethlehem knew that their town was special. God had promised that His Savior
would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). And they knew that when God makes a promise, He
keeps His promise. His promises may take longer than we expect but God is faithful and will do
what He said He would do. So when Mary was expecting to deliver her baby, she and Joseph
made the long, hard journey to Bethlehem because that is where God intended Jesus to be born,
and God is in control of all things.
While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for the baby to be born, just as God had planned.
The Bible tells us that there was no room for them in the inn. Did God forget to provide a place
for Jesus to be born? No way! He didn’t want Jesus to be born in a fancy hotel, anyway. But even
though there was no room for Him in the inn, hopefully there is room for Him in our hearts.
That night, Jesus was born and laid in a manger. A manger is a feeding trough; a place where
animals ate their food. The King of the entire universe was born in a lowly stable. Why? Because
God is in control of all things, and He wanted to show the world how much He loves us. First
John 4:9 says, “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son
into the world, so that we might live through Him.”

PRAY
Praise God for sending the gift of love through Jesus to us. Acknowledge that He knows every
detail of our lives and that He is in control of all things. Thank Him for the Advent season so that
we can reflect and rejoice that the love of God has come to us.
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Week
4

Love in Bethlehem

HAVE FUN TOGETHER
Read through the instructions that begin on page 82 and for this fourth week of Advent, help
your children to create their fourth Advent Candle, the Candle of Love. When the project is
complete, follow up with the suggested Scripture reading and say a prayer together.
4th Candle – (purple) The Candle of Love – God kept His promise of a Savoir who would be born
in Bethlehem. When Jesus was born, God showed the world how much He loves us (John 3:16).

FURTHER BIBLE READING
Isaiah 7:14; Luke 2:1-7; Matthew 1:22-23; Luke 2:11; Matthew 2:1-6
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Christmas
Day!

Jesus!

READ
Open your Bible to Luke 2:11-14 and read these verses aloud.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

Luke 2:11-14 ESV
EXPLAIN
This Advent season we have learned about the prophecies of Jesus’ coming that gave hope to
God’s people. God is in control of all things, and He always keeps His promises. We learned about
the peace that God provided to Mary as she decided to obey God and trust Him. That peace is
available for us, as well, as we trust and obey also. We know that when the shepherds heard the
news of great joy that Jesus was born, they rejoiced and praised God. Finally, we discovered the
place where God first displayed His love to the world—Bethlehem. In all of this, we discovered
how God made the way for true hope, peace, joy, and love to come into the world through Jesus.
Today, we celebrate the gift of Jesus, the promised Savior God sent for us. At the perfect time, in
the perfect way, and because God loves us, He sent His Son Jesus to be born into the world. God
the Creator became Immanuel, “God with us” (Matthew 1:21–23). Jesus was born as a baby. He
grew up and lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave
up His life for us, we can be called children of God. This is the best Christmas gift ever!

PRAY
Thank Jesus for coming to be the Light of the world. Praise Him for coming to be the greatest gift
for everyone who trusts in Him as Savior.
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Christmas
Day!

Jesus!

HAVE FUN TOGETHER
Read through the instructions that begin on page 82 and help your children to create their fifth
and final Advent Candle, the Christ Candle. When the project is complete, follow up with the
suggested Scripture reading and say a prayer together.
5th Candle – (white) The Christ Candle – The white candle reminds us that Jesus is the spotless
Lamb of God, sent to wash away our sins! His birth was for His death, His death was for our birth!
(John 1:29)

FURTHER BIBLE READING
Genesis 3:15; John 3:16; 1 John 1:5; Luke 2:11-14; Galatians 4:4-5
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ADVENT WREATH CHILDREN’S CRAFT

Have you ever wanted an advent wreath for your children, but were worried about the flames?
Here’s a simple and fun advent wreath craft that will help explain the season of waiting that
comes before Christmas Day.
What You Will Need
•

Paint

•

1 Paper Towel Roll

•

4 Toilet Paper Rolls

•

Scissors

•

Letter Stickers

•

Yellow & Orange Tissue Paper

•

Green Construction Paper

•

A Square Piece of Cardboard

•

Paint Brushes/Sponges

•

Hot Glue Gun

*Adapted from www.eggloentertainment.com/advent-wreath-childrens-craft/
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Creating Your Advent Wreath
First cut the piece of cardboard into a small circle. Make sure all of the candles can fit. Let your
child paint it green. While that is drying trace their hand on the sheets of construction paper,
and cut out their handprints, and let them glue their prints in a circular motion.
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The circle should be fully covered with their handprints.
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Next cut off about 1/3 of the paper towel roll and have your child paint it white with the paint
and brushes/sponge.

Then paint 3 of the toilet paper rolls purple and one of them pink. Once they dry place the
sticker letters on them to show what the candles represent.
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Glue the candles to the base of the wreath with a low heat hot glue gun.
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Now it’s time to add the “flame” to your candles. Take your orange and yellow tissue paper and
cut it into 8×6 rectangles.

Stack a different color every other sheet to give it a pretty “flame” effect and rotate each sheet
at different angles.
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Place the tissue paper into the candles with the edges facing up and fold them in so they are
not sticking out from the top of the candle. Each week pop the tissue out of the top of the
candle to “light” it in celebration of advent. Light the candles in the following order each week:
1. Hope
2. Peace
3. Joy
4. Love
5. Christ (Light on Christmas Eve at sunset)
Each week you should also say a prayer or read from the corresponding Scripture with your
child to celebrate the anticipation of Jesus’ return.
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