Welcome Home!
At First Southern, our goal is to create environments and experiences
where you encounter God in many amazing ways. We hope you are
inspired by the music, encouraged by the message, welcomed by an
amazing community of people, and best of all know that GOD’S GRACE
IS HERE! First Southern Baptist Church has a long history as a community
of people who love God, love their city, and desire to be a relevant
church with an outward focus where everyone knows they are valued,
appreciated, and loved.

Who is First Southern?

You are! First Southern Baptist Church has a rich heritage and deep roots in
Oklahoma and around the world. As a new member, you will no doubt take note of
stories you will hear of our humble beginnings as a home church in Del City in the
early fifties, the revivals of past decades, multiple former pastors serving respectively
as president of the Southern Baptist Convention, and our impact on the spiritual
landscape of the Oklahoma City metro area and around the world.
But even so, today is about you, your family, and God’s plan for you here at First
Southern. We are so glad that you here. At First Southern, we absolutely do have a
glorious story to tell about how God has worked in us, through us, and around us in
the past. But what is even more exciting for us is to catch the vision of how He is
doing these things even today as we strive in so many ways to serve Him and those
whom He brings to us.

What Do We Believe?

Wow, that’s a big question. You can find more information and biblical references
regarding what we believe at www.firstsouthern.tv, but for today let’s start with these
eight items:
1. We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old Testament and New Testament are the
inerrant, inspired and infallible Word of God. God’s Word is the final authority for
faith and life.
2. We believe there is only one God, and He exists eternally as God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
3. We believe man was created in the image of God and the sin of Adam (the first
man) marred that image, creating an eternal divide between God and man. Every
person is born in sin.
4. We believe the only way a person can have a true, forgiven relationship with God is
through Jesus Christ and by faith in His sacrifice on the cross. Jesus was born of the
Virgin Mary and conceived by the Holy Spirit. Jesus became man without ceasing to
be God. Our right standing with God is made sure because of His literal, physical
resurrection.
5. We believe in the literal, physical return of Jesus to judge the living and the dead.
6. We believe God offers eternal life as a free gift and that it must be received by faith
alone through God’s grace alone. The life that comes from this gift is a permanent
possession of the one receiving it.
7. We believe the church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a local body of believers on
mission to enlarge God’s kingdom. The local church is autonomous, free of any
external authority and control.
8. We believe that believer’s baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the two ordinances of
the church.

Summary
In short, we believe that God is real. He is all-powerful, all-knowing, and totally in
charge of the direction history is moving. He is God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. He created everything and everyone and every person matters
deeply to Him. Everyone has sinned, so everyone needs Jesus, who died for our sins,
rose again from the dead, and is coming back. Salvation is by grace alone through
faith alone in Jesus Christ alone, and once you’re saved, you’re always saved.
The Bible, which is God’s Word, is both true and powerful. Heaven and hell are real,
as are angels and demons, including Satan. The Holy Spirit lives in every believer and
empowers and equips us to live and to serve. We believe that baptism is when
believers are immersed in water, not for salvation, but to tell the world that we follow
Jesus. Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, is a memorial to Jesus’ death and a
reminder of His resurrected life and future coming. We believe that Jesus started the
church before His death and commissioned the church to tell the world about Him.

How Will You See Our Beliefs Put into Practice?
At First Southern,
we honor God’s Word as our highest authority on Earth and the ultimate
standard of Truth in this world. Every pastor and dozens of volunteers teach the
Bible throughout the week. Every week. All year long. In large groups and in
small. We don’t stop.
we recognize that true worship is the Christian’s highest priority and privilege
for today and for all of eternity. We assemble to worship together when we are
physically able to do so, and via livestream when we are not.
we are committed to introducing our community and the world to the love and
grace of God given to us in Jesus Christ.
we are committed to one another – encouraging one another in the Lord,
praying for one another in faith, serving one another in compassion, and loving
one another with the love that God has shown to us.

Again, How Will You See Our Beliefs Put into Practice?
You will see God do amazing things in you, through you, and around you as you join
in the work! At First Southern, we partner together in Kingdom work knowing that we
are all called to love God with all of our hearts, minds, soul, and strength, and to love
one another as Christ has loved us.
So how can you plug into this work? Glad you asked…at First Southern, we have
dozens of ways to plug in. We even ask that new members enter into a covenant, a
sacred promise with one another. By attending faithfully, serving the Lord, and
fulfilling this covenant promise, we welcome God’s glory into our lives and into the
lives of others.

Ways to Go All in at First Southern
Number one, just show up! Your presence alone is a huge encouragement and will
do your soul good. Attend the activities and groups you are interested in, avoid the
others if you like, and support the church with your prayers, financial gifts, service,
and a little bit of energy! Here is a quick glimpse at a few ways many of our folks
choose to plug in:
Connection Groups

Weekday Classes and Activities

Children’s Ministry

Young Adult Ministry

Men’s Ministry (if you like to do man stuff)

Student Ministry

Women’s Ministry (if you like to do lady stuff)

Missions Team

Worship Ministry

Walking Club

Veterans Appreciation Breakfast

Senior Adult Ministry

Missions Prayer Team

Redeemed Flying Corps

Media Production

Prayer Ministry

Are You Ready to Serve?
Mobilization and Volunteer Recruitment Team: Provide ministry support through
volunteer recruitment, event support and other necessary support. Includes the
ministry areas of event set up / tear down, kitchen work, picnic planning, church
clean-up day, hanging Christmas lights, parking lot attendants supporting special
events, etc. Team Leader – Jack Daggs
Hospital and Homebound Visitation Team: In support of the pastoral staff, this
team reaches out to those in healthcare facilities such as hospitals, nursing homes,
and rehabilitation centers. Also responsible for ministry support to temporary shut-ins
and permanent home bound individuals, to include administering the Lord’s Supper.
Team Leader – Elton Blakes
Community Care Team: This team ministers to FSBC widows and widowers.
Identifies needs of widows and widowers, such as basic necessities of life,
transportation, home maintenance, supporting relationships, emergency home
repairs, lawn maintenance, and coordinating with and / or advocating for healthcare
or social services assistance, etc. Team Leader – Chuck Cartledge
Grounds and Facilities Team: Provide grounds and facility support where needed.
Typical areas of required support might include minor construction, renovation,
repair, painting, electrical installation, carpeting, cleaning, landscaping, parking lot
maintenance, etc. Team Leader – Willie Kinchion
First Look Team: This team is for those interested in the ministries of ushering,
greeting, community outreach, first-time visitor follow-up, etc. They are active in
support of worship services, church-wide fellowship activities, concerts, funerals,
holiday programs, etc. Team Leader – Jim Patterson
Food and Aid Distribution Team: This team assists church members, other believers
within the body of Christ, and then those within the larger community to receive food,
material resources, and emergency services as appropriate within biblical principles.
Team Leader – Robert Atkinson
Finance and Collections Team: A team to collect and process all regularly
scheduled tithes, offerings, and gifts. Leads and organizes collections of all special
emphasis offerings, missions giving, and special events and worship services.
Promotes, leads, and ensures training of three areas of church financial ministry:
Stewardship; Generosity; Legacy. Team Leader – Ray Sackett

What Else Can I do to Go All In?
Go all in to hear God’s powerful Word preached (Heb. 4:12): Watching preachers
on TV is often how people justify giving up on church attendance. They may be
listening to good preaching, but without living in close fellowship with real people,
one can never really experience the help and hope Christ offers His bride through
faithful involvement in a local church.
Go all in to participate in corporate worship (Rom. 12:6): Worshiping God alone
is wonderful, but nothing can replace the beauty of coming together corporately to
worship Him with others who also have His Spirit in them through the redeeming
work of salvation.
Go all in because iron sharpens iron (Prov. 27:17): Meeting regularly with other
believers is a source of encouragement and strength. But know this: when iron rubs
against iron, not only does it become sharper, it also causes sparks! It’s just part of the
process.
Go all in to exercise your gifts (1 Cor. 12 and Rom. 12:6): From preaching to
encouraging, hospitality to administration, God equips His children with gifts to serve
Christ. When a church body is healthy, its members realize they are part of the
congregation not only to receive blessings, but to be a blessing. Statistics reveal that
in most churches, 20 percent of the people do 80 percent of the work. This is not to
guilt you into “getting involved,” rather it is to inspire you. God has supernaturally
gifted you so that He can glorify Himself through you as you serve Christ (Ephesians
2:10).
Go all in to encourage your pastor (Phil. 1:3-7): The pastor’s heart of the Apostle
Paul comes through when he says, “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,
always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now… It is right for me to feel this
way about you all, because I hold you in my heart.” Can’t you just hear Paul’s affection
for these precious people who partnered with him in spreading the glorious gospel
of grace? In the same way, when you become a partner in ministry with your pastor
you bring joy to his heart, grow his love for you, and cause him to thank God for your
faithful service to Christ.

Go all in to teach your kids to love God, others, and the church (Luke 6:40): If you
want to teach your kids to love God, they need to see that you love God. And if you
want them to learn to love God’s people, they have to observe you loving God’s
people. Luke 6:40 says the student will become like his teacher. Notice Jesus didn’t
say the student will become as the teacher teaches him to be, rather he will become
like his teacher. Children learn more from watching us.
Go all in to bear each other’s burdens (Gal. 6:2): Life can be hard, right? In a
moment everything can change. Just when things are going great, a phone call,
diagnosis, or a host of other mishaps can leave you feeling afraid and alone. But
those who are a part of a church family never feel alone. When life is going great, they
have the affirmation of others. And when life throws a curveball, they’re blessed by
loving concern, support, and prayer.
Go all in because God says to (Heb. 10:25): I don’t think the writer of Hebrews
could make any clearer. God’s desire is to have you regularly assemble together with
His people. Realize that God wanting you to regularly attend church is for your good.
He wants you, and all His people, to encourage one another especially as the days
grow darker and the time of Christ’s return approaches.

Our Covenant with One Another
The U.S. Armed Forces has its Military Code of Conduct. Sports franchises place a
“moral clause” into their players’ contracts. Your own workplace might have a dress
code. These examples underscore the importance of who we say we are, who we
identify with, and how that public message and identification relate to how we
actually live. In other words, we have to practice what we preach. And if this is true of
the military, corporate, and athletic worlds, how much more is it true of the church
corporately and of the Christian individually?
James warns us that “If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a
tight reign on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless” (Js 1:26).
In other words, if you profess to be a Christian, but you don’t live a changed life, you
should take no comfort in your faith.
John says, “We know that we have come to know Him IF we obey His commands” (1
John 2:3). In short, how we live matters. In our New Members class, we’re particularly
focused on communicating how we live together as members of a local church.
WHAT IS A ‘CHURCH COVENANT’?
A church covenant can be described as a promise and a summary of how we live.
•

It is a promise – a promise made to God, to a local church, and to oneself.

•

It is a summary of how we agree to live. While our statement of faith is a good
summary of what we believe, our church covenant is a summary of how we
agree to live – more importantly, it is a summary of how God would have us
live. It does not include every explicit command regarding obedience, but it
does give a general summary of what it means to live as a disciple of Christ.

WHAT DOES THE FSBC COVENANT SAY?
As a member, I commit to the body of Christ, the church (1 Corinthians
12:27; Romans 12:4-5). As a member at First Southern Baptist Church, I will fulfill the
following expectations:

1. I will worship the one true God alongside other First Southern members for as long
as I am physically able (Hebrews 10:24-25; Romans 12:1). The goal of my regular
weekly worship is to give God glory (Romans 11:36; Hebrews 13:15).
Christians don’t meet simply so they can be blessed; we meet so that the church can
glorify God. As we learn about Scripture together, praise God together, pray
together and serve together, Christ’s bride is being made ready for her bridegroom.
So we’re not here merely to have our own needs met. Attending regularly is vital
because it is the first step toward being held accountable. If you are not attending
regularly (maybe you’ve moved, maybe you’ve become ill, maybe you have left for
school, maybe you’ve simply chosen to attend another church) LET SOMEBODY
KNOW . . . preferably one of our pastors. Non-attendance is either a portal to sin or a
reflection of sin.
2. I will grow spiritually through regular involvement in small groups and classes at
First Southern Baptist Church, in addition to regular personal devotional times. I
understand the purpose of these groups and classes is building community with
other believers and holding each other accountable (Acts 2:44-47; 2 Timothy 3:1617).
Small groups are where community and accountability happen. It is where we invest
in the lives of others, sharing in their joys and bearing their burdens. Discipleship or
spiritual mentoring should be a daily goal, and this happens best one-on-one and in
small groups.
3. I will serve Christ through the mission work of First Southern Baptist Church. I am
created to serve others through good works (Ephesians 2:10; 1 Peter 4:10). I am
commanded by God to make disciples of every nation, tribe, people and language
through the local church (Matthew 28:16-20; Revelation 7:9). I will support the
church’s mission to go to the ends of the earth to share the gospel (Acts 1:8).
Evangelism can take place in many ways. One of the most obvious ways is by us
sharing the gospel with unbelievers. We are called to do that by the church covenant.
Our church covenant also calls us to evangelize in another way. God will show the
world who He is through the church. We are a corporate witness, a display of God’s
holiness, by His grace. Therefore, how we serve together and love together is a
means God uses to communicate the Good News to a lost world. We see this in John
13:34, where Jesus shows His master plan for evangelism: “A new command I give
you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all
men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” Get this point:

we’re not just individuals assembling in the same spot. God intends for us to be one
body! And that alone can be an evangelistic tool.
4. I will give to God abundantly and joyfully, recognizing God as the owner of all
things (Proverbs 3:9; Psalm 24:1). Giving money, energy, and time to God brings me
closer to Him (Malachi 3:10; Matthew 6:19-24).
5. I will seek unity with other church members. I recognize God’s design for the
church is unity in diversity, and I will put the interests of others above my personal
preferences (Ephesians 4:1-6; 1 Peter 3:8-9). I will guard the reputation of the church
and submit to discipline for any sin problems in my life (Matthew 18:15-20).
6. I will pray for and follow the leadership of First Southern Baptist Church (Hebrews
13:17-18). I will pray privately and with the church corporately. I will pray for people
to accept Christ, and I will pray for more disciples to grow.
In our own devotionals, we are to pray that God would grow us in Christ. We are to
pray that He would strengthen us to do His work. We are to pray for His direction. We
are also to pray for others, that His Spirit would be at work in them.
7. I will sacrifice by serving first, following the servant model of Jesus Christ (Mark
10:45). I will make my attitude that of Christ and through humility make the gospel my
priority (Philippians 2:5-11).

Conclusion.
There are just two final points to make about our church covenant. First, our church
covenant should be a challenge. Second, our church covenant should be a comfort.
a. Our church covenant is a challenge simply because there are times when living a
godly life is hard. It is also a challenge because each member of the church now
bears responsibility for the lives of other believers – this is that “accountability goes
both ways” part. This is serious responsibility. Not the kind of responsibility you have
just because you are somebody’s friend, but the kind of responsibility that comes
from saying, before God, “I care for you and will work to encourage you in your
discipleship.” This challenge is a serious thing.
b. This covenant isn’t just about us challenging each other to be better Christians.
Our church covenant is also a comfort. A comfort to know you’ll be cared for and

prayed for, not perfectly, but faithfully. The comfort is that by joining a church and
covenanting with other believers, you now have Christians who are going to build you
up when you are down. You have Christians who are committed, before God, to walk
with you, pray with you, serve you. You have Christians who are so concerned about
your spiritual walk, that if they see you break the covenant you have made as a
disciple of Christ, they will exhort you to turn back; and if you don’t, they’ll do all they
can to make the gravity of your sin clear. This is our ideal, our vision, what we strive
for.
“A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.”

"We are at our best as a church
when we are focused on reaching
the lost in our city with the Gospel of
Christ . . . When we are helping
people grow in their faith and in
their discovery of the wonder and
majesty of God."
- Keith Burkhart, Lead Pastor

